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S O C I A L I S M  IN EUROPE 

7 M a r c h  1962 

C O L O N E L  S M I L E Y :  S o c i a l i s m  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  a t  o n c e  a m o v e m e n t  
a n d  a t h e o r y .  It t a k e s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  
a n d  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  

T o d a y  in  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  s o c i a l i s m  i s  c h a n g i n g  r a p i d l y  f r o m  t h e  
t h e o r y  and  f o r m  it  a s s u m e d  in t h e  p a s t .  

To  e x a m i n e  f o r  us  t h e  c h a n g i n g  S o c i a l i s t  i d e o l o g y ,  we a r e  f o r t u n a t e  
to h a v e  w i th  us  t o d a y  D r .  R o b e r t  T u c k e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  a t  
Indiana University, who will discuss "Socialism in Europe. " 

D r .  T u c k e r  i s  a l s o  c u r r e n t l y  t e m p o r a r i l y  l o c a t e d  in W a s h i n g t o n ,  
D. C . ,  w i t h  J o h n s  H o p k i n s  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  a v i s i t i n g  p r o f e s s o r .  

It i s  m y  p l e a s u r e  to w e l c o m e  D r .  T u c k e r  h e r e  f o r  h i s  f i r s t  a p p e a r -  
a n c e  at t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  C o l l e g e  and  to i n t r o d u c e  h i m  to t h i s  c l a s s .  

G e n t l e m e n ,  D r .  T u c k e r .  

DR.  T U C K E R :  T h a n k  you ,  C o l o n e l  S m i l e y .  A d m i r a l  R o s e  a n d  
g e n t l e m e n  of  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  C o l l e g e :  

T h e  s u b j e c t  i s  E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l i s m ,  and  a good  w a y  to s t a r t  m i g h t  
be  by  n o t i n g  t h a t  100 y e a r s  o r  so  ago  t h i s  p h r a s e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a 
r e d u n d a n c y ,  b e c a u s e  s o c i a l i s m  w a s  E u r o p e a n .  T h e  o n l y  S o c i a l i s t  m o v e -  
m e n t s  o r  ~ o c i a l i s t  d o c t r i n e s  in  t h e  e a r l y  19th  c e n t u r y  w e r e  in  E u r o p e .  
A s  a s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t ,  a s  a d o c t r i n e ,  a f o r m  of  t h o u g h t ,  
s o c i a l i s m  w a s  E u r o p e a n .  E u r o p e  w a s  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  it  g r e w  up a n d  
b e c a m e  s t r o n g  and  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  a s  i t  w e r e ,  l o s t  c o n t r o l  o f  
i t s e l f .  A n y h o w ,  i t  f i n a l l y  c e a s e d  to be  a s t r i c t l y  E u r o p e a n  p h e n o m e n o n .  
It b e c a m e  in  i t s  w a y  a R u s s i a n  p h e n o m e n o n  and  an  A s i a n  and  g e n e r a l l y  
n o n - E u r o p e a n  one ,  w i t h  m a n y  r e s u l t i n g  c h a n g e s .  

I w o u l d  l i k e  to  ge t  b a c k  to t ha t  t h e m e  a l i t t l e  l a t e r  on,  bu t  f i r s t  l e t  
m e  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  abou t  t he  b e g i n n i n g s ,  and  abou t  t h e  E u r o p e a n  
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s o c i a l i s m  i t s e l f .  Whi le  n o t i o n s  of  c o m m o n  p r o p e r t y  and c o m m u n i s m  in 
tha t  b a s i c  s e n s e  of  the  t e r m  a r e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  v e r y ,  v e r y  o ld  in W e s t e r n  
c u l t u r e  and can  be  t r a c e d  al l  the  w a y  b a c k  to P l a t o ' s  " R e p u b l i c "  and  to 
the  d o c t r i n e s  of  the  C h u r c h  f a t h e r s ,  the  t e r m  " s o c i a l i s m ,  " a s  w e l l  a s  
the  t e r m  " c o m m u n i s m ,  " a r o s e  no e a r l i e r  than  a r o u n d  1825, and it w a s  
in t h i s  p e r i o d ,  the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of  the  19th c e n t u r y ,  tha t  the  m o v e m e n t s  
tha t  we  c a m e  to c a l l  b y  the  t e r m  " s o c i a l i s m "  and the  t e r m  " c o m m u n i s m  
a r o s e  in E u r o p e .  

I should say that in that early period nobody drew any distinction 
between the words "socialism" and " " " commumsm. They were two dif- 
ferent words for pretty much the same thing. 

It i s  r a t h e r  h a r d  to s a y  j u s t  what  w a s  the  e s s e n c e  of  th i s  e a r l y  19th 
c e n t u r y  E u r o p e a n  m o v e m e n t  of  though t  and a c t i o n .  M a n y  p r e s e n t - d a y  
s c h o l a r s  b e l i e v e  tha t  it w a s  a r e a c t i o n  of  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  to the  m o r a l  d e -  
g r a d a t i o n  and the  m a t e r i a l  s u f f e r i n g s  of  the  w o r k i n g  c l a s s e s  at  t he  t i m e  
of  the  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  in the  l a t e  18th and e a r l y  19th c e n t u r y .  And 
it is true that Socialist and Communist doctrines from the beginning 
somehow tried to link themselves to the working class, to the industrial 
workers, as the people that these doctrines had particularly in mind. 

In s o m e  c a s e s  s c h o l a r s - - a n d  I m i g h t  m e n t i o n  h e r e  M a r t i n  B u b e r - -  
h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  to s e e  in th i s  e a r l y  19th c e n t u r y  E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l i s t  m o v e -  
m e n t  a q u e s t  f o r  new f o r m s  of  c o m m u n i t y  l iv ing ,  new s o c i a l  f o r m s ,  in a 
s o c i e t y  tha t  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e i n g  g r o u n d  out and h o l l o w e d  out ,  a s  B u b e r  
p u t s  it ,  b y  the  r i s e  of  the  m o d e r n  i m p e r s o n a l  n a t i o n - s t a t e  and b y  the  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of  c a p i t a l i s t  e c o n o m i c s .  

It is true here that some of the original doctrines of Socialists, such 
as those of the Frenchman, Charles Fourier, and the Englishman, Robert 
Owen, were concerned with new forms of community that Owen called 
villages of cooperation and that Fourier ca/led phalansteries. But I 
think that we will not easily understand the origin, the growth, and even 
the present problems--some say present cr i s i s - -of  socialism, unless 
we realize that it always, from the beginning, had a religious aspect. 
Perhaps this religious aspect was even the central characteristic of 
modern European socialism. 

The religious impulse was reflected in the title of a book of one of 
the founders of the movement, Saint-Simon, in France. The title was 
"The New Christianity. " The old Christianity, he argued, was not 

• adequate any more. There was need for a "new Christianity" that would 
translate the ideas of the old Christianity into reality, particularly the 
notions of the brotherhood of men. Here we see the religious motif. 
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It s e e m s  to m e  tha t  in d o c t r i n e s  of  s o c i a l i s m  and  c o m m u n i s m  Euro- 

pean intellectuals of the early 19th century manufactured, as it were, a 
new faith. It wasn't just a technique of social engineering; they needed 
a creed. The old religions weren't, somehow, adequateto their needs 
any longer. But they did need some kind of gospel, religion, creed, 
faith, and modern Socialist and Communist ideas were their way of 
responding to that need. Though they posed the problem of improving 
the material condition of the working class, which was certainly very 
bad in the period of the industrial revolution in many places, I think that 
the underlying concern was not with the material needs of men but with 
their regeneration, their spiritual needs. 

T h i s  r e d e m p t i v e  note ,  th i s  r e l i g i o u s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ,  was  p r e s e n t  
a l so ,  and  v e r y  m u c h  so,  in tha t  v e r s i o n  of s o c i a l i s m  tha t  p r o c l a i m e d  
i t s e l f  to be not o n l y  a t h e i s t i c  but  m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  n a m e l y ,  the  d o c t r i n e  of  
K a r l  M a r x  and  F r i e d r i c h  E n g e l s - - M a r x i s m .  T h i s  s o c i a l  c r e d o ,  w h i c h  
d e v e l o p e d  in the  1840 's  in G e r m a n y ,  was  d e s t i n e d  to b e c o m e  the  m o s t  
i n f l u e n t i a l  s i n g l e  s t r a n d  of though t  in the  who le  f i e l d  of  E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l -  
i s m .  And I t h ink  tha t  m o s t  of  the  s c h o l a r s  who w o r k  in th i s  a r e a  wou ld  
a g r e e  n o w - - n o t  a l l  of  us but  m o s t  of  u s - - t h a t  in  m a n y  b a s i c  w a y s  M a r x -  
i s m  m u s t  be  s e e n  as  a r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m  of though t .  It had  c e r t a i n  c h a r -  
a c t e r i s t i c s  in c o m m o n  wi th  the  g r e a t  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m s  of  t hough t  in  
W e s t e r n  c u l t u r e .  F o r  one ,  i t  a s p i r e d  to t o t a l i t y ,  to app ly  to e v e r y  
a s p e c t  of  e x i s t e n c e .  T h e r e  s i m p l y  is  no th ing ,  no f i e ld ,  t ha t  M a r x i s m  
d o e s  not  a t t e m p t  to s u p p l y  an a n s w e r  to.  Aga in  on  the  m o d e l  of  the  
m e d i e v a l  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m s  of  though t ,  M a r x i s m  is  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  h i s -  
t o r i c a l :  It s e e s  the  w o r l d  as a s t o r y  tha t  has  a b e g i n n i n g ,  a m i d d l e ,  
and  an end .  And,  l i ke  the  m e d i e v a l  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m s  of  though t ,  M a r x -  
i s m  s e e s  a t h e m e  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  th i s  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s .  H i s t o r y  has  

a m e a n i n g ,  and  th i s  m e a n i n g  is c o n n e c t e d  wi th  the  r e g e n e r a t i o n  of m a n  
tha t  wi l l  c o m e  when,  a c c o r d i n g  to M a r x ,  a f t e r  a s e r i e s  of  f o r m s  of 
s o c i e t y  tha t  a r e  b a s e d  on the  a n t a g o n i s m  of  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s ,  the  p r o p -  
e r t y - o w n i n g  c l a s s  on  the  one  s i d e  and the  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  on the  o t h e r ,  
t h e r e  wi l l  c o m e  a f ina l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  wh ich  he c a l l s  the  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o -  
lu t ion ,  t ha t  wi l l  end  a l l  a n t a g o n i s m s ,  s o l v e  a l l  c o n f l i c t s ,  and  b r i n g  m e n  
into a f ina l  s t a t e  of h a p p i n e s s  and  c o m p l e t e  b l i s s .  T h a t  he c a l l s  t he  
C o m m u n i s t  s o c i e t y ,  b e y o n d  w h i c h  t h e r e  is  no f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
T h i s  is  the  end .  H i s t o r y  c o m e s  to a f i n i s h  in c o m m u n i s m .  

