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c o m e  out  of C o l u m b i a .  He w o r k s  l ike  he l l .  I h a v e  n e v e r  
s e e n  anybody  w o r k  so h a r d .  He is  c e r t a i n l y  not  go ing  to 
m a k e  Law R e v i e w ,  but  I th ink  he  c a n  get  t h r o u g h  C o l u m b i a  
Law S c h o o l . "  

And they  took h i m .  He was  m o r e  than 100 po in t s  be low t h e i r  m i n i -  
m u m  on this  t e s t .  

I a m  not  s a y i n g  the t e s t  was  i n a c c u r a t e .  I th ink  the t e s t  had  
h i m  about  r i gh t .  But  th is  k id  d id  get  t h rough  C o l u m b i a  Law School .  
As I s a y ,  he  h a d  to do i t  by s w e a t i n g  b lood.  But  he  did go t h r o u g h .  
So, t h e r e  a r e  e x c e p t i o n s .  

Now y o u r  o t h e r  point .  I do not  know about  t h e s e  l i s t s  of 50 
h igh  s c h o o l s ,  but  I wou ld  be v e r y  s u s p i c i o u s  of any  of t h e m .  I do 
not  know wha t  the b a s i s  is  upon w h i c h  you can  judge .  What  you  tend 
to f ind when  peop le  ta lk  about  good s c h o o l s  is  s c h o o l s  w h i c h  a r e  
u n i q u e l y  f a v o r e d  by the c o m m u n i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t .  The  A m e r i c a n  
s o c i e t y  is not  c l a s s l e s s ;  i t  is  h igh ly  c l a s s - o r i e n t e d .  We h a v e  u p p e r  
c l a s s  s u b u r b a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  the u p p e r - c l a s s  can  and d o e s  
d o m i n a t e  the  s c h o o l s  and  w h e r e  they  th ink  of a s c h o o l  as  a c o l l e g e  
p r e p a r a t o r y  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and w h e r e  they  a r e  a i m i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  
f o r  the p r e s t i g e  c o l l e g e s .  

I v e r y  m u c h  doubt  the  v a l u e  to the A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  of the  
a r i s t o c r a t i c  t r a d i t i o n  in e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is  not  on ly  s t r o n g  but 
b e c o m i n g  s t r o n g e r .  And i t  is  go ing  to be v e r y  d i f f i cu l t  to o v e r c o m e  
b e c a u s e  a c o l l e g e  w h i c h  has  p r e s t i g e  a t t r a c t s  the a b l e s t  k id s .  I t  get~ 
to p i c k  the a b l e s t  k id s .  T h e y  then  s u c c e e d  in s o c i e t y ,  w h i c h  p r o v e s  
tha t  the c o l l e g e  was  r igh t ;  thus  i t  bu i lds  i t  p r e s t i g e ,  and  so  i t  
a t t r a c t s  m o r e  of the a b l e s t  k id s .  Th i s  th ing  f e e d s  on i t s e l f .  I do 
not  know j u s t  how to c o r r e c t  i t ,  but I th ink  that  t h e r e  is  no e v i d e n c e  
that  a s c h o o l ,  s o m e  of the f a m o u s  ones  a r o u n d  h e r e ,  i s  r e a l l y  a 
b e t t e r  s c h o o l  in the s e n s e  tha t  i t  s u c c e e d s  b e t t e r  wi th  the  m a t e r i a l  
tha t  i t  ge t s .  

T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  r i d i c u l o u s  m e a s u r e s  of qua l i ty ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
the n u m b e r  of n a t i o n a l  m e r i t  s c h o l a r s .  As if th is  w e r e  a m e a s u r e  
of s o m e t h i n g .  M o r e  than  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  i s  a m e a s u r e  of the  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a tu s  of the p a r e n t s  who h a p p e n  to l ive  t h e r e .  P r o -  
f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s  a r e  the ones  that  b r e e d  up the m a j o r  s h a r e  of 
t h e s e  v e r b a l - t y p e  k ids  who s c o r e  h igh  on tha t  k ind  of t e s t .  But  th is  
does  not  p r o v e  the  qua l i ty  of a s choo l .  


