
a rehabilitated Europe this, of course, is a situation that cannot last. 

It would be unnatural if it did last. It ~ very natural that in Europe 

today you will find voices that begin to feel uncomfortable under these 

circumstances. The voice of the President of the French Republic is one 

of them; he is, perhaps, the most prominent one. He feels perhaps even 

more strongly than others in Europe that this is an unbearable situation. 

All right, it is an unbearable situation, but what can we do about it? 

There are two possibilities; either those nations in Europe who 

think they can, by their own forces, by themselves one day match the 

United States in means and power; those who think that will work for a 

new relationship between sovereign states, hoping that they will be able 

to come out on top with this new combination. Others, and I think that 

we are among those who believe that the only way to reestablish a reason- 

able balance in the Atlantic Organization is to organize Europe as a 

whole so that they may become the partner that you would like to accept 

in your alliance, as an equal one. 

We have met difficulties in the past, in the Common Market, as you 

all know. Some of our friends in Europe seem to want to go back to the 

19th Century conception of the sovereign nation-state. They are reluc- 

tant to hand over national sovereign power to another authority. They 

seem to think that you don't have to integrate in order to find collec- 

tive strength. But there are others - and I b~ ieve we are amonB them - 

who fee~ that you can only be quite sure of your allies when you have 

interlocked your vital interests to such an extent that it becomes im- 

possible for any of the allies to withdraw at a certain moment. 
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