T h i s  g r a n d i o s e  d o c t r i n e ,  wh ich  v i e w e d  the  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  as  h i s -  
t o r y r s  c h o s e n  c h i l d r e n ,  so to s p e a k ,  d e s t i n e d  to s a v e  m a n k i n d  by a 
r e v o l u t i o n  tha t  was  p r e d e t e r m i n e d ,  j u s t  the  w a y  s a l v a t i o n  i s  p r e d e t e r -  
m i n e d  in the  s y s t e m  of St. A u g u s t i n e ,  t h i s  d o c t r i n e  of M a r x  w a s  a 
p o t e n t  p r e t e n d e r  to the  r o l e  of  i d e o l o g y  of  a p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t ,  and  
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so ,  of c o u r s e ,  it t u r n e d  out  to be .  F r o m  the  1860 ' s  M a r x i s m  b e c a m e  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n f l uen t i a l  in  the  E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l i s t  m o v e m e n t .  M a r x i a n s ,  
o r ,  as  t hey  c a m e  to ca l l  t h e m s e l v e s ,  the  Soc ia l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t i e s ,  
a r o s e  in m o s t  of the  c o u n t r i e s  of W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  d u r i n g  the  1870 ' s ,  t he  
1880 's ,  and the  1890 ' s ,  and d u r i n g  t h e s e  d e c a d e s  t h e y  c a m e  to p l ay  a 
d o m i n a n t  p a r t  in  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  p o l i t i c s .  

The  l e a d i n g  one  was  the  G e r m a n  Soc ia l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y .  Al l  t he  
way  f r o m  1889, when  the  Second  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  was  founded  in P a r i s ,  to  
1914, when  the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  b r o k e  up owing  to the  F i r s t  Wor ld  War ,  t he  
G e r m a n  Soc ia l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  was  the  M a r x i s t  P a r t y  tha t  s e t  the  tone  
in E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m .  

In F r a n c e  M a r x i s m  a l so  was  i n f luen t i a l ,  t hough  i t  had  to f igh t  o t h e r  
t e n d e n c i e s - - a n a r c h i s t  and s y n d i c a l i s t ,  s o m e  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  the  n a m e  of  
P r o u d h o n .  In R u s s i a  M a r x i s m  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  in the  
1890 's ,  t hough  h e r e ,  too,  it  had to c o m b a t  the  n o n - M a r x i a n  v e r s i o n s  of 
S o c i a l i s t  t hough t .  In E n g l a n d  the  S o c i a l i s t  m o v e m e n t ,  c l o s e l y  a l l i e d  wi th  
the  c o o p e r a t i v e  and  t r a d e - u n i o n  m o v e m e n t s ,  c o n t i n u e d  to d e v e l o p  in a 
p r a g m a t i c  d i r e c t i o n  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  the  F a b i a n  s o c i e t y  tha t  a r o s e  in the  
1880 's ,  and it n e v e r  b e c a m e  s t r o n g l y  M a r x i s t .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e r e  e m e r g e d  
the  B r i t i s h  L a b o r  P a r t y ,  wh ich  was  n o n - M a r x i s t ,  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  one  
of  the  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  in E u r o p e .  

T h e s e  E u r o p e a n  Soc ia l  D e m o c r a t i c  o r  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  b e c a m e  
m a s s  p a r t i e s ,  and t hey  did a g r e a t  m a n y  th ings  b e y o n d  jus t  c o n t e s t i n g  
e l e c t i o n s - - t h o u g h  they  did tha t  i n c r e a s i n g l y .  T h e y  d e v e l o p e d  a hos t  of  
a c t i v i t i e s  and s u b s i d i a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e y  p r o v i d e d  the  i n d u s t r i a l  
w o r k e r ,  o r  a i m e d  to, wi th  a focus  of  i n t e r e s t  and  a c e n t e r  f o r  h is  s o c i a l  
l i fe ,  p e r f o r m i n g  in t h i s  s e n s e  the  func t ion  of a c h u r c h ,  and  thus  t a k i n g  
us b a c k  o n c e  aga in  to the  r e l i g i o u s  ana logy .  One of  the  h i s t o r i a n s  of 
E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m  has  r e m a r k e d  tha t  m e m b e r s h i p  in the  S o c i a l i s t  
P a r t y  was  fo r  m a n y  E u r o p e a n s  m u c h  the  s a m e  as  m e m b e r s h i p  in a 
c h u r c h ,  and a c h u r c h  w h o s e  own laws  would  i n s u r e  i t s  t r i u m p h .  T h i s  
r e f e r s  to the  I 8 8 0 ' s  and the  1890 ' s .  Th i s  m o v e m e n t  p e r f o r m e d  f u n c -  
t i ons  tha t  went  f a r  beyond  what  a r e  n o r m a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  the  f u n c t i o n s  
of a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a m o n g  the  S o c i a l i s t s  t h e r e  w e r e  a 
g r e a t  m a n y  who d i s p l a y e d  the  p s y c h o l o g y  of p e o p l e  who b e l o n g e d  to o t h e r  
k inds  of m o v e m e n t s  in  s o c i e t y ,  i nc lud ing  r e l i g i o u s  m o v e m e n t s .  T h u s ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  a g r e a t  m a n y  t e e t o t a l e r s  and v e g e t a r i a n s  a m o n g  the  E u r o -  
p e a n  S o c i a l i s t s  of t hose  y e a r s .  

But ,  in  add i t ion  to fu l f i l l i ng  a l l  t h e s e  s u b s i d i a r y  f u n c t i o n s ,  the  
m a s s  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e n g a g e d  in p o l i t i c s .  T h e y  b e g a n  
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to  b e c o m e  p o l i t i c a l l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  and  win  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  s e a t s  in  P a r -  
l i a m e n t  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  in  t he  d e m o c r a t i c  c o u n t r i e s  of  E u r o p e .  T h e s e  
p o l i t i c a l  s u c c e s s e s  c r e a t e d  a v e r y  g r a v e  p r o b l e m  f o r  t h e  M a r x i s t  S o c i a l  
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t i e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  o f f i c i a l l y  d e d i c a t e d  to t h e  o v e r -  
t h r o w  of  t h e  v e r y  s y s t e m  in w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  h a v i n g  s u c h  p o l i t i c a l  s u c -  
c e s s e s .  T h o s e  t h a t  a c k n o w l e d g e d  M a r x i s m  as  t h e i r  i d e o l o g y  o f f i c i a l l y  
b e l i e v e d  in  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a r e v o l u t i o n  to o v e r t h r o w  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r d e r .  

Now,  in  p r a c t i c e  t h e y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t u r n e d  in to  r e f o r m  p a r t i e s ,  
s t r i v i n g  to c o m e  to p o w e r  w i t h i n  the  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  and  to c a r r y  ou t  
s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e s ,  s u c h  a s  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a f t e r  
h a v i n g  c o m e  to p o w e r  by  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  m e a n s ,  and  t h e y  t e n d e d  to s t r e s s  
t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  in  t h e  l a t e r  t h o u g h t  o f  M a r x  and  E n g e l s  t h a t  c o u l d  e a s i l y  
be  i n t e r p r e t e d  in t h i s  r e f o r m i s t  w a y .  

I b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  if  we  l o o k  a t  t h e  b a s i c  d o c t r i n e  o f  M a r x  in  i t s  c l a s s i c  
e x p r e s s i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  " C o m m u n i s t  M a n i f e s t o "  a n d  " D a s  K a p i t a l ,  " he  
c l e a r l y  i s  t a l k i n g  abou t  a v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o v e r t h r o w ,  by  m e a n s  o f  
f o r c e ,  and  no t  a g r a d u a l i s t i c  r e f o r m i s t  p r o c e s s  w h e r e b y  S o c i a l  D e m o -  
c r a t i c  P a r t i e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a c q u i r e  p o w e r  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m  a n d  r e f o r m  
it  f r o m  w i t h i n .  

Bu t ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  a t t e m p t e d  to r e i n t e r p r e t  M a r x  a s  t h o u g h  he  
h a d  b e e n  s a y i n g  t he  l a t t e r .  I n d e e d  t h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  no t  so  
m u c h  by  M a r x  a s  by  F r i e d r i c h  E n g e l s ,  h i s  p a r t n e r ,  who  o u t l i v e d  M a r x  
by  q u i t e  a f e w  y e a r s ,  s u c h  a s  o n e  to  t h e  e f f e c t  t ha t  t h e  b a l l o t  b o x  h a d  
t u r n e d  ou t  to  be  m u c h  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  a c t i v i t y  t h a n  
t h e  b a r r i c a d e s  e v e r  w e r e .  It w a s  t h i s  s a m e  E n g e l s ,  by  t h e  way ,  who ,  
in  a w o r k  w r i t t e n  in  1875, c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t e c h n o l o g y  had  
r e a c h e d  i t s  u l t i m a t e  p o i n t  in  t h e  n e w - f a n g l e d  r i f l e s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  in  t h e  F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n  W a r  o f  1870, a n d  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  
t h e  u l t i m a t e  e n d  b e y o n d  w h i c h  m i l i t a r y  t e c h n o l o g y  h a d  no f u r t h e r  r o o m  
f o r  r e v o l u t i o n .  

