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H. R. 2265 99TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION 

To amend title 10, United States Code, to strengthen the position of Chairman of 
the Joint  Chiefs of Staff and to provide for more efficient and effective 
operation of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

IN  THE HOUSE O F  REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 29, 1985 

Mr. NICHOLS (for himself and Mr. H O P K I N S )  introduced the following bill; which 
was r e f e r r e d  to the Committee on Armed Services 

A BILL 
To amend title 10, United States Code, to strengthen the 

position of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and to 
provide for more efficient and effective operation of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

4 

5 organization Act of 1985”. 

This Act may be cited as the “Joint Chiefs of Staff Re- 
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SEC. 2. CHAIN O F  COMMAND. 
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(a) SPECIFICATION OF CHAIN OF COMMAND.—Section 

124(c) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by striking 

out paragraph (2) and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

“(2) The national military chain of command runs from 

the President to the Secretary and through the Chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the combatant commands. Orders 

to combatant commands shall be issued by the President or 

the Secretary through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff. 

“(3) Subject to the authority, direction, and control of 

the Secretary, the Chairman supervises the commanders of 

the combatant commands and acts as their spokesman on 

operational requirements.”. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 142(c) of 

such title is amended by inserting “ ,  except as provided by 

section 124(c) of this title, over” after “or” in the second 

sent en c e. 

SEC. 3. AUTHORITY FOR CHAIRMAN OF JOINT CHIEFS OF 

STAFF TO PROVIDE MILITARY ADVICE. 

Section 142(b) of title 10, United States Code, is 

amended— 

(1) by striking out “and” a t  the end of clause (2); 

(2) by striking out the period at  the end of clause 

(3); and 
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(3) by adding at  the end thereof the following new 

claus e : 

“(4) provide military advice in his own right to 

the President, the National Security Council, and the 

Secretary of Defense.”. 

SEC. 4. JOINT STAFF. 

(a) ELIMINATION OF MAXIMUM NUMBER OF OFFICERS 

ON JOINT STAFF.—Subsection (a) of section 143 of title 10, 

United States Code, is amended by striking out “not more 

than 400”. 

(b) MANAGEMENT OF JOINT STAFF.-( 1) Subsection 

(c) of such section is amended by striking out “, on behalf of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff” and inserting in lieu thereof “in the 

performance of those duties”. 

(2) Subsection (d) of such section is amended by insert- 

ing “and the Chairman” after “Joint Chiefs of‘ Staff”. 

(c) TENURE OF M E M B E R S  OF JOINT STAFF.—Subsec- 

tion (e) of such section is amended by inserting after the first 

sentence the following new sentence: “However, such a tour 

of duty may be extended with the approval of the Secretary 

of Defense. . ” 

(d) COMMENTS ON REPORTS OF JOINT STAFF; OPER- 

ATION OF JOINT STAFF.—Such section is further amended 

by adding a t  the end thereof the following new subsections: 



I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17  

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

4 

“(f)(1) Subject to guidelines established by the Secretary 

of Defense, each officer serving as a chief of service or as the 

commander of a unified or specified command may have an 

opportunity to provide formal comments on any report or rec- 

ommendation of the Joint Staff prepared for submittal to the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff before such report or recommendation is 

submitted to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. A copy of any such 

comment shall, at  the discretion of the officer submitting the 

comment, be included as an appendix in the submittal of such 

report or recommendation to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

“(2) For purposes of this subsection, the chiefs of service 

are the Chief of Staff of the Army, the Chief of Naval Oper- 

ations, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, and the Comman- 

dant of the Marine Corps. 

“(g) The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that the 

Joint Staff is independently organized and operated so that 

the Joint Staff, and the members of the ,Joint Staff, support 

the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff in meeting the congressional purpose set forth 

in the last clause of section 2 of the National Security Act of 

1947 (50 U.S.C. 401) to provide for the unified strategic 

direction of the combatant forces, for their operation under 

unified command, and for their integration into an efficient 

team of land, naval, and air forces.”. 
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SEC. 5. CONSIDERATION OF JOINT SERVICE IN SENIOR GEN- 

ERAL AND FLAG OFFICER APPOINTMENTS. 

Section 601 of title 10, United States Code, is amended 

by adding a t  the end thereof the following new subsection: 

“(d) I n  the case of an officer who is selected for recom- 

mendation to the President for an initial appointment to a 

grade above major general or rear admiral, the Chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall submit to the President, at  the 

same time as the recommendation for such appointment is 

submitted, the evaluation of the Chairman of the performance 

of that officer as a member of the Joint Staff and in other 

assignments involving joint military experience.”. 

SEC. 6. CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF TO BE 

MEMBER OF NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. 

Section 101(a)(5) of the National Security Act of 1947 

(50 U.S.C. 402(a)(5)) is amended by striking out “the Direc- 

tor for Mutual Security” and inserting in lieu thereof “the 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff”. 
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