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And this  s o r t  of th ing is  going  on a l l  o v e r  the Un i t ed  S ta tes .  

I h e a r d  a P r o f e s s o r  of C h e m i s t r y  at the U n i v e r s i t y  of M i n n e s o t a  
t a lk ing  f r o m  this  v e r y  s a m e  point  of v i ew,  t e l l i ng  h is  c o l l e a g u e s ,  
'~You s i t  a r o u n d  and c r i t i c i z e  the h igh  s c h o o l s ;  what  a r e  you do ing  
to keep  up with t h e m .  We a r e  ge t t i ng  kids  c o m i n g  in to  our  a d v a n c e d  
c h e m i s t r y  c l a s s e s  r i g h t  out of h igh  s c h o o l . "  

So, I do not  th ink  the e v i d e n c e  is  by any m e a n s  o n e - s i d e d .  In 
fac t ,  if you wi l l  now go to E u r o p e  and look for  t h e i r  e v i d e n c e  of 
wha t  they  a r e  doing,  what  you wi l l  f ind i s ,  in  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  in  
E u r o p e ,  i n c l u d i n g  the Sovie t  Union,  a t r e m e n d o u s  f e r m e n t  out of 
wh ich  is  e m e r g i n g  a t r e n d  t o w a r d s  the A m e r i c a n  type of s e c o n d a r y  
s choo l .  You wi l l  get  a v e r y  good look  at th is  in  the c o u r s e  of the  
nex t  e l e c t i o n  in Eng land ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  go ing  to be a m a j o r  i s s u e .  
And i t  i s  go ing  to be put this  way; that  the  e x i s t e n c e  of the e l i t e  
s c h o o l  i s  d a m a g i n g  to the o t h e r  k ids ;  that  the kid  who goes  to this  
l e s s e r  s choo l ,  c a l l e d  "Mode rn  School"  in Eng land ,  is  be ing  d e p r i v e d  
of s o m e t h i n g .  Al l  of t h e s e  na t ions  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a w a r e  that  they  
n e e d  m e a n s  of m o v i n g  e a s i l y  f r o m  one k ind  of s c h o o l  to a n o t h e r .  

Th is  is  v e r y  s t r o n g  in Eng land .  In fac t ,  as  you p r o b a b l y  know,  
in  the c a s e  of London  the d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  the G r a m m a r  School  
and  the M o d e r n  School  has  b e e n  a b o l i s h e d .  And this  i s  going  to go 
on a l so  in  o t h e r  p l a c e s .  In e f fec t ,  I th ink that  the nex t  r e v o l u t i o n  
in  E u r o p e a n  educa t ion  is  going to be to m o v e  in the d i r e c t i o n  in 
wh ich  A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n  m o v e d  in  the  y e a r s  1910-1960.  Take  
that  h a l f - c e n t u r y .  The  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n  wil l ,  
I th ink,  p r o l i f e r a t e .  

But the American society is going to be moving on into its next 
major phase. Our system is much more mature and much more 
advanced, even from the point of view of basic science, which has 
been said to be the unique contribution of European education. It 
is common to hear people say that the great basic scientists 
emerged from these advanced academic schools. I think that the 
lesson to be learned is that some did; that there was unquestionably 
a form of education which did good things for some advanced minds. 
But the larger question is, how many advanced minds ? Did it 
really support the maximum benefit of the maximum number ? And 
partly, you see, that is a question of a diversified offering, of doing 
the most for each person at each level. Our thesis is that if you do 
do the most for each person at each level, you are going to get still 
l a r g e r  s c i e n t i f i c  ga ins ;  that  i s ,  g r e a t  ba s i c  s c i e n t i s t s  and g r e a t  
o t h e r  q u a l i t i e s ,  too. And I th ink  that  is what  is  be ing  d e m o n s t r a t e d  