T h e  t e n d e n c y  to a s s o c i a t e  s o c i a l i s m  w i t h  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  
v i s u a l i z e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s o c i a l i s m  in  t e r m s  of  r e f o r m s  by  a p a r t y  
tha t  w o u l d  c o m e  to  p o w e r  i n  a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  m a n n e r ,  by  t h e  b a l l o t  b o x .  
T h i s  w a y  o f  t h i n k i n g  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  E u r o p e a n  
S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y  a n d  s o c i a l i s m .  B o t h  t h e  o r t h o d o x  w i n g  o f  E u r o p e a n  
M a r x i s t  s o c i a l i s m  t h a t  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  K a r l  K a u t s k y ,  i t s  t h e o r i t i -  
c l a n ,  and  a l s o  t he  s o - c a l l e d  r e v i s i o n i s t  w i n g  of  G e r m a n  S o c i a l D e m o c -  
r a c y  t ba t  f o u n d  i t s  l e a d i n g  t h e o r i s t  in  E d u a r d  B e r n s t e i n ,  w e r e  e s s e n -  
t i a l l y  i n c l l r m d  to a s s o c i a t e  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  s o c i a l i s m  w i t h  t h e  d e m o -  
c r a t i c  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s .  It w a s  o v e r  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  
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d e m o c r a c y  t h a t  t he  g r e a t  s p l i t ,  o r  s c h i s m ,  t o o k  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  E u r o p e a n  
s o c i a l i s m  and  R u s s i a n  c o m m u n i s m  a f t e r  t h e  l a t t e r  c a m e  to p o w e r  in  
R u s s i a  in  1917.  L e n i n ,  t h e  c r e a t o r  of  R u s s i a n  c o m m u n i s m ,  in  1917 
c a s t  a s i d e  a s  o d i o u s  t h e  v e r y  t e r m  " S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y .  " He  i n s i s t e d  
on  r e n a m i n g  h i s  R u s s i a n  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  t he  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  
in  o r d e r  to  s i g n a l i z e  t h e  s p l i t ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e m .  

In t h e  L e n i n i s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  M a r x i s m ,  s o c i a l i s m  s h o u l d  be  p u t  
in to  e f f e c t  not  t h r o u g h  t h e  b a l l o t  box ,  no t  t h r o u g h  p a r l i a m e n t a r y ,  l e g a l ,  
e l e c t o r a l  m e a n s  of  g a i n i n g  p o w e r ,  bu t  b y  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n  l e d  and  o r -  
g a n i z e d  by  a M a r x i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  t h a t  w o u l d  s p u r n  a b s o l u t e l y  no  
m e a n s  w h a t e v e r ,  and  o n c e  in p o w e r  w o u l d  s e t  up a d i c t a t o r s h i p  on  b e h a l f  
of  t he  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  u s i n g  t e r r o r  w h e n  and  i f  n e e d e d  a g a i n s t  i t s  e n e m i e s ,  
in  o r d e r  to  ho ld  on  to p o w e r  and  g r a d u a l l y  to  t r a n s f o r m  s o c i e t y  f r o m  
a b o v e  in  a s o c i a l i s t  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  s u c h  m e a s u r e s  a s  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  
of  t he  m e a n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n .  

T h e r e  w a s  no m o r e  v o c i f e r o u s  and  d e t e r m i n e d  o p p o n e n t  o f  m u c h  of  
t h i s  t h a n  t h e  l e a d i n g  t h e o r i s t  of  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y  in  E u r o p e ,  K a r l  
K a u t s k y .  In 1918 a n d  1919 K a u t s k y  a r g u e d  in  a s e r i e s  o f  w r i t i n g s  t h a t  
L e n i n  w a s  b e t r a y i n g  s o c i a l i s m  and  M a r x i s m  by  t he  v i o l e n t  m e a n s  t h a t  
he  w a s  e m p l o y i n g  to e s t a b l i s h  i t ,  by  h i s  b e t r a y a l  o f  and  t u r n i n g  a g a i n s  
t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s ,  and  by  h i s  s e t t i n g  up of  a t e r r o r i s t i c  d i c t a t o r -  
s h i p  in  R u s s i a .  A l l  t h i s ,  a r g u e d  K a u t s k y ,  w a s  u n - M a r x i s t .  

L e n i n  r e p l i e d  w i t h  a p a m p h l e t  c a l l e d  " T h e  P r o l e t a r i a n  R e v o l u t i o n  
and  t h e  R e n e g a d e  K a u t s k y .  " A s  y o u  c a n  s e e  by  t he  t i t l e ,  he  a r g u e d  t h a t  
he ,  L e n i n ,  w a s  t h e  t r u e  M a r x i s t ,  t h a t  B o l s h e v i s m  w a s  t he  t r u e  M a r x -  
i s m ,  t h a t  B o l s h e v i s m ,  t he  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  
u s i n g  t e r r o r  and  f o r c e  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  w a s  t h e  t r u e  M a r x i s m ,  and  t h a t  
K a u t s k y  and  o t h e r s  o f  h i s  i l k  w e r e  g a r d e n  l i b e r a l s  who  had  m i s c o n c e i v e d  
M a r x  a n d  n o w  w e r e  d i s t o r t i n g  w h a t  M a r x  h a d  s a i d  and  t r a n s f o r m i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  in to  p s e u d o - M a r x i s t s .  So t h e  p o l e m i c  w e n t ,  and  i t  s i g n a l -  
i z e d  the  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m  and  R u s s i a n  c o m m u n i s m  t h a t  
w a s  to b e c o m e  in s u c c e e d i n g  y e a r s  a w o r l d w i d e  p h e n o m e n o n .  

L e n i n  s e t  to w o r k  q u i t e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  to  e n c o u r a g e  t h i s  s p l i t .  F i r s t  
he  s e t  up a new,  s o - c a l l e d  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  a C o m m u n i s t  I n t e r n a -  
t i o n a l ,  and  by  v a r i o u s  m e a n s  of  f a c t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  u n d e r t o o k  to s p l i t  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  o f  E u r o p e  and  to s p l i n t e r  of f  t h e  e x t r e m e  e l e -  
m e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  i n c l i n e d  to a c c e p t  B o l s h e v i s m ,  o r  h i s  p a r t y ' s  w a y  of  
a p p r o a c h ,  h i s  s t r a t e g y  and  t a c t i c s ,  a n d  to s e t  up t h e s e  s p l i n t e r  g r o u p s  
as  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t i e s ,  c o n t e s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  
t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  of  t he  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  g i v e n  c o u n t r y .  In 
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shor t ,  he se t  up B o l s h e v i s m  as a m o d e l  in s t r a t e g y  and t a c t i c s  for  Soc ia l -  
i s t s  in a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  inc lud ing  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s .  

So t h e r e  a r o s e  in mos t  of t he se  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  l i t t l e  by l i t t le ,  
C o m m u n i s t  P a r t i e s ,  n o r m a l l y  f o r m e d  by sp l i n t e r  groups  of the e a r l i e r  
Soc ia l i s t  P a r t i e s ,  that  w e r e  now e n c o u r a g e d  by the R u s s i a n  C o m m u n i s t s  
to c o m p e t e  with the l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  Socia l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t i e s  for  inf lu-  
ence  in the w o r k e r  m o v e m e n t .  Hence ,  s ince  1917, s o c i a l i s m ,  i n s t e a d  
of be ing  a s ing le  wor ldwide  m o v e m e n t  with d i f fe r ing  v iews  and d i f f e r ing  
t e n d e n c i e s ,  has  b e c o m e  spl i t  b e tween  two w a r r i n g  t e n d e n c i e s - - c o m m u -  
n i sm on the one hand and Socia l  D e m o c r a c y  on the o the r .  

This  had m a n y  c o n s e q u e n c e s  fo r  E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m ,  but two, I 
think,  b e a r  p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s .  One is that,  whi le  the E u r o p e a n  So- 
c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  in m a n y  c a s e s  r e m a i n  i n w a r d l y  d iv ided b e t w e e n  a m o r e  
r a d i c a l  left  wing and a m o r e  m o d e r a t e  r igh t  w~ng, the ef fect  of the spl i t  
that  Len in  e n c o u r a g e d  was  to d r a i n  off f r o m  many  of the E u r o p e a n  So- 
c i a l i s t P a r t i e s  the m o s t  e x t r e m i s t  e l e m e n t s  in them,  and consequen t l y  
to a c c e n t u a t e  in t h e s e  p a r t i e s  the r e f o r m i s t  o r  d e m o c r a t i c  t e n d e n c i e s  
that  had shown up, as we  saw, m u c h  e a r l i e r .  The effect  of the spl i t  was  
to r e i n f o r c e  the  t e n d e n c i e s  that  had a l r e a d y  been  a p p a r e n t  in the Soc ia l  
D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t i e s  t oward  d e m o c r a c y ,  t oward  the a c c e p t a n c e  of the 
r u l e s  of  d e m o c r a t i c  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  po l i t i c s  as the bas i s  of t h e i r  ac t iv i ty .  

Secondly, European socialism, precisely, or at least primarily, 
because of this devotion to democratic methods, failed to exercise a 
very far-reaching influence upon rising political movements in under- 
developed countries. This was not, I think, because of any antipathy 
for Socialist thinking in the underdeveloped countries--those of Asia, 
for example. On the contrary, the idea of socialism proved in many of 
these countries to be a ra~her popular European import among the in- 
telligentsia. But the point is that conditions in many of these countries 
were simply not ripe for parliamentary methods, the parliamentary 
methods that were advocated by European Socialists such as Karl Kaut- 
sky and Eduard Bernstein, and the British Labor Party. The Socialist- 
tending intelligentsia of these underdeveloped countries was not partic- 
ularly inclined to accept European democratic socialism, and this made 
them all the more inclined to take their socialism from Russia in the 
form of Russian comlnunism. 

