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it was  n e a r l y  u n a n i m o u s .  To s o m e  of t h e m  a f t e r w a r d  I s a i d ,  '~I do 
not u n d e r s t a n d ;  I thought  you  s a i d  you  w e r e  fo r  G o l d w a t e r .  Why 
~on't you  s u p p o r t  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on F e d e r a l  a id  to e d u c a t i o n ? "  T h e y  
~eplied:  Oh y e a h ,  but  B a r r y  d o e s n ' t  know a n y t h i n g  about  e d u c a t i o n .  
He i s  a n i c e  guy and a w o n d e r f u l  f e l l ow ,  but ,  of c o u r s e ,  we a r e  go ing  
:o have  to pay  fo r  e d u c a t i o n ,  and we m u s t  be p r a c t i c a l .  

The  poin t  is  tha t  as  you get  this  i s s u e  down to w h e r e  peop le  a r e  
: e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s  p r o b l e m s ,  you get  a w a y  f r o m  s e n s a t i o n a l i z i n g a n d  
get in to  a c o n t e x t  w h e r e  you  can  r e a l l y  f ind the n e e d e d  a n s w e r s  to 
:he tough p r o b l e m s .  So I ' m  fo r  l o c a l i s m  in  educa t i on .  

QUESTION:  D o c t o r ,  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  wi th  r e l a t i o n  to the A m e r i -  
.-an s c h o o l s  and  the Sov ie t  s c h o o l s ,  t h e s e  m a y  be t r u e .  H o w e v e r ,  
Nould you  c a r e  to c o m m e n t  on the l e v e l  of t e a c h i n g  in  the A m e r i c a n  
~chool s y s t e m  at ,  s ay ,  h igh  s c h o o l  l e v e l ,  as c o m p a r e d  to o t h e r  
E u r o p e a n  s c h o o l s - - S w e d e n ,  G e r m a n y ,  H o l l a n d - - w h e r e ,  in e a c h  c a s e ,  
:he h igh  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e  c o m e s  out  wi th  an e q u i v a l e n t  of o u r  j u n i o r  
: o l l ege  g r a d u a t e  ? 

DR. R U S S E L L :  W e l l ,  I would  c o m m e n t  f i r s t  by s a y i n g  I don ' t  
:hink t h e r e  is  e v i d e n c e  of y o u r  l a s t  a s s e r t i o n .  You h e a r  th is  a l l  the  
: ime.  And we have  s p e n t  s o m e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  t r y i n g  to f ind  th is  
~vidence;  we  do not  f ind  any at  a l l .  What  you  do f ind is  a s y s t e m ,  
~hich  h a s  b e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l  in E u r o p e ,  of a v e r y  h igh  d e g r e e  of 
~e lec t iv i ty  r e g a r d i n g  e n t r a n c e  into  the s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l ,  the p r o t o -  
:ype be ing ,  of c o u r s e ,  the F r e n c h  L y c e e .  But  this  e x i s t s ,  of c o u r s e ,  
n a l l  of t h e s e  E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e r e  is  no E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r y  
~ h e r e  the  p l a n n e d  p a t t e r n  of e d u c a t i o n  was  to put as  m u c h  as 20 
~e rcen t  of a g iven  age  g r o u p  in to  th is  s o - c a l l e d  L y c e e ,  G y m n a s i u m ,  
3 r a m m a r  School ,  o r  any of the n a m e s  g iven  in E u r o p e a n  na t ions  to 
~eir elite schools. 

If we  a p p l i e d  t h e  s a m e  s t a n d a r d s  of s e l e c t i v i t y  to A m e r i c a n  h igh  
~chools we wou ld  c e r t a i n l y  not c o m e  out  wi th  i n f e r i o r  p e r f o r m a n c e .  
n f ac t ,  in  the few p l a c e s  w h e r e  we can  c h e c k  it ,  wha t  we get  i s  
~ u p e r i o r  p e r f o r m a n c e .  It  i s  a good q u e s t i o n  to a s k  a m a n  who is  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a d v a n c e d  e d u c a t i o n  of a d v a n c e d  m i n d s  wha t  i s  hap -  
~ening in  A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n .  T a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  as  you  p r o b a b l y  
know, the  c a s e  of C a l T e c h .  In  the l a s t  4 y e a r s  C a l T e c h  has  e l i m i -  
ra ted  a l l  of the c o u r s e s  tha t  w e r e  f o r m e r l y  t h e i r  r e q u i r e d  f r e s h m a n  
~ o u r s e s .  T h e y  have  cu t  out f r e s h m a n  E n g l i s h  and  f r e s h m a n  c a l c u l u s .  
roday's k ids  a r e  e n t e r i n g  wi th  the m a t e r i a l  a l r e a d y  m a s t e r e d .  The  
t e c i s i o n  w a s  tha t  the n u m b e r s  tha t  r e q u i r e d  t h e s e  c o u r s e s  w e r e ' s o  
~mall  tha t  they  w o u l d  r a t h e r  not  o f f e r  t h e m  at  a l l .  


