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What will this do to employment in this field? It will probably
mean that employment in the field of maintaining these particular
vehicles will become marginal. In the case of marginal employment,
who gets the jobs? Those with seniority and experience. Who are
the people in these circumstances who are the least secure? The
young and the inexperienced. So, here is the lesson: this 16-year
old boy studying automotive maintenance and repair in the District
of Columbia is not being educated for employment, which is what
we have told him we are doing. We are educating him for unem-
ployment. And I think that simple honesty would require us to make
that plain to him.

We have today a tradition, which we have accepted, that it is
the school's job to teach this child something that he can use for
employment on graduation. Yet we are moving into an age in which
we cannot see the future of any specific skill. We do not impute to
any skill a 10-year life, as of now. I do not know what we will do
later. Here is a question we should ask ourselves. 'What skill can
we teach, of which we predict that it will help a person in employ-
ment for 10 years ?"

After a rather considerable search, my own answer to that
question is that there is none; there is no specific skill that is going
to hold a person for 10 years. No goal of education whatsoever will
be achieved short of a general up-grading of the quality of the per-
son. For us to achieve any of the old goals--vocation; citizenship;
ethical character; homemaking; the worthy use of leisure time; com-
mand of fundamental processes--any of the traditional goals will be
achieved only as we achieve the development of direct intellectual
power; the development, I should say to those of you who are not
psychologists, of transferable intellectual skills. And when I use
that word "transferable," I say to a professional what this central
challenge is.

We are operating within a pedagogical tradition which tells us
that there is no such thing as a transferable intellectual skill. There
was a time when people held that there was. You were supposed to
study Latin in order how to spell English. History was supposed to
teach patriotism and literature was to teach morals. Well, what
we found out is that if you study Latin, what you learn is Latin; you
do not learn how to spell. If you study history, you learn history.
There is no such thing as transfer of training. The route to the
abstract to most children is through the concrete. A child learns
through specific example, and this is the only way we have to learn.
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