T h e y  t ended  to be i n t e r e s t e d  in f inding s o m e  way of b y p a s s i n g  the  
long p e r i o d  of cap i t a l i s t  o r  bou rgeo i s  c iv i l i za t ion ,  to use  the M a r x i s t  
t e r m .  They  had no f avo rab l e  condi t ions  for  d e m o c r a t i c  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
deve lopmen t  in t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s ,  many  of which had n e v e r  known any 
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kind of d e m o c r a c y .  The  E u r o p e a n  Soc ia l i s t s  typ i f i ed  by  Kau t sky  sa id ,  
" S o c i a l i s m  m e a n s  d e m o c r a c y .  Soc i a l i sm  p r o c e e d s  by d e m o c r a t i c  
m e t h o d s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s o c i a l i s m  c o m e s  at  the  end, jus t  as  Marx  
sa id .  F i r s t  c o u n t r i e s  have  to go th rough  a long cap i t a l i s t  p r o c e s s ,  and 
when they  b e c o m e  v e r y  advanced  in t echnology ,  then  they  b e c o m e  r i pe  
fo r  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  a long Soc ia l i s t  l i nes .  " 

On the  o the r  hand, L e n i n  and the R u s s i a n  C o m m u n i s t s  w e r e  s a y i n g  
s o m e t h i n g  qui te  d i f fe ren t  to t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e y  w e r e  say ing ,  " F i r s t ,  
you can  bypas s  c a p i t a l i s m ,  jus t  as  we did in R u s s i a .  You don ' t  have  to 
go th rough  a long cap i t a l i s t  p e r i o d .  Cap i t a l i sm  b r e a k s  at the w e a k e s t  
l ink.  Even  a p r e d o m i n a n t l y  peasan t  c o u n t r y  can  n e v e r t h e l e s s  move  
s t r a i g h t  o v e r  to the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of s o c i a l i s m  if a M a r x i s t  P a r t y  l ike  
the  R u s s i a n  B o l s h e v i k  P a r t y  c o m e s  f o l l o w e r .  " This  s u g g e s t e d  a v e r y  
beckon ing  p r o s p e c t  of e a r l y  s u c c e s s ,  as  a p o s s i b i l i t y  at l e a s t .  "Sec- 
ondly,  " sa id  L e n i n ,  " s o c i a l i s m  r e q u i r e s  a d i c t a t o r s h i p  of the p r o l e t a r -  
ia t ,  an i r o n  dictatorsI~ip of a s ing le  p a r t y  that  s e t s  i t s e l f  up as  the l e a d e r  
of the na t ion  and that  m o n o p o l i z e s  po l i t i ca l  p o w e r  for  the  p u r p o s e  of 
i n t roduc ing  s o c i a l i s m  f r o m  above.  " This  was  a r a t h e r  c r u d e  and b r u t a l  
gospel ,  but at the  s a m e  t i m e  one that  could  e a s i l y  s t i r  up qui te  an  echo  
in As i an  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and o t h e r s  in u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  
s e e m e d  to be no p r o s p e c t s  for  d e m o c r a t i c  s low d e v e l o p m e n t .  

As a result, European socialism during the interwar period did not 
have an influence in the Afro-Asian world comparable to that of Russian 
communism. Even where Socialist Parties did arise in Asia, they tended 
to develop a complexion, a flavor, a character, that differed consider- 
ably from European socialism. For example, there is in Japan a So- 
cialist Party in addition to the Japanese Communist Party. But this 
Japanese Socialist Party is very different from the typical European 
Socialist Party of yesterday and today. It tends to be quite radical. It 
sees a great many issues in a manner very similar to the way in which 
the Communists do. Its intellectual character and its quality are declcl- 
edly different from those that typify European Socialists. 

But if fo r  t he se  r e a s o n s  E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m  was  a r a t h e r  poor  c o m -  
pe t i t o r  of the  C o m m u n i s t s  for  expor t  to the u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  
fo r  inflt~ence in Asia ,  it did have an i m p o r t a n t  fu tu re  wi thin  E u r o p e  i t s e l f .  
It was  du r ing  the y e a r s  fo l lowing the F i r s t  Wor ld  War  that  for  the f i r s t  
t i m e  Soc i a l i s t s  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  chance  to hold off ice .  Spec i f i ca l ly ,  t hey  
c a m e  to power  for  a b r i e f  pe r iod ,  not ~ e r y  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  in England ,  
and m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  in Sweden.  But it was  a f t e r  the  Second Wor ld  
War  that  fo r  the f i r s t  t i m e  E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m  b e c a m e  a m a j o r  f o r c e  
in E u r o p e a n  po l i t i c s .  It was  c u s t o m a r y  i n  those  y e a r s  a f t e r  1945 even  
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to  l o o k  u p o n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o n t i n e n t  a s  a s o r t  o f  S o c i a l i s t  c o n t i n e n t ,  m i d  
way ,  i d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  b e t w e e n  A m e r i c a n  c a p i -  
t a l i s m  on  one  h a n d  a n d  R u s s i a n  c o m m u n i s m  on  t h e  o t h e r .  

T h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  s u c c e s s  s t o r y  w a s  t h a t  of  t h e  B r i t i s h  L a b o r  P a r t y  
w h i c h ,  a s  y o u  know,  c a m e  to p o w e r  in  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  w a r ,  t a k i n g  
o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l i s t  m o v e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  G e r m a n  
S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t s  h a d  h e l d  b a c k  at  t he  e n d  of  t h e  19th  a n d  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  
t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y .  It o r g a n i z e d  B r i t a i n ' s  p o s t w a r  r e c o v e r y ;  it  c r e a t e d  in  
B r i t a i n  t h e  m o s t  t h o r o u g h - g o i n g  a d v a n c e d  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  in t he  w o r l d ;  it  
n a t i o n a l i z e d  b a s i c  i n d u s t r i e s  c o v e r i n g  a b o u t  20 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  
e c o n o m y ,  w h i l e  g i v i n g  f r e e d o m  to m u c h  of  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l o n i a l  E m p i r e  
a n d  h e l p i n g  to o r g a n i z e  t h e  A t l a n t i c  C o m m u n i t y .  A n d  it  d id  a l l  t h i s  w h i l e  
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  d e m o c r a t i c  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  p r o c e s s e s  of  E n g -  
l a n d .  

In S c a n d i n a v i a n  c o u n t r i e s  a l s o ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  m a j o r i t y  S o c i a l i s t  g o v -  
e r n m e n t s  h a d  c o m e  in to  b e i n g  and  w e r e  a c h i e v i n g  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  by  
s i m i l a r  m e t h o d s .  H o w e v e r ,  in  m o s t  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  t he  
c o n t i n e n t a l  c o u n t r i e s  p r o p e r ,  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  B r i t a i n  and  t h e s e  
n o r t h e r n  o n e s ,  t he  S o c i a l i s t l ~ a r t i e s  d id  no t  h a v e  any  c o m p a r a b l e  s u c c e s s .  
O n e  r e a s o n  is  t ha t ,  u n l i k e  B r i t a i n ,  w h i c h  h a s  a t w o - p a r t y  s y s t e m ,  t h e  
c o n t i n e n t a l  c o u n t r i e s ,  t y p i f i e d  b y  F r a n c e  and  I t a ly ,  a r e  m u l t i p a r t y  
s t a t e s .  A S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in  a m u l t i p a r t y  s t a t e  c a n  r a r e l y  h o p e  f o r  
o f f i c e ,  s a v e  in  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p a r t y  t ha t  d o e s  no t  s h a r e  i t s  v i e w s .  
T h i s  f o r c e s  c o m p r o m i s e  upon  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  l e a d e r s  w i t h o u t  e n a b l i n g  t he  
r a n k  and  f i l e  to  l e a r n  t h e  l e s s o n s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  and  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  in  c o u n t r i e s  of  t h i s  k ind ,  s u c h  a s  F r a n c e  a n d  I t a ly ,  
s o c i a l i s m  t e n d s  to  be  r e l a t i v e l y  w e a k  and  c o m m u n i s m  r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g .  

T h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  m a y  b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  by  t he  r e c e n t  h a p p e n i n g s  in  I t a l y  
w h e r e ,  a s  y o u  know,  a n e w  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  b e e n  f o r m e d ,  a s o r t  o f  c e n -  
t e r - l e f t  c o a l i t i o n  t h a t  h a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  of  N e n n i ' s  p a r t y  o f  l e f t - w i n g  S o c i a l -  
i s t s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  p a r t y  i s  no t  a c t u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
c o a l i t i o n .  It  i s  m e r e l y  an  i n f o r m a l  a r r a n g e m e n t .  T h i s  e n a b l e s  t h e  
p a r t y  b o t h  to  g i v e  s u p p o r t  to  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  no t  to  
h a v e  t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o m p r o m i s i n g  i t s  v i e w s  by  b e i n g  f o r m a l l y  a 
p a r t  of  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t .  It  i n d i c a t e s  t he  k i n d  o f  d i l e m m a  t h a t  m a k e s  it  
so  m u c h  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  to  s u c c e e d  in m u l t i p a r t y  
c o n t i n e n t a l  s t a t e s .  

S i n c e  t h o s e  i m m e d i a t e  p o s t w a r  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  by  g e n e r a l  a d m i s -  
s i o n ,  s o c i a l i s m  in  E u r o p e  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  a p o l i t i c a l  d e c l i n e .  We s e e  
t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  L a b o r  P a r t y ,  a f t e r  t h a t  g r e a t  p e r i o d  of  s u c c e s s ,  h a s  
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h a d  a s e r i e s  o f  f a i l u r e s  at  t he  p o l l s ,  and  u n t i l  v e r y  r e c e n t l y  t h i s  h a d  
e v e n  b e g u n  to r a i s e  d o u b t s  in c e r t a i n  m i n d s  in  E n g l a n d  as  to  w h e t h e r  
t h e  L a b o r  P a r t y  r e a l l y  had  m u c h  of  a p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e .  In  F r a n c e  t h e  
S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  is  w e a k  and  s p l i n t e r e d .  It h a s  l o s t  a b o u t  25 p e r c e n t  o f  
i t s  p r e w a r  v o t e ,  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  is  d o w n  f r o m  353, 000 in 1946 to 
a m e r e  79,  000 in 1960. In T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  and  in  A u s t r i a ,  S o c i a l i s t s  
s h a r e  p o w e r  w i t h  C a t h o l i c  p a r t i e s .  In G e r m a n y  t h e y  r e m a i n  s t u b b o r n l y  
and  r a t h e r  i n e f f e c t u a l l y  in  t he  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  c l e a r l y  f u t u r e  
c o n t e a d a n t s  f o r  p o w e r .  O n l y  in  N o r w a y ,  D e n m a r k ,  and  S w e d e n  a r e  t h e y  
s t i l l  t h e  m a j o r  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .  

