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.~verybody w a s  s o  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  Y e t  th i s  t h i n g  t o d a y  i s  j u s t  as  d e a d  
~s a d o o r s a i l .  I t  d o e s  no t  e x i s t  in  any  s c h o o l .  T h i s  f a c t  l e a v e s  
n e  f e e l i n g  h u m b l e .  

W h e n  I l e f t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  in  1957 i t  was  a g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  And  
~ven t h e n ,  P r e s i d e n t  E i sen_hower  was  s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  in  i t .  T h i s  
t p p a r e n t  s u c c e s s  bu t  r e a l  f a i l u r e  m e a n s  t ha t  the  p r o c e s s  of c h a n g e  
~ccurs  a t  a d e e p e r  l e v e l  a n d  one  h a r d e r  to ge t  a t  t han  we t h o u g h t .  
~Iaybe by s o m e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  a p p r o a c h  we can  do i t .  Bu t  I do no t  
e e l  l i k e  g o i n g  ou t  and  t r y i n g  to p r o p a g a t e  a n s w e r s  to  q u e s t i o n s  i n  
k m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n  w h e n  I t u r n  i n w a r d  w i th  a s  m u c h  doub t  as  I t u r n  
n w a r d  w i th .  

M y  p r e s e n t  i m p r e s s i o n  i s  tha t  A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  s u r r o u n d -  
:d by p e o p l e  who  a r e  a w f u l l y  s u r e  of t h e m s e l v e s .  I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  t he  
: s s e n c e  of the  p r o b l e m  of the  s e n s a t i o n - h u n t i n g  c r i t i c s .  T h e y  h a v e  
he  a n s w e r .  I know a lo t  of p e o p l e  who  h a v e  the  a n s w e r .  Bu t  as  I 
ook  a t  t he  n a t u r e  of c h a n g e ,  as  I s e e  i t  a n d  p o n d e r  the  t h i n g s  I h a v e  
:aid h e r e  t o d a y ,  w h a t  I e m e r g e  w i th  i s  a g r e a t  s e n s e  of t r a n s i e n c e .  
t h i n k  t h i n g s  a r e  c h a n g i n g  in  v e r y ,  v e r y  p r o f o u n d  w a y s .  And  i n -  
r ead  of w a n t i n g  to  go ou t  and  p r o p a g a n d i z e  f o r  m y  a n s w e r ,  I f e e l  
u s t  the  o t h e r  way;  I f e e l  I do no t  w a n t  to go ou t  and  p r o p a g a n d i z e  
o r  a n y t h i n g  e x c e p t  a few s i m p l e  t r u t h s  a b o u t  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  s u b s t a n -  
i a l l y  no  q u e s t i o n .  

I t h i n k  t ha t  t h e s e  a r e  s o m e  t h i n g s  we  h a v e  l e a r n e d .  I w i l l  g ive  
o u  a few e x a m p l e s .  We h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  l e a r n i n g  i s  the  a c t  of the  
e a r n e r  and  no t  of t he  t e a c h e r ;  t ha t  the  l e a r n e r  d o e s  h i s  l e a r n i n g  
1hen he  m a k e s  s o m e  s o r t  of r e s p o n s e ;  t ha t  t he  t h i n g  he  l e a r n s  i s  
he r e s p o n s e ;  t ha t  t he  r e s p o n s e  t e n d s  to be e l i c i t e d  t h r o u g h  h i s  own 
n e r g i e s  a nd  e n t h u s i a s m s  w h i c h  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  to  m a n i p u l a t e .  

A l s o  we h a v e  l e a r n e d  t ha t  you  c a n n o t  c u r e  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  
, a tho logy  by p a s s i n g  i t  on .  W h e n  y o u  f i nd  a k id  i n  the  9th g r a d e  
~ho c a n n o t  r e a d ,  h e  a l s o  c o u l d  no t  r e a d  in  the  8th g r a d e ,  the  7 th ,  
nd  6, 5, 4, 3, 2, a n d  1. And  t he  t i m e  to do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  an  
d u c a t i o n a l  p a t h o l o g y  i s  the  e a r l i e s t  t i m e  y o u  c a n  f i nd  i t .  

We h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  b a s i s  of e d u c a t i o n  i s  l a i d  in  the  e l e -  
a e n t a r y  s c h o o l ;  t ha t  t he  f o r c e s  w h i c h  a r e  go ing  to  l i m i t  the  p o t e n -  
i a l i t i e s  of e v e r y  o t h e r  s c h o o l  a r e  f o r c e s  w h i c h  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  in  
he e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  and  tha t  t h e r e f o r e  the  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l s  
r e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  s c h o o l s  t h a n  any  o t h e r  s c h o o l s .  In  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  
,ha t  we n e e d  i s  an e x a c t  i n v e r s i o n  of the  p y r a m i d  of p r e s t i g e  t ha t  
,e a r e  o p e r a t i n g  on now.  


