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Since 1925, thk President of the American Federati'on of'laboy, or 
6ne'o.f his leading assistants, 
'InduAtrial College, 

has lectured-almost every year at the 
This year hesident Green designated I&. Frank 

Ferlton to deliver a talk. 

LfJ?. S&it& has been active in labor probiems~ since he was fdwteen 
yf?g-s old. He started. in the Massachusetts state labor organization. 
Xore recently he has Seen in Washington with 'ihe V[ar Stabilization 
Board, the Xar Manpower Cormnissiofi, and on nmerous. box& and corm&t-&es 
of the American Federation of Labor. His present assignment is Director 
of Crgar:ixation of the Am$can Federation 'of Labor. 'I take plcnswe 
in introducing bP. Fenton. 

m. FENTON: 
‘ 

. Your invitation to appear here today to s@ak on organized Iaborts 
participation in the national economy is deeply'appreciated. ' Like most 
0Sficial.s df the American EBderation 0 f Iabor here Ln Washington, I have 
enjoyed a clcse and harmonious relationship with 0fficial.s of -,he i;ir3r 
gepartment, both civilian arid military, I have served with yo':* on 
several boards, qnd during the last year of the &xJpe;in war toured 
bomb-struck En@and anti tha battlefields in Frarrce where I had the 
opportunity of seeing for myself the tremendou;s Frnblems facing the 
military forces Il:hen conducting such large scale operations as were 
necessary to bring the second World Xar to its sllcceseful conclusiorl, 
The courtesies showr: to me by Generals Xsenhowr, F&tt&n, L&e, and many 
others ~511 long be treasured in my memory; 

In the pro:3osed scope of my remarks today you have asked that I 
diswss the p:urposes a.r:;d policies of the, iimer'icjn E'edoration of Lab'or, 
with .reference ti the U::ited. &ine $orkzr~ 
Trade Unions, 

of Amxicq or the I+~ilding 
It Gould be difficult indeed to discuss the policies of 

the American Pederatipn of Labor without payihk; tribute tb tha butstanding 
work performed in the last xar by the milding and Cocstruction Trades 
iirlions ) The United X5ne Yorkersi although much maligned, have made one 
cf the finest cor$ributions to Amcricar, industry, 

Peculiarly this rscommendation 'doss not hav$ -to comk from a labox 
man , The 3uilding Trades have bco:: praised, tine and time again, by the 
Setiretary of bV& and -the Ieading generals and admirals who conducted .the 
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war V The Navy report reveals that construction workers :.$ho were employed 
at Eidway, Guam, and other Pacific Islands, dropped their peacetime 
instruments to fight side by side with -tne Zarines, Their record in 
building cantonments and naval 3ases has no parallel in industrisl his- 
tory, anywhere in the world. It is co-mmon knc?vledge t&tt they helped the 
Navy develop the Sea Bees and that many oA c those men who served th&r 
country were beyond military age, 'de are proud of this unit because 
85 percent of the Sea Deas were members of the American Federation of 
Labor. It muzt be remembered too that the Building and Construction 
Trades and the Metal Trades stabilized their working conditions prior 
to the Pearl Harbor attack. . 

The American Federation of Labor is an American'organization, founded 
and predicated upon the democratic way of life, Since our inception+we 
have been opposed to totalitarianism in any form, whether that Facism be 
headed by industrial leaders to the right or workers to the left. Cur L 
trade union movement is a part of the instituticnal life of Arnericat., It 
is a democratic institution made up of men and women who .~vork for T:ages. 
It is a group of human beings who lflant to be treated as h;lli?r2n‘beings in 
a democracy. We arc patriotic, and we 2!6ll S erve the cou2tryl :iJe s ey;‘,e 
the country by giving our labor in peacetime to insure ju.r ;?roductivc 
apparatus as well as to preserve our democratic institutions. In mart:iino, 
or in preparation for defense for 'v:ar, we take i': for granted, as a31 our 
past history shows, that we will be patriotic and 10~21, and we y:ill con- 
tribute to the hilt on the product&on front. nut, as democrats, BE don't 
want to bc ordered, because we don't need t,o Se ordered, \:,re <a*- .- vo].-,,r.- " 
tary cooperative people, cooperating volunt,arily, of our free will, 
thr OU&h our own will and our .desiro to help out our country and OLL" 
military arm, which In'e regard as the first line of our defense, and for 
the preservation of cur liberties and cur standards of living, and our 
right to organize. 