If t h e  p r o b l e m  w e r e  no m o r e  s e r i o u s  t h a n  t h i s ,  E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m  
w o u l d  b e  w e l l  off ,  b e c a u s e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  s t i l l  do r e m a i n  a 
v e r y  p o w e r f u l  and  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e ,  w i t h  g o o d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in  
t h e  c a s e ,  s a y ,  of  t he  B r i t i s h  L a b o r  P a r t y  and  c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  
t h e  G e r m a n  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e y  c a n  f i n d  d y -  
n a m i c  a n d  c o l o r f u l  l e a d e r s  c o m p a r a b l e  to  s o m e  of  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  l e a d -  
e r s  t h a t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p a r t i e s  h a v e  f o u n d  in r e c e n t  y e a r s .  U n d e r  
t h o s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  w i l l  y e t  s t i l l  c o m e  b a c k  to p o w e r  in  
E u r o p e .  

T h e  p r o b l e m ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t he  d e e p e r  p r o b l e m ,  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  
h a v e  b e e n  f o r c e d ,  in p a r t  by  t h e i r  v e r y  s u c c e s s ,  to  r e d e f i n e  w h a t  it is  
t ha t  t h e y  s t a n d  f o r  and  w h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e y  w a n t .  In a s e n s e ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
e n e m y  of  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  a s  p o l i t i c a l  m o v e m e n t s ,  h a s  b e e n  s o c i a l -  
i s m ,  o r ,  to pu t  it d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t he  a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y ,  t he  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e ,  t h e  s o l v i n g  of  t h e  p r o b l e m  of  d i r e  p o v e r t y .  M o s t  of  
w h a t  t he  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  h a v e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s t o o d  f o r  in  the  w a y  of  b e n e -  
f i t s  f o r  t h e  w o r k e r s - - p e n s i o n s ,  s h o r t e r  h o u r s ,  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s - - a r e  
s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  p r a c t i c e  not  o n l y  in  E n g l a n d  bu t  in  m o s t  of  t h e  E u r o -  
p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  and  m o s t  n o t a b l y  in  t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  c o u n t r i e s .  

Wha t ,  t h e n ,  do t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  w a n t  ? Wha t  i s  t he  p a r t y  p r o g r a m  ? 
A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  p a r t y  c a n ' t  j u s t  s a y ,  " W e  a r e  f o r  w h a t  e x i s t s .  " T h e  d a n -  
g e r ,  in s h o r t ,  is  t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  c o u l d  t u r n ,  so  to  s p e a k ,  in to  
r e b e l s  w i t h o u t  a c a u s e .  

In the face of this situation, over the recent years there has been 
quite a revision of Socialist doctrine going on. This revision might be 
summed up most briefly as the casting off of Marxian ballast. There 
is a revision of official programs. For a typical case we might look at 
the German Party, the SPD. It had a Party Congress in Bad Godesberg 
in ] 959 at which it adopted a new party program. Now, this is the 
Marxist Party, the old party of Marx and Engels, but what it did was 
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to drop M a r x i s m .  They  made  t h e i r  f inal  b r e a k  with the fundamen ta l  
t ene t s  of Marx i an  s o c i a l i s m .  They  no longe r  say  anyth ing  about the 
c l a s s  s t r ugg l e .  They  no longe r  speak  of the work ing  c l a s s  as the g r a v e -  
d i g g e r s  of c a p i t a l i s m - - a n  old Marx ian  p h r a s e .  They  no l onge r  a s s u m e  
that  na t iona l iza t ion ,  that is ,  the t r a n s f e r  of the m e a n s  of p roduc t i on  to 
public  owne r sh ip ,  is the key Socia l i s t  m e a s u r e  to be taken  ff they  c o m e  
to power .  They  say  that  it m a y  be l e g i t i m a t e  in i ts  p lace ,  but the key 
th ing is not na t iona l i za t ion  but the m a i n t e n a n c e  of public con t ro l  of e co -  
nomic  power .  Pub l ic  con t ro l  and r egu l a t i on  of economic  power ,  they  
say,  is the key thing.  Again,  they  dropped the idea that c e n t r a l  e c o n o m i c  
p lanning  is under  al l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  some th ing  to be d e s i r e d .  They  say  
that  they  accep t  the f r e e  m a r k e t  w h e r e v e r  t h e r e  is r e a l  compe t i t ion .  
The bas i c  f o r m u l a  now in t he i r  own words  is,  "Compet i t ion  as f a r  as 
poss ib le ;  p lanning  as f a r  as n e c e s s a r y .  " Thus,  they pose  in t h e i r  p r o -  
g r a m  the need  for  a mixed  o r  ba l anced  economy.  

This  r e v i s i o n  of Socia l is t  d o c t r i n e  by the SPD, is ind ica t ive  of the 
g e n e r a l  t e n d e n c y i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  in the F r e n c h ,  Belg ian ,  Swiss ,  Scandi -  
navian,  and o t h e r  Socia l i s t  P a r t i e s  in Eu rope .  They  have al l  been  r e -  
v i s ing  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e  and have been  doing so t o w a r d  a c c e p t a n c e  of a m i x e d  
e c o n o m y .  They  have been  r edoub l ing  the i r  e m p h a s i s  on po l i t i ca l  d e m o c -  
r a c y  as an uncondi t iona l  va lue .  They  have tended m o r e  and m o r e ~ c  r e -  
nounce  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n t i c l e r i c a l i s m .  F o r  example ,  the Dutch and 
Be lg ian  P a r t i e s  now r e c o g n i z e  the p r i nc ip l e  of s u b s i d i e s  to c o n f e s s i o n a l  
s choo l s ,  which  they  had a lways  been  opposed  to in the pas t .  And they  
have al l  t ended  to s t r e s s  the need  to bui ld  an i ndus t r i a l  d e m o c r a c y  by 
s o m e  s o r t  of c o d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  as they  ca l l  it, under  which  w o r k e r s  
wil l  be brought  in s o m e  way into the p r o c e s s e s  of m a n a g e m e n t .  That  
is to say,  the s t r e s s  is on w o r k e r  pa r t i c i pa t i on  in m a n a g e m e n t ,  e conomic ,  
and o t h e r  publ ic  p r o c e s s e s .  

All  of this  is  s ign i f ican t ,  of c o u r s e ,  but it is s ign i f i can t  in a nega -  

t i v e : w a y ,  T h e y  a r e  a b a n d o n i n g s o m e t h i n g .  T h e y  a r e  ca s t i ng  s o m e t h i n g  
a s i d e - - t h e  old Marx ian  dogmas  and s logans  and p h r a s e s .  But, as to 
what it is that  they  pos i t i ve ly  want,  they  s e e m  to be p r e t t y  m u c h  in the 
da rk ,  a long with e v e r y b o d y  e l s e .  The Socia l i s t s  of Eu rope  s e e m  to be 
vague ly  and u n e a s i l y  consc ious ,  a long with the l i b e r a l s  and o t h e r s  of 
Eu rope ,  and I th ink we can say  of A m e r i c a ,  too, that  our  new c i v i l i z a -  
t ion,  going th rough  a t e chno log i ca l  r evo lu t ion  that ne i t he r  Marx  nor  
Enge l s  nor  anybody in the 19th c e n t u r y  was quite able  to f o r e s e e ,  has 
c o m e  a long and p r e s e n t e d  al l  kinds of new p r o b l e m s ,  such  as the p r o b -  
l em of what  to do with l e i s u r e ,  that l e i s u r e  that the old dogmas  and the 
old d o c t r i n e s  dor/'t have any a n s w e r s  for .  
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T h e y  a r e  g r o p i n g  f o r  a n e w  d o c t r i n e  w i t h  a n e w  s e t  of  a n s w e r s .  
I d o n ' t  s e e  a n y  r e a s o n  to s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  w i l l  c o m e  up w i t h  
t h o s e  a n s w e r s  any  q u i c k e r  t h a n  p e r h a p s  s o m e  o f  t he  n o n - S o c i a l i s t s  w i l l .  

T h a n k  y o u .  

C O L O N E L  S M I L E Y :  D r .  T u c k e r  i s  r e a d y  f o r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  g e n -  
t l e m e n .  

Q U E S T I O N :  D r .  T u c k e r ,  w i l l  you  c o m m e n t  on  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  s o c i a l -  
i s m ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n  b r a n d ,  to  s u c c e e d  m o r e  in  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  p a r t i c u '  
l a r l y  in t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I ?  

DR.  T U C K E R :  Y e s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a p e r i o d  in  t h e  l a t e  19th  
c e n t u r y ,  b e f o r e  W o r l d  W a r  I, w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  q u i t e  a f l u r r y  o f  S o c i a l i s t  
a c t i v i t y  in  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I c o m e  n o w a d a y s  f r o m  I n d i a n a .  Not  f a r  
f r o m  B l o o m i n g t o n ,  w h e r e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i s ,  i s  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  New H a r -  
m o n y .  N e w  H a r m o n y ,  I n d i a n a ,  i s  a p l a c e  w h e r e  R o b e r t  O w e n  f o u n d e d  
one  of  h i s  S o c i a l i s t  c o l o n i e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  q u i t e  a lo t  o f  S o c i a l i s t  s e t t l e -  
m e n t s  in  A m e r i c a ,  and  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  S o c i a l i s t  t h i n k i n g  and  j u s t  S o c i a l i s t s  
t r a n s p l a n t e d  f r o m  E u r o p e ,  by  m e a n s  o f  e m i g r a t i o n .  It d i d n ' t  t a k e  in  
A m e r i c a ,  I t h i n k ,  b e c a u s e  o f  c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  of  o u r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  O n e  
o f  t h e m  w a s  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  r i g i d  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  c o m p a r a b l e  to  t h o s e  
in  m o s t  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s .  It b e g a n  to d e v e l o p  a s  g e n e r a l l y  j u s t  
a m i d d l e - c l a s s  c o u n t r y .  

