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/[y q u e s t i o n  i s ,  how a r e  t h e s e  s t a n d i n g s  d e r i v e d ,  and how v a l i d  a r e  
hey  in r e a l l y  m e a s u r i n g  the qua l i t y  of o u r  s c h o o l s  ? 

DR. R U S S E L L :  Wel l ,  you  m e n t i o n e d  two l i s t s ;  I wi l l  t ake  y o u r  
e c o n d  l i s t  f i r s t .  Tha t  i s  b a s e d  on e m p i r i c a l  data ;  tha t  i s ,  a c t u a l  
' e c o r d s  of peop l e  in t e r m s  of SAT s c o r e s  as  to how they  f a r e  in 
hose  s c h o o l s .  T h e s e  th ings  a r e  r a t h e r  s i m p l e  c o r r e l a t e s  to w o r k  
,ut m a t h e m a t i c a l l y .  T h e y  a r e  j u s t  s a y i n g  tha t  in th is  p a r t i c u l a r  
o l l e g e  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  r e c o r d  is s u c h  tha t  i t  i s  the span  of SAT s c o r e s  
. e tween  A and  B tha t  s e e m s  to f i t  t h e r e .  And as  you  m o v e  up to 
c h o o l s  w h i c h  m a k e  the e f fo r t  to e s t a b l i s h  m o r e  r i g o r o u s  a c a d e m i c  
t a n d a r d s  i t  b e c o m e s  p o s s i b l e  to t e l l  in  t e r m s  of t h e i r  a d m i t t i n g  and 
x c l u d i n g  p r a c t i c e s  wha t  h a p p e n s  to the k ids  when  they  a r e  in t h e r e ,  
nd i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  to get  a m a t h e m a t i c a l  f i g u r e  fo r  abou t  how they 
r e  go ing  to Work. T h i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  a s s u m e s  s o m e  c o n s t a n c y  in  
he m a r k i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  

Bu t  I th ink  that  th is  i s  a t  l e a s t  an  i n d i c a t i o n  tha t  t h e r e  is an 
.~ te l lec tual  b a s e  w h i c h  has  s o m e  v a l i d i t y .  You u n d e r s t a n d  that  in 
ny s t a t i s t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  the r o u t e  to the s t a t i s t i c a l  r e s u l t  is  one 
,h ich  e l i m i n a t e s  the i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e ,  by s o m e  k ind  of an  a v e r a g i n g .  
o, i t  i s  a l w a y s  p o s s i b l e  fo r  J o h n n y  to be an  e x c e p t i o n  to t h e s e  
a ings ,  and  they  t r y  in t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e  to poin t  this  out;  that  you 
anno t  be s u r e .  

I r e m e m b e r  once  I put  a k id  in to  C o l u m b i a  Law School .  He was  
s t u d e n t  of m i n e  at  Johns  Hopkins  and  he c a m e  up with  a 390, o r  

o m e t h i n g  l ike  that ,  on the law a p t i t u d e  t e s t .  And C o l u m b i a  Law 
c h o o l  wou ld  not  c o n s i d e r  anybody  u n d e r  500. B a s i c a l l y  they  would  
ot e v e n  pay  a t t e n t i o n  to peop l e  m u c h  be low 600. And this  b o y ' s  
c o r e  was  h o p e l e s s .  But  i t  a l s o  h a p p e n e d  tha t  I had  b e e n  the p r e -  
~w a d v i s o r  in  C o l u m b i a  C o l l e g e .  I had  had  a h a s s l e  wi th  the Law 
, d m i s s i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  b e c a u s e  they  had  a d m i t t e d  a s t u d e n t  of m i n e  
,ho s c o r e d  s o m e t h i n g  l ike  772, who was  an i m m a t u r e  chi ld ;  p e r -  
aps  18 y e a r s  old c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ,  but  he  was  not  even  tha t  old.  

T h e y  a d m i t t e d  h i m  in a d v a n c e ;  that  i s ,  a f t e r  h i s  t h i r d  y e a r  of 
l n d e r g r a d u a t e  w o r k .  I to ld  t h e m  I thought  the boy was  i m m a t u r e  
~nd wou ld  not  s t a n d  up u n d e r  the d i s c i p l i n e  r e q u i r e d  in the Law 
~chool.  T h e y  a d m i t t e d  h i m  a n y w a y  and he  f l unked  r i g h t  out.  And 
~o, m y  s t o c k  was  p r e t t y  h igh .  I to ld  the Law A d m i s s i o n s  C o m -  
mi t t ee ,  

"Th i s  J o h n s  Hopkins  boy is  not  b r igh t ;  in  f ac t ,  he is  
dul l .  But  he  has  a f a n t a s t i c  h u n g e r  to be a l a w y e r  and to 