V!here the military arm 'has shown that they trust us, the response 
has been wholehearted ccoperation by our union leaders, and the contrary 
is true where they failed to skiox the trust -that they should. :,;y <2x- 
perience in the past war teaches me that YE must ,learn tiuring peacetime 
to work together so that we will be p?epared to wor.k together for the 
comm.on defense of 6ur nation. I think that a concrete example of the 
confidence and .trust that I am speaking about is demonstrated in the fact 
that the Army divulged in the Ejuildin;:: Trades that they were buildin::, a 
secre-t :veapon that would require craftsmen from all over America to 
engage in the building .of these plants without any s-,rikos. I am refer- 
ring to the construction of the two Amtomic Romb llants. ;'k: kept, our 
pledge of secrecy and su-~nlied the manpo-;cer+ 1', ' 

Labor, in general, proved in this 'war Scyond any question of doubt 
that DEYECRATIC CCOFEI~YTION is a better system of government than 
totalitarian cocrdir:ation, Our production record to 19&.-1+5 approximated 
a national product of 200 billion dcllars r Yhi:n 'I XX in France I was 
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permitted. t.:, talk to some prisoners of war and to read some of the reports 
taken 'by 'the Fsychological Yfarfare Division of the Army. Tlzo prisoners t 
information and the reports revealed that Amzrica had too much material 
and that they were convinced that Germany was defeated, 

An examination of our convention proceedings ~~$11 disclose that a long 
time before most Americans were cognizant of the grovYing menace of facIsm 
that me were active and doing all that we gould t/j prevent its groli+~, 
Our record is proahetic, for the first act that Xussolini did :o:a.s to de, 

stray the trade &on movement in Italy. This was equally true of Eitlcr. 
We theri urged, in convention action, in 1937, the boycotting of Japanese 

" goods <and requested our State Department to try to stop thiz shipments of 
junk to Japan fo be fashioned into SOI&S and throT?,n upnn the innoce"nt 
pe oplt: of China, I think that the record will show that Fresidcnt Green 
was the first person in America to announce a statemrnt of his eitecutivc 
board against the race discrimination practisad by %.tl.er in 1933.. The 
Intarnational &otherhood of 'l'oamsters helped to organize and build iho 
i?~rmn iioad to carry.assistarice to the Chinese people. 

l’:ie ‘JfC r e able tc got accurate information rs tc :~h?at ‘.::as ha;>pcniti&; in 
Surope through our aXfiXations with the Iatern~tional Federations of 
Tra$e Unions i Xe listened to the rc.fugee, 0 who c-me from these A. countri~es 
wit!1 'tears in their eyes asking for America to do something or democracy 
would be destroyed forever in i!uropo. Xe did everything .+'e could by 
helping to feed these refugees who were hiding out, lr:hose only crime was 
their belief in democracy. This prompted us to act on Fresident Eloo,?evoltts 
recommendation for Lend-Lcsso &fore Congross was"ai::are of its importarAce, 
The record q&l1 also rcveal -t&-t wo favored the ?lan to civo destroyers 
and planes tn Great Britain inmediately afti?r Dunkirk. 

. 
I submit to you fhat'alertncss in advi sing our me5bershi.p on :~hat mas 

going on in Italy, Germany,,and Japan, helped to pepare a proper ,climate 
for the zeal and. patriotism shown by labor during the: Vorld ;%r II; 

This zeal and Fatriotism probably was best expressed ill the lords of 
tha-t sterling, fi@ing general, x&.o has gone to his just rel:,ard, the 
la.te General George Patton; In response to ;r,s question, "Con2ira1, -&at 
do you think a,jout the c6ntribution of the &merican worker?" FIis reply. 
lfi:as Y 'f&11, if it :J;aSn rt 5 or the production of the American worker me 
would riot be as near Paris 2s me are." 