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e r e  w e r e  w i d e - o p e n  f i e l d s  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a n y b o d y  
who  w o u l d  b e  w i l l i n g  to w o r k  ~ a r d  e n o u g h .  He c o u l d  a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s  a n d  
p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  h i m s e l f .  

Under t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w h i c h  I w o u l d  s a y  a r e  p r o b a b l y  t he  m o s t  
n o t a b l e  o n e s ,  s o c i a l i s m  in  A m e r i c a  w a s  a f l o w e r  t r a n s p l a n t e d  f r o m  E u r -  
o p e  t h a t  s o o n  f a d e d .  It n e v e r  t o o k  in o u r  s o i l .  

I w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  a f t e r  W o r l d  W a r  I, w h i c h  is  t h e  p e r i o d  
t h a t  y o u  m e n t i o n e d ,  i s  t he  p e r i o d  in w h i c h  t h e s e  u n d e r l y i n g  p r o c e s s e s  o f  
t h e  d y i n g  a w a y  of  s o c i a l i s m  in  A m e r i c a  s £ m p l y  b e c a m e  e v i d e n t .  

Q U E S T I O N :  My q u e s t i o n  c o n c e r n s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  you  g a v e  of  t h e  
spl i t  b e t w e e n  E n g e l s  and  t h e  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  d o m i n a t e d  f r o n t  a n d  
approach v e r ~  Rtw~ian ca~muai~am,  aKa~ we t a ~  heart  from t h i s  
s p l i t  o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  i s  g o i n g  on be tween  t h e  R u s s i a n  b r a n d  
o f  C o m m u n i s m  and  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  C h i n e s e  on  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  d o c -  
t r i n a i r e  a p p r o a c h ,  and  on  t he  w o r l d  r e v o l u t i o n  by  f o r c e  o r  w o r l d  r e v o -  
l u t i o n  by  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  ? 
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DR. T U C K E R :  Wel l ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  p o i n t s  to  a v e r y  
c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o b l e m  t h a t  i s  w e l l  w o r t h y  of  a n a l y s i s .  I t h i n k  I w o u l d  
f e e l  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be  u n d e s i r a b l e  and  p e r h a p s  a l i t t l e  r i s k y  to u s e  t h e  
a n a l o g y  o f  t h e  1917 s p l i t  b e t w e e n  R u s s i a n  c o m m u n i s m  and  E u r o p e a n  
S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y  in  a m e c h a n i c a l  way ,  a s  we now t r y  to  t h i n k  of  t h e  
a p p a r e n t l y  g r o w i n g  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  w h a t  we c o u l d  c a l l  K h r u s h c h e v i t e  
S o v i e t  c o m m u n i s m  and  S t a l i n i s t  C h i n e s e ,  A l b a n i a n  c o m m u n i s m .  It 
i s  t r u e  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  in  t h i s  d e b a t e  g o i n g  o n  w i t h i n  
t h e  C o m m u n i s t  w o r l d  i s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  u s e  of  f o r c e .  It i s  t r u e  t h a t  
K h r u s h c h e v  in  t h e  1956 r e v i s i o n  of  C o m m u n i s t  d o c t r i n e  had  gone  b a c k  
to  t h e  o ld  19th  c e n t u r y  M a r x i s t  i d e a  t h a t  t he  t r a n s i t i o n  of  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  
P a r t y c o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  in  s o m e  c a s e s  by  w h a t  he  c a l l s  p e a c e f u l  p a r l i a -  
m e n t a r y  m e a n s .  T h e  p r e s e n t  v i e w ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  v e r y  o n - t h e - o n e -  
h a n d ,  o n - t h e - o t h e r - h a n d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  p a r t y  p r o g r a m  s a y s  it  m a y  t a k e  
p l a c e  p e a c e f u l l y ,  bu t  on  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h a t  t h e y  m u s t  no t  f o r g e t  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  n o n p e a c e f u l  p a t h .  It d o e s n ' t  s a y  t h a t  t h e y  p r e f e r  t h e  
p e a c e f u l  o r  t h a t  t h e  p e a c e f u l  i s  in  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  p r o p e r  o r  t he  d e -  
s i r a b l e ~ o n e .  

It v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e t w e e n  i t s e l f ,  t h i s  v i e w ,  a n d  t h a t  
o f  t he  E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y  by  s a y i n g  t h a t  a t  s o m e  p o i n t  in  t h e  
p r o c e s s ,  w h e r e b y  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  o r  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  c o m e s  to 
p o w e r ,  t h e r e  m u s t  be  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  
i t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  o n e - p a r t y  s y s t e m  w i l l  h a v e  to a r i s e ,  w h i c h ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t s  d o n ' t  do .  T h e y  s t i l l ,  e v e n  
a f t e r  c o m i n g  to p o w e r ,  go on f i g h t i n g  b y  d e m o c r a t i c  m e a n s  to  s t a y  in  
p o w e r ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  R u s s i a n  C o m m u n i s t  d o c t r i n e  of  t o d a y ,  t h e  m o d e r n -  
i z e d  v e r s i o n  u n d e r  K h r u s h c h e v ,  s t i l l  p o s i t s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  
c o m e  to  p o w e r ,  t h i s  w i l l  b e  f o r  k e e p s ,  b y  s e t t i n g  up a d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  

T h i s  i s  a f a r  c r y  f r o m  E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a c y ,  b u t  s t i l l  w i t h i n  
c o m m u n i s m  i t  i s  a m o r e  m o d e r a t e  d o c t r i n e ,  o r  m o d e r n  o u t l o o k ,  t h a n  
t h a t  w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  d e f e n d e d  b y  t h e  M a o i s t  w i n g  in P e k i n g ,  w h i c h  un -  
d o u b t e d l y  h a s  f o l l o w e r s  a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a r i o u s  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t i e s  o f  
t h e  w o r l d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  w h i c h  
i s  a l s o ,  i f  I a m  c o r r e c t ,  a s c e n e  of  a p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
T h e  ~ o n f l i c t  i s  no t  s i m p l y  b e t w e e n  p a r t i e s  a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e t w e e n  
C h i n a  and  R u s s i a ,  b u t  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  S o v i e t  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a l s o .  

Q U E S T I O N :  D o c t o r ,  y o u  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f l o u r i s h i n g  s o c i a l i s m  in  
E u r o p e  a s  b e i n g  p a r t i a l l y  d u e  to t h e  n e e d  of  t he  m a s s e s  f o r  a r e l i g i o n  
o r  f a i t h  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  w h i c h  t h e  C h u r c h  h a d  g i v e n  t h e m  in  t h e  y e a r s  
p r e v i o u s .  C a n  we l o o k  to  a n o t h e r  r e l i g i o n  o r  f a i t h  o r  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  
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m i g h t  g r o w  up in c o n t e m p o r a r y  t i m e s  o r  in the  f u t u r e  t ha t  wi l l  s a t i s f y  
a need ,  not f o r  t he  m a s s e s  but  f o r  the  p e o p l e ?  T h e  on ly  s u g g e s t i o n  I 
c a n  s e e  at  t h i s  t i m e  is  s c i e n c e  o r  t e c h n o l o g y .  

DR. T U C K E R :  I t h i n k  y o u  r a i s e  a b a s i c ,  f u n d a m e n t a l ,  and  a m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  p r a c t i c a l  p r o b l e m ,  and  I don ' t  know the  a n s w e r .  But I do 
f e e l  tha t  the  s t u d y  of  the  k inds  of p h e n o m e n a  tha t  we have  b e e n  t a l k i n g  
abou t  t o d a y  is  he lp fu l  in t e a c h i n g  us t ha t  m a n ,  who,  a s  you  know, has  
b e e n  c a l l e d  a p o l i t i c a l  a n i m a l ,  a t o o l - m a k i n g  a n i m a l ,  a l a n g u a g e - u s i n g  
a n i m a l ,  and v a r i o u s  p e o p l e  h a v e  put  f o r w a r d  v a r i o u s  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  of  
s p e c i f y i n g  ju s t  wha t  is p e c u l i a r  about  h i m ,  m i g h t  a l s o  be  c a l l e d  a 
" f a i t h - n e e d i n g  a n i m a l .  " 

I think one of these definitions ought to be "religious animal, " 
that is, somebody who needs to have some kind of faith or some kind 
of a belief system. And this doesn't mean that he always will. It just 
means that if he doesn't he'll be unhappy. 

It s e e m s  to m e  tha t  it m a y  be  tha t  the  g r e a t e s t  p r o b l e m  of  m o d e r n  
c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  the  k ind  of c i v i l i z a t i o n  tha t  is  d e v e l o p i n g  now in m o s t  
c o u n t r i e s ,  i s  tha t  it d i s t u r b s  the b e l i e f  s y s t e m  and  tha t  it is  v e r y  d i f f i -  
cu l t  f o r  m a n  to m a i n t a i n  any  a l l - i n c l u s i v e  f a i t h  tha t  g i v e s  a g r e a t  d e a l  
of  m e a n i n g  to his  l i fe  in m o d e r n  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  The  q u e s t i o n  i s :  Can  
t h i s  f a i t h  be  r e c o v e r e d  in s o m e  w a y ?  It s e e m s  to m e  tha t  the  a b s e n c e  
of  it p r o b a b l y  l i e s  at t he  v e r y  b a s i s  of  the  m a l a i s e  and the  u n e a s i n e s s  
tha t  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i s i b l e  in W e s t e r n  m a n  in o u r  e r a .  

I don't know where the new faith is coming from, if it is coming. 
It seems to me that these old Socialist shibboleths, we see from this 
account of the events of the past hundred years,  don't have much po- 
tential of revival as a meaningful, vibrant faith for masses  of men in 
modern society. But science and technology you suggest. Well, I 
wonder if that, by its very nature, is capable of answering to this need. 
It seems to me that I would doubt whether the scientific outlook in itself 
could supply that need. 

