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W h a t  w i l l  t h i s  do  to  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ?  I t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  

m e a n  t h a t  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  the  f i e l d  of  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  
v e h i c l e s  w i l l  b e c o m e  m a r g i n a l .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  m a r g i n a l  e m p l o y m e n t ,  
w h o  g e t s  t h e  j o b s ?  T h o s e  w i t h  s e n i o r i t y  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  W h o  a r e  
t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h o  a r e  t h e  l e a s t  s e c u r e ?  T h e  
y o u n g  a n d  t h e  i n e x p e r i e n c e d .  So,  h e r e  i s  t h e  l e s s o n :  t h i s  1 6 - y e a r  
o ld  b o y  s t u d y i n g  a u t o m o t i v e  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  r e p a i r  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  
of  C o l u m b i a  i s  n o t  b e i n g  e d u c a t e d  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  w h a t  
w e  h a v e  t o l d  h i m  w e  a r e  d o i n g .  We a r e  e d u c a t i n g  h i m  f o r  u n e m -  
p l o y m e n t .  A n d  I t h i n k  t h a t  s i m p l e  h o n e s t y  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  u s  to m a k e  
t h a t  p l a i n  to  h i m .  

W e  h a v e  t o d a y  a t r a d i t i o n ,  w h i c h  w e  h a v e  a c c e p t e d ,  t h a t  i t  i s  
t h e  s c h o o l l s  j ob  to t e a c h  t h i s  c h i l d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  h e  c a n  u s e  f o r  
e m p l o y m e n t  on  g r a d u a t i o n .  Y e t  w e  a r e  m o v i n g  i n t o  a n  a g e  in  w h i c h  
w e  c a n n o t  s e e  t he  f u t u r e  of  a n y  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l .  We do n o t  i m p u t e  to 
a n y  s k i l l  a 1 0 - y e a r  l i f e ,  a s  of n o w .  I do  n o t  k n o w  w h a t  w e  w i l l  do 
l a t e r .  H e r e  i s  a q u e s t i o n  we  s h o u l d  a s k  o u r s e l v e s .  '~What s k i l l  c a n  
w e  t e a c h ,  of  w h i c h  w e  p r e d i c t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  h e l p  a p e r s o n  in  e m p l o y -  
m e n t  f o r  10 y e a r s ? "  

A f t e r  a r a t h e r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s e a r c h ,  m y  o w n  a n s w e r  to  t h a t  
q u e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o n e ;  t h e r e  i s  n o  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l  t h a t  i s  g o i n g  
to h o l d  a p e r s o n  f o r  10 y e a r s .  No g o a l  of  e d u c a t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  w i l l  
be  a c h i e v e d  s h o r t  o f  a g e n e r a l  u p - g r a d i n g  of  t he  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  p e r -  
s o n .  F o r  u s  to  a c h i e v e  a n y  of  t h e  o l d  g o a l s - - v o c a t i o n ;  c i t i z e n s h i p ;  
e t h i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ;  h o m e m a k i n g ;  t he  w o r t h y  u s e  of l e i s u r e  t i m e ;  c o m -  
m a n d  of  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s - - a n y  of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g o a l s  w i l l  be  
a c h i e v e d  o n l y  a s  w e  a c h i e v e  t he  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  d i r e c t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
p o w e r ;  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  I s h o u l d  s a y  to t h o s e  of  y o u  w h o  a r e  n o t  
p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  o f  t r a n s f e r a b l e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s .  A n d  w h e n  I u s e  
t h a t  w o r d  ' t r a n s f e r a b l e , "  I s a y  to  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  w h a t  t h i s  c e n t r a l  
c h a l l e n g e  i s .  

We are operating within a pedagogical tradition which tells us 
that there is no such thing as a transferable intellectual skill. There 
was a time when people held that there was. You were supposed to 
study Latin in order how to spell English. History was supposed to 
teach patriotism and literature was to teach morals. Well, what 
we found out is that if you study Latin, what you learn is Latin; you 
do not learn how to spell. If you study history, you learn history. 
There is no such thing as transfer of training. The route to the 
abstract to most children is through the concrete. A child learns 

through specific example, and this is the only way we have to learn. 