be amortizei, 3: 3j.d not seek 
his profits bc suf'ficient to take 
&o---ho xcegtcd the ~~agcs fixed 
could use the fine skill of His 

The American worker d‘id not se& to 
relief in taxation. He did not ask th$it 
care of him in the rec,onvzrsion period. 
by the government. He was ha-ppy that he 
hands f,c 41;;-lp to win the ~;ar. ;ie accepted vdluntarily and freely all the 
manpower controls. l!e did fight, howover, and' J5ill continue to f!ight 
against a National 3ervi.c e Act. He did expect, howevsr, t.hat in a;~pre- 
ciation of the sacrifices he made that his governmerit v,ould pass some 
basic minimum social welfare legislation, 

-3- 



/. 
1;; :zl & b u\J l& 

,-, L-73 . ‘;;; :: f i’;j-; i I i&y b 
?D 
, __ 0 . 

-Eu; instoad of getting a favorable response from Congress he has b2ion 
put on the defensive by the introduction of a lot of anti-union legisla- 
tion that I ;~rill ded. w$th later in my ramarks. 

1. 

2. 

3, 

i, 

5, 

6. 

7. 

The icgislative program of the, American Federaticn of Labor is: 

An amendment to the EiniXum 3ai;o Bill that will provide .for a mini- 
mum of 65 cents an hour, 70 cents an hour in tT?J-o years, and 75 cents 
an hour minimum in four years. 

XJe believethat the U,S, Zmploymcnt service should bc national in 
scope bacause we learned during this war that only through national 
c tintrcls could 39 s olvc cmplo~ymmt pro'oloms. &ywxer j .the WLLSC 
voted this bill down to merely extend this federal S tlrvic 3 U;il;il 

1947, 
To extend the Social Security 7 SvStCiil by benefits and covoragc, Yo L 
believe t.hat old age security shoul, d be extended Ao agricultural 
and domestic workers and self-employed pdrsons. 

A Xational %3alth Bill, to provide hospitalization and medical care' 
on a. contributary basis so that the :l:orkcr ~$11. i;arn hi-s rights. 

Constructions of hospitals. 'Se helicve'thzrc should be fedorz?l- 
grants for stat0 @an3 to provide hospitals and mcdicai centorse 

YJLL EK?LU-~>,,~BT aI -~r,. Congress pass& an emasculated bill that 
will not meet any unemployment crisis if one should ar:ise, 

J&using X11, to Frovic?a low cost housing for veterans and workcrsr 
e 

These recomAmandations would appear to be fair and rcasonablc and in 
the interests of the -dell being of most of our ,Lmerican pccplo, ITo7,ycver 

79 

we do not expect much, Instead WC are.Eicing a hostile Congress that is 
bent upon destroying the labor movement. . 

I don't have to toll you of some of the problems facing labor -today, 
The pages of your dally ne.-:spaper arc: gi+en 3ver to a large: extent to 2he 
rantings of a fear misguided political figures on the NE., some of ;~hom 
ari‘: acting from sheer ignorance ~:l th a complete disregard for sim@ 
economics, or others who are act?ng on behalf of the segment of industry 
who ~~r?~inue to seek to relegate labor to a,ninor role in the Nation~s 
economy. In addition, you can't tJrn on the radio in your home aithout 
hitting a program which includes an oracle ;r:ho has the solution to ail 
the Netionls ills though his practical expericncc, if "z-g, has been 
gained by pounding a t,ypewri.ter on a given moment on any giv'3n su3.j act. 

Ferhaps I am a bit opitimistid, 3ut, I do have faith in our country 
as a whole. 32 have many brilliant men in Congress and ~;re havs mii3Jr 