W h e r e  it is  c o m i n g  f r o m ,  I don ' t  know. It s e e m s  to m e  tha t  t h e r e  
a r e  a l l  k inds  of l o w - g r a d e  f a i t h s  c l a m o r i n g  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e  in t h i s  v a c -  
uum,  s u p r e m e l y  e x t r e m i s t  i d e o l o g i e s ,  a l l  k inds  of  m a l i g n a n t ,  s o r t  of  
s u p e r p a t r i o t i c  f a i t h s .  T h e s e  a r e  j u s t  m a n y  of the  s y m p t o m s  of the  
f a c t  tha t  m o d e r n  m a n  n e e d s  s o m e  kind of  f a i t h  and  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  it,  and  
a l l  s o r t s  of  p o o r  a r t i c l e s  wi l l  c o m p e t e  fo r  h is  c o n c e r n  and c o n s i d e r a -  
t ion  in t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
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W h e r e  i s  the  g e n u i n e  a r t i c l e  ? I don ' t  know.  And I d o n ' t  know 
w h e n  it i s  c o m i n g .  I t h i n k  tha t  in  m a t t e r s  l ike  t h i s  t he  on ly  t h ing  one  

c a n  do i s  w a i t  and  hope .  

QUESTION:  You  s a i d  a wh i l e  ago  tha t  the  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  in i t s e l f  
d i d n ' t  t a k e  b a c k  in t he  l a t e  1890 ' s .  Would y o u  c o m m e n t  on the  i d e a  
tha t  p e r h a p s  it  d i d n ' t  t a k e  b e c a u s e  it  Was not s t i m u l a t e d  by  the  d e v e l -  

o p m e n t  of  the  two m a i n  p a r t i e s  we h a v e  n o w ?  

DR. T U C K E R :  You m e a n  h e r e  in A m e r i c a ?  

STUDENT: Yes. 

DR. T U C K E R :  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  th i s  would  be  a f u r t h e r  f a c t o r ,  b e y o n d  
t h e  o n e s  t ha t  I m e n t i o n e d - - t h e  a b s e n c e  of  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n  in A m e r i c a  
c o m p a r a b l e  to tha t  in c o n t i n e n t a l  c o u n t r i e s  and  E n g l a n d ,  and s e c o n d l y ,  
the  g r e a t  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  tha t  e x i s t e d  in  the  l a t e  19th c e n t u r y  

A m e r i c a ,  b e y o n d  wha t  E u r o p e  cou ld  a f f o r d .  

But  o v e r  and above  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  what  we have  s e e n  in A m e r i c a ,  
s u r e l y ,  is  the  g r o w t h  of a s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  s t a t e ,  a w e l f a r e  s t a t e .  J u s t  
a s  m a n y  of t he  S o c i a l i s t s  of  E n g l a n d  and  the  C o n t i n e n t  a r e  a t  a l o s s  to 
know wha t  k ind  of  p r o g r a m  to put  f o r w a r d  at  a t i m e  w h e n  m o s t  of  t h e i r  
o ld  p r o g r a m s  a r e  r e a l i z e d ,  so h e r e  in the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  it s e e m s  to 
m e ,  t h e r e  i s  v e r y  l i t t l e  r o o m  f o r  a n y b o d y  to w o r r y  too m u c h  abou t  t h e  
o ld  s l o g a n s  w h e n  we h a v e  p e n s i o n  s y s t e m s ,  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  and  in -  
c r e a s i n g  t a l k  abou t  o l d - a g e  h e a l t h  b e n e f i t s ,  and  so on.  

M o s t  of the  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  of  the  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  is  a s  h i g h l y  d e v e l -  
o p e d  in t h i s  c o u n t r y  as  it i s  in m o s t  p l a c e s  in  E u r o p e .  It s e e m s  to m e  
t h a t  wha t  we h a v e  now in the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  no l o n g e r  a c a p i t a l i s t  
s y s t e m  but  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I t h i n k  one  m i g h t  c a l l  a p o s t c a p i t a l i s t  s y s -  
t e m .  T h i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  is  a m a t t e r  of  s e m a n t i c s ,  bu t  s e m a n t i c s  c a n  
be  t e r r i b l y  i m p o r t a n t .  I t h i n k  tha t ,  i n s t e a d  of c a l l i n g  it  a c a p i t a l i s t  
s y s t e m  now we m i g h t  t r y  to t h i n k  up s o m e  o t h e r  w o r d .  

Of c o u r s e  t he  R u s s i a n s  h a t e  t h i s .  T h e y  wan t  us to go on  c a l l i n g  
it  a c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m ,  a n d  t h e y  r i d i c u l e ,  and l augh ,  and  t r y  to a r g u e  
a g a i n s t  e v e r y  e f f o r t  m a d e  b y  p e o p l e  on o u r  s i d e  to s a y  tha t  we h a v e  
s o m e t h i n g  new,  not l ike  t he  o ld  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  know 
t h a t  t he  o ld  a s s o c i a t i o n s  go on e x i s t i n g  in the  m i n d s  of  m a n y - p e o p l e  
a r o u n d  the  w o r l d .  So, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  tha t  

we go on u s ing  the  s a m e  old  w o r d s .  
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QUESTION:  D o c t o r ,  in y o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  you  m e n t i o n e d  the  r e l a -  
t i v e  s t r e s s  of t he  B r i t i s h  s o c i a l i s m  v e r s u s  the  c o n t i n e n t a l  s o c i a l i s m ,  
and  the  r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  s o c i a l i s m .  With  
the  f o r m a t i o n  of  the  C o m m o n  M a r k e t ,  and the  p o s s i b l e  e n t r y  of  D e n -  
m a r k ,  N o r w a y ,  and Eng land ,  what  do you  t h i n k  the  i m p a c t  wi l l  be  on  
the  o v e r a l l  s o c i a l i s t i c  s y s t e m  in E u r o p e ?  S e c o n d l y ,  wha t  do y o u  f e e l  
to be the possibilities of a supranationalist Socialist Party as distin- 
guished from nationalistic tendencies of some of the states ? 

DR. T U C K E R :  I w i s h  I cou ld  a n s w e r  t h o s e  m a r v e l o u s  q u e s t i o n s .  
I know tha t  s o m e  E u r o p e a n  S o c i a l i s t s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  D e n n i s  H e a l e y  in 
E n g l a n d ,  a p r o m i n e n t  B r i t i s h  l a b o r i t e  t h e o r i s t  and  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  
ha s  s u g g e s t e d  tha t  the  f o r m a t i o n  of the  C o m m o n  M a r k e t  m a y  be  a m e a n s  
of  a d v a n c i n g  E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m  by  b r i d g i n g  th i s  gap b e t w e e n  the  n o r t h -  
e r n  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h e r e  t he  Soc i a l i s t  P a r t i e s  h a v e  had  the  e x p e r i e n c e  of 
g o v e r n m e n t a l  o f f i c e ,  and  the  c o n t i n e n t a l  c o u n t r i e s ,  the  m u l t i p a r t y  
s t a t e s ,  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  had  t h e s e  p e c u l i a r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of c o a l i t i o n  
p o l i t i c s .  

But ,  j u s t  how tha t  is go ing  to h a p p e n  I don ' t  qu i t e  s e e .  I don ' t  
qu i te  s e e  wha t  t he  b a s i s  is  f o r  h i s  o p t i m i s m  tha t  the  f o r m a t i o n  of  t he  
C o m m o n  M a r k e t  wi l l  have  an i n v i g o r a t i n g  e f f e c t  on the  p o l i t i c a l  p o s i -  
t i o n  of E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s m  as  a w h o l e .  He d o e s  m e n t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  
t ha t  the  Nenn i  S o c i a l i s t s  in I t a ly  tha t  w e r e  a t  one  t i m e  v e r y  c l o s e l y  
a l l i e d  wi th  the  C o m m u n i s t s  h a v e  m a d e  the  f i r s t  s i gn  of  a b r e a k  on  the  
i s s u e  of an  i n t e g r a t e d  E u r o p e .  T h i s  s e e m e d  to h a v e  an a p p e a l  to t h e  
l e f t - w i n g  S o c i a l i s t s  in I ta ly ,  and  it h e l p e d  dig  the  f i s s u r e  b e t w e e n  t h e m  
and  the  I t a l i a n  C o m m u n i s t s .  

Now, of  c o u r s e ,  the  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t i e s  of  E u r o p e  a r e  d e a d  s e t  
a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  of i n t e g r a t i o n .  T h e  R u s s i a n s  a r e  d e a d  s e t  
a g a i n s t  t he  g r o w t h  of  an i n t e g r a t e d  E u r o p e a n  e c o n o m y ,  f o r  r a t h e r  o b -  
v i o u s  r e a s o n s  c o n n e c t e d  wi th  Sovie t  i n t e r e s t s .  

So t h i s  m a y  be a f i s s u r e  b e t w e e n  the  C o m m u n i s t s  and  the  E u r o p e a n  
S o c i a l i s t s ,  but  w h e t h e r  o r  not  i t  wi l l  s t r e n g t h e n  the  S o c i a l i s t  m o v e m e n t  
in E u r o p e  I c o u l d n ' t  s a y .  I would  p r e f e r  to l e a v e  tha t  q u e s t i o n  open .  
I do know tha t  s o m e  S o c i a l i s t s  hope  tha t  it w i l l .  

QUESTION:  T h e  S o c i a l i s t s  w e r e  v e r y  s t r o n g  in G e r m a n y  b e f o r e  
H i t l e r .  T h e  C o m m u n i s t s  h a v e  c l a i m e d  tha t  the  r i s e  of  H i t l e r  w a s  due  
to the  s t a t e  of  s o c i a l i s m .  Is th i s  t r u e  ? 
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DR. TUCKER: Like all complicated things, and in all complicated 
matters of politics, to see some one factor is always very risky. So 
here it is true that at a period after the First  World War, when the 
Socialist Party of Germany, the SPD, was very strong, it didn't make 
very forthright, vigorous use of its power. The leadership of the party 
was not very strong. But I don't think that the Social Democratic Party 
could be accused of exclusive or even decisive responsibility for the 
r ise of Hitler. It seems to me that, if we want to assign responsibility 
within the field of German politics, surely the Communist Party of 
Germany, which was taking its orders from Moscow, specifically from 
Stalin, bears an even greater share of responsibility, because it was 
Stalin's policy at that time not to favor a united front of the Socialist 
Parties against the Nazi danger. 

