
QUESTION: Mr. Ambassador, you mentioned "give-and-take" a moment 

ago. As you are well aware~ this country of mine has dispensed well in 

excess of a hundred billions of dollars to support the countries through- 

out the world~ gladly~ since World War If. Equally well-known is the 

fact that we are now having a balance of payments problem. How are the 

countries concerned in Europe now looking on the discussions now going 

on with respect to the possible collection of World War I debts owed 

this country? 

AMBASSADOR yon BALLUSECK: I don't know, frankly. I didn't know 

that World War I debts were under discussion and I don't know anything 

about them; I'm sorry. But in the broader sense, yes, I do think we do 

realize that there are certain sectors of action or inaction in which 

Europe is in default. However, one should not too easily generalize. 

In the military field any comparison between your defense budget and 

that of the European states - you allies - shows a tremenendous imbal- 

ance. You do far more even when you reduce it to per capita expenses 

for defense purposes. 

Roughly speaking again - I've lost my notes; I had a few figures 

on that - but I think you can say that in this country you carry per 

capita about five times as much as the Europeans do. That is an unsound 

situation. I personally would be completely willing to admit that there 

we are in default; we should do more. 

In the other field, aiding the world that is in need of aid today, 

the figures are different. There is the report by the Organization of 

Economic Cooperation and Development - OECD - in which the United States, 
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