outstanding business leaders rwho do not seek the dest;ru.ction o.f all 
labor for the sins of a few. 
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I ask you gentlemen to rcmembcr just one thing. !&en labor ~e.s'a 
minor factor in our country our success as a nation was questionable. 
'3ith the advance::icnt of labor and the acceptance of its principles, 
including free public schools, free' text books, free city hospitals and 
medical cart for those unable to pay,,frec state universities; living 
wages, tolerable v:orking conditions cand shorter hours of work,'w 
gradually took our place in the councils 0, C C,he nations of the world. 
Today we are the greatest nation on the face of the globe. Take a look 
at your atlas if you ;mnt to find the V;vorst. lWherev&r labor is do-~T- 
trodden you have a backward country in every respect. Tnen Hitler 
started his campaign for v;orld supremacy ho firs% destroyed the only 
free movements in Germany, labor first, and finally the Chwc& Italy 
did the same thi;rg, Japan never paid its workers a living wage, China 
is a glaring 'examI!le of T&at happens to a nation >4hsn its people are 
underpaid and un&rfed, Throughout the rcmainder'of the worid you ?:till 
r'ixd, for the most part, that each Nation's success orLlack 6f stature, 
rnzy be traced to the condition of the men and the woiwn who wrk. Ik- 
cauie of our v arious fr eedoms and system of froo enterprise tcdajj w 
find nearly every nation on the globe dependent upon our generosity for 
t!leir very.existence. Thy tien should ws listen to or follow t#he 
ranti;lgs of those who ;i;ould discard our ont*iro economic structure by 
taking avray from labor the &ins for which it has fought f@r mere Wan 
100 years ,i.n this great' land of ours? 

Ye arc 'opposed to all typS& of anti-union legislation. Ye are 
opposed to the tactics through ??rhich its sponsors are spen2ing Lmillions 
of dollars :&th'an elaborate public relations program to deceive the 
average citizen. labor does not have <he fecilitias to combat this tyi~ 
of propaganda. I think our record sho~ifs that 1;~ have been fa? more 
beneficial to the nation as a ~~:hola.than ->Te hava'bzcn harmful, I ml 
not afraid to cdmit t_tlat labor ?&a's made .mietekes. I do.clnim that a 
workingman is human and has a tendency t.0 err much the same as a military 
leader in the field may follow the woni: course. 

h&e 4e have been criticized for strikes. Some of these strikes 
been uwise, but as free &erican citizena, and in full complianc~e v:ith 
the lam of our nation, none of us 'is compelled to ii;ork undar conditions, 
which if unchecked, might lead to destruction of t3e labor movement as a, 
whole. Our nation's icdividuels have al,r7'r'- i Vic.d 3 rcscnted oompulsion, .This 
incil&x .business as wCL1 as labor. The ,strikas of~business wi.f;hiin Zhe 
past few year's have done far more damage to. our nationhl economy than 
labor disturbances, As a ma'tter of record, la:>cr's performance was so 
nearly perfect, taking the picture 3s a -ihole, ,that only a small fraction' 
of one percent of the tot.al numbor of norkcrs became involved in :;ork 
s t oppaps . . 

Contrast this with the ~ar‘ious' strikes ,of ,management . T'hc cattle 
gravers and the clothing manufactcr&s -:&t on strike agninst the Go~?r:i- , 
mcnt and they didn't go back to *pork until they T+,reck'ed the C.T.A.. and 
price ceilings, Xhen they finished that job they flooded thc'tirket 1~5th 
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meat and" clothing at increased prices. i-iowever J 23 serious as these 
management' strikes are, I would be the last person to recommend compul- 
sion as a means cf solving them, This is a part of the purchase price 
of liberty. . 

These 'strikes Qy management in turn brought about an-atzempt by 
labor to bring abou't more parity between -~ag;es arid prices. You can get 
all tlx ineat you zant to&jr if yOu can af?ord it, The sine C,hing g0.m 
for clothes. The average worker and his family just don!& I, have- the m 1 
and we find our markets floo,hed with goods at high prices, 

O-lCY 
I think 70~ 

mill agree wit-h me when I say that if an avsrr?ge ci-tizen &ntt find the, 
money to purchase good.s produced that wz are heading for serious diffi- 
culties as a nation. Tfar time wages, inflated by long hours and overSime 
pay, 2r-c gone. :i'Jc are back to a peacetime economy and' unless management, 
not all management, realizes it and gets dew to brass tacks to sit ' 
around 'the c'onference table and discuss with, the rcsponeible elements of 
labor their, mutual problems, vie are in for some pretty tough sledding, 