QUESTION:  D o c t o r ,  in any  d i s c u s s i o n  of  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y ,  it s e e m s  
i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  t he  w o r d s  " l e f t "  and  " r i g h t "  c r e e p  in.  You d i d n ' t  u s e  
the  w o r d s  v e r y  o f t en ,  but  t h e i r  u s e  would  a p p e a r  to i n d i c a t e  t ha t  p e r -  
haps  t h e r e  i s  the  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s o m e  s o r t  of  s p e c t r u m  w h i c h  cou ld  be  
i d e n t i f i e d  f r o m  le f t  to r i g h t .  Cou ld  y o u  t e l l  us b r i e f l y  how you  s e e  
th i s  s p e c t r u m ,  if in f a c t  t h e r e  is  s u c h  a t h i n g ?  

DR. TUCKER: You mean within the framework of socialism ? 

S T U D E N T :  No, wi th in  the  f r a m e w o r k  of  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y .  F o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  w h e n  you  m e n t i o n  s y n d i c a l i s m  and  a n a r c h i s m ,  as  o f f s h o o t s  
of  c e r t a i n  p e r i o d s  of  s o c i a l i s m ,  it m i g h t  be a r g u e d  tha t  a n a r c h i s m  
cou ld  b e  to the  r i g h t  of  a d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s .  Could  you  d e s c r i b e  
how you  e n v i s i o n  the  s p e c t r u m  ? 

DR. TUCKER: I am not sure how far one could go. It seems to 
me that these notions of left and right are of limited usefulness. Within 
that limitation they are so useful that we can't really talk without using 
them. Of course we know that it goes back to the period after the 
French Revolution, and the traditional connotations of left seem to be 
more radical and the right seems to be less radical and more conserv- 
ative. Now, just in those general terms I think that the distinction has 
usefulness. But we can't categorize all the differences between the 
political tendencies, even within a movement, in terms of being more 
or less radical. There are certain qualitative differences. That's 
where the distinction has only limited usefulness. 

QUESTION:  R e c o g n i z i n g  tha t  Sweden  is  out  f r o n t  in s o c i a l i s t i c  
p r o g r a m s ,  it would  be  i n t e r e s t i n g  to h e a r  y o u r  v i e w s  on a c o m p a r i s o n  
of  the  p r o g r e s s  o f  s o c i a l i s m  in the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  v e r s u s  tha t  in 
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E n g l a n d ,  G e r m a n y ,  and  F r a n c e ,  t a k i n g  into c o n s i d e r a t i o n  not  o n l y  t he  
adop t ion  of s o c i a l i s t i c  proboTams, l ike  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  m i n i m u m  w a g e ,  
and one  th ing  and  a n o t h e r ,  but  a l so  t a k i n g  into  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the  f a c t  
t ha t  in t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  t h e y  don ' t  have  c a p i t a l  ga in s  t a x e s ,  and  tha t  
t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  has  t he  h i g h e s t  r a t e s  of  p r o g r e s s i v e  i n c o m e  tax ,  a l s o  
t h a t  the  t o t a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e n d i t u r e s  in t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s  r e p r e s e n t  a 
l e s s e r  f r a c t i o n  of  the  G N P  t h a n  t h e y  do in  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

DR. T U C K E R :  Wel l ,  it s e e m s  to m e  tha t  wha t  y o u  a r e  a s k i n g ,  
t hen ,  i s :  M a y  not  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  in s o m e  w a y s  be  f a r t h e r  a l o n g  the  
r o a d  to s o c i a l i s m  t h a n  s o m e  of  t h e s e  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  t h a t  o f f i -  
c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e i r  own S o c i a l i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  ? I t h ink  the  a n s w e r  is  
y e s ,  p e r h a p s ,  but  e a c h  t h ing  has  to be  l o o k e d  at  in  i t s  own t e r m s - - f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  Whi le  we do h a v e  TVA and t h e  P o s t  Of f i c e ,  
a n d  so on, we c e r t a i n l y  h a v e n ' t  gone  n e a r l y  so  f a r  in the  f i e l d  of  n a -  
t i o n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  the  t r a n s f e r  of  the  m e a n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n  to pub l i c  o w n -  
e r s h i p  as ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  E n g l a n d ,  o r ,  p r e s u m a b l y ,  s a y ,  Sweden ,  a l -  
t h o u g h  I am not too s u r e  of  m y  s t a t i s t i c s  on  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  in t h e  
n o r t h e r n  c o u n t r i e s .  

But  in o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  we  m a y  be  e v e n  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  a long ,  a s  in 
r e s p e c t  to the  c a p i t a l  g a i n s  tax ,  w h i c h  y o u  m e n t i o n e d .  T h i s  b e c o m e s  
e v e n  m o r e  m e a n i n g f u l  at  a t i m e  w h e n  the  o f f i c i a l  S o c i a l i s t s  a r e  a b a n -  
don ing  the  i d e a  tha t  s o c i a l i s m  e q u a l s  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  If s o c i a l i s m  
c e a s e s  to be  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  the  i d e a  of  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e n  m o r e  a n d  
m o r e  of  the  p i e c e m e a l  s o r t s  of  t h i n g s  tha t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  r e a l i z e d  in  
o t h e r  n o n - S o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  o r  c o u n t r i e s  t ha t  don ' t  t h i n k  of  t h e m -  
s e l v e s  as  b e i n g  S o c i a l i s t ,  m a y  be  in l i ne  w i th  t he  n e w  and  m o r e  f l e x i -  
b l e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of  s o c i a l i s m  t h e m s e l v e s .  

So it  s e e m s  to m e  tha t  t h i s  is an  o p e n  q u e s t i o n  tha t  we  h a v e  to 
l ook  at  in t e r m s  of  a w h o l e  s p e c t r u m  of  s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a .  

QUESTION:  It wou ld  a p p e a r  tha t  i f  the  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  a c h i e v e d  
i t s  o b j e c t i v e s  it wou ld  be  l i ke  the  S o c i a l i s t s ,  a r e b e l  w i thou t  a c a u s e .  
Do t h e y  a d d r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  to th i s  p r o b l e m  ? 

DR. T U C K E R :  V e r y  m u c h  so,  and  p o s e  it  in t h e i r  p r o g r a m s .  
You know tha t  the  Sovie t  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  h a s  r e c e n t l y  a d o p t e d  a n e w  
p r o g r a m ,  the  f i r s t  s i n c e  1919, and  the  p r o g r a m  p o s e s  the  u l t i m a t e  
goa t  of  a f,,]] C o m m u n i s t  s o c i e t y .  T h e y  now c l a i m  tha t  t h e y  h a v e  
a c h i e v e d  s o c i a l i s m  but  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  in  the  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  s o c i a l i s m  
to  fu l l  c o m m u n i s m ,  w h i c h  wi l l  be  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  the  p r i n c i p l e :  
" F r o m  e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  ab i l i t y ,  to e a c h  a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  n e e d s ,  " 
e t  c e t e r a .  
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T h e y  s a y  tha t  the  f o u n d a t i o n s  of  t h i s  fu l l  C o m m u n i s t  s o c i e t y  wi l l  
be  bu i l t  in  the  2 0 - y e a r  p e r i o d  f r o m  1960 to 1980, but  the  u l t i m a t e  c o n -  
s t r u c t i o n  wi l l  c o m e  on ly  a f t e r  1980. T h i s  is  a v e r y ,  v e r y  s e r i o u s  
p r o b l e m .  If we go b e n e a t h  the  s u r f a c e  h e r e ,  we f ind a v e r y ,  v e r y  
s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m .  If c o m m u n i s m  w e r e  e v e r  a c h i e v e d  ih R u s s i a ,  t h e y  
wou ld  h a v e  to k e e p  it a s e c r e t .  B e c a u s e ,  wha t  would  t h e n  be  the  f u n c -  
t ion  of  the  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y ?  T h e  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l l y  e x i s t s  
to l e a d  the  p e o p l e  to the  p r o m i s e d  l and  of  c o m m u n i s m .  I ts  m o n o p o l y  
of  p o w e r  is  w h o l l y  b a s e d  in the  a r g u m e n t  on the  n e e d  to g ive  l e a d e r s h i p  
to the  n a t i o n  in t he  m a r c h  t o w a r d  c o m m u n i s m .  If t h e y  e v e r  a d m i t  tha t  
t h e y  h a v e  c o m m u n i s m ,  t h e r e  i s  no l o n g e r  a n y  b a s i s  f o r  c l a i m i n g  tha t  
the  p a r t y  s h o u l d  h a v e  a m o n o p o l y  of p o w e r .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  it s e e m s  to m e  tha t ,  if we  l o o k  at  the  t h ing  in  t e r m s  
of  co ld  r e a l i s m ,  c o m m u n i s m  c a n  n e v e r  be  a c h i e v e d  in R u s s i a .  T h a t  
is  to s a y  it c an  n e v e r  be  o f f i c i a l l y  a d m i t t e d  so long  as  th i s  p a r t y  is  in 
p o w e r  tha t  the  goa l  ha s  b e e n  r e a l i z e d .  T h e  goa l  is  a k ind of  f u n c t i o n a l  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  C o m m u n i s t  P a r t y  p o w e r ,  o r  no t  jus t  the  goa l  but  the  l a c k  
of  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  the  goa l .  T h e y  n e e d  to h a v e  t h e  goa l  in o r d e r  to j u s t i f y  
t h e i r  c l a i m  to p o w e r .  T h e y  n e e d  the  n o n f u l f i l l m e n t  of the  goa l  f o r  the  
s a m e  p u r p o s e .  

C O L O N E L  SMILEY:  D r .  T u c k e r ,  we  a r e  i n d e b t e d  to you,  s i r ,  f o r  
b e i n g  wi th  us t h i s  m o r n i n g  and  g iv ing  us y o u r  v e r y  c l e a r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
t he  h i s t o r y  and  d e v e l o p m e n t  of s o c i a l i s m .  On b e h a l f  of  a l l  of  us h e r e ,  
t h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h .  

(29 May 1962--5, 600)O'T/ljk:en 


