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.t was nearly unanimous. To some of them afterward I said, "1 do
10t understand; I thought you said you were for Goldwater. Why
Jon't you support his position on Federal aid to education?" They
ceplied: Oh yeah, but Barry doesn't know anything about education.
deis a nice guy and a wonderful fellow, but, of course, we are going
.0 have to pay for education, and we must be practical.

The point is that as you get this issue down to where people are
responsible for its problems, you get away from sensationalizing and
set into a context where you can really find the needed answers to
he tough problems. So I'm for localism in education.

QUESTION: Doctor, your comments with relation to the Ameri-
>an schools and the Soviet schools, these may be true. However,
~vould you care to comment on the level of teaching in the American
school system at, say, high school level, as compared to other
Turopean schools--Sweden, Germany, Holland--where, in each case,
‘he high school graduate comes out with an equivalent of our junior
rollege graduate?

DR, RUSSELL: Well, I would comment first by saying I don't
hink there is evidence of your last assertion. You hear this all the
ime, And we have spent some considerable time trying to find this
svidence; we do not find any at all. What you do find is a system,
vhich has been traditional in Europe, of a very high degree of
selectivity regarding entrance into the secondary school, the proto-
:ype being, of course, the French Lycee, But this exists, of course,
1 all of these European countries. There is no European country
vhere the planned pattern of education was to put as much as 20
>ercent of a given age group into this so-called Lycee, Gymnasium,
Jrammar School, or any of the names given in European nations to
heir elite schools.

If we applied the same standards of selectivity to American high
schools we would certainly not come out with inferior performance.
n fact, in the few places where we can check it, what we get is
superior performance. It is a good question to ask a man who is
~esponsible for advanced education of advanced minds what is hap-
>ening in American education. Take, for example, as you probably
snow, the case of CalTech. In the last 4 years CalTech has elimi-
1ated all of the courses that were formerly their required freshman
courses. They have cut out freshman English and freshman calculus.
Foday's kids are entering with the material already mastered. The
lecision was that the numbers that required these courses were'so
small that they would rather not offer them at all.