YJe hear a lot today about the so-called closed shop. The t e:minology 
!'closed shop" was coined by anti-union emplcye-s because of the antipathjr 
American peo:2e have for anythin? closed, and with the special plea that 
$he open shop affords opportunity for freedom. The open shop is, a closed 
shop to union mono The proper d.csLgr-ation of the closed shop 5hoc;l.d be 
the xinion shop whi'ch is open to all &&ified workmen. Propagandized 
individuals might conclude that the. closed, shop evades individual rights. 
Groups leading the clamor to destroy the union shop arenl.t affected. 
Hidden advocates are the anti-union employers or agents xctin~ for t&m 
in Congress, and through s-i&e legislatures, Associated Farmers', Chrisian 
American AssociZtion, and other propaganda channels to deprive labor of 
benefits -fcon after its long Struggle. 

;iJe employ no under-hand&, method in furthering the union shop 
principle. 

, 
Ye offer these reasons: 

I.* It affords j OS security and protection against em@oyers' arbitrary 
discrimination o -f disclharging, I;romoting ci- demoting, or favoring 
the non-union worker ovw t,he u.nion"worker. 

2, L 
Eauality of contract beg-ins X&W there is 
pov;er, 

equality' of bargaining * 

3. Protection of working standards by @e-venting cut -throat com~xhition 
by non-union employees or employers, 

d 
4-i Equality Of sacrifice lq'assuring to all good ~:ages and ??:orlcing 

condftions c D 

5, How can t;re exercise discipline to assure fulfillment of contractual 
rclntionship without union disciglinc? Labor 1s contribution to 

&. . 
. 
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social and economic vwli'are represents a forward stride in human 
relationships, more than compensating for any of its faults, 

The union shop, in contracts :,:hich have beon mutually wgotiated 
by labor and management, is only one 01 the focal points for attack by 
reactionaries in both Congress and business. T!:eyare attacking on 313. 

frcnts at .the same time, backed -&th millions of dollars which is being, *L 
used for advertising and publicity, none of which presents both sides of 
the issue and all of whic:h is CXrCPLzll-" J bcc1011c1ed mit11 a viatv tn coin- . . v-m.c;.ng persons who ,night otherwise take a clear and unbiased view on 
the subject, 

I have been asked frequentQ of late, What are labor's view on 
maintaining industrial pca~t??'~ It is a difficult question and one :Jhich 
v~ili test iCgpx.ity 02 the bat thought we have in. both ,managem~!nt and 
labor if we are to arrive? at a real solution. Yoth ~IYOUJU arc CO~~~IX.S~~ 
because we don't know -;Ihat the government is going to 20 and 7;~ Idon't 
know anyone else who does. 

I admit that there have been some diff iculties in industrial relations 
j.r: rccoqt; r;lq$- 11 .? .,A4 , S. I also admit that both management and labor E&X partly 
responsible, Bovmwr, I am convinced that government is more responsible.. 
for the confusion that exists in industrial relations .than bcth manage- 
merit 3rd. labor. 

lie must free ourselves from government controls. This can best be 
acccmplished "through genuine mazagcm~nt, and labor cooperation, For 2 
union agreement .has within its four ccrncrs A method for settling grievances, 
2 cooling-of.f pesicd and mutual arbitration., If amployws ;xould stop 
fighting unions and accept in c? wholcheartetl xay collective bargaining 
and collective agreements, strikes would be infrequent and any legislation 
to interfere with industrial relations would be unnecessary and superfluous. 

It XLS this kind of cooperation, during the ear, that built the 
arsenal of democracy and the miracle of prloduction which $:roduced the tools 
i^or‘our ~~alin.nt fighting men to bring about a s-..wessful conclusion to the 
wrar ., 

Should we seek some other alternative throu~;h legislation? @ answer 
would be NO. - 

This is a. proven methnod, 1.1; -zas tested on t5ic anvil of experience.. 
Camnulsion of any kind would be a noor su~bstitute, I thin2 .thc Army should 
establish immodiatsly a managcmcnt and labor committee so tl~t they can 
st,udy, with the Army, the problems of national defense, y~~~r if ')-,rpJ 
shou1.d hsppon in this world of ours there v;ould be a thorough and volun- 
tary co$eration between the Army and our civilian organizations within our 
economy. 

(18 March 1947 - 350)X 
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