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Or you can take it in terms of military effectiveness. Look at 
draft rejections or any other measure of military effectiveness. 
This linear correlation recurs. Now, since this correlation is 
there, you have to say, '~Vell, irrespective of its quality, no mat- 
ter what it is that they seem to be doing in these schools, for all 
their diversity, the fact is that the more time people spend there 
the better off we are. Therefore it must be okay." There is a 
whole school of people who argue this way. I suppose there is 
some validity to the argument. This is the same kind of argument 
that is made by the people who are talking about the carcinogenic 
effects of cigarette smoking. They establish these relationships 
and that proves their case. The only trouble with this Hue of 
argument is that it has proved the wrong case. 

What  i t  p r o v e s  i s  tha t  the  p l a n n i n g  we did for  A m e r i c a n  e d u c a -  
t ion in ,  l e t ' s  s ay ,  1918, was  sound .  Tha t  was  a g r e a t  w a t e r s h e d  
y e a r  in A m e r i c a n  educa t ion ;  i t  was  the y e a r  a l i t t l e  book le t  c a l l e d  
" C a r d i n a l  P r i n c i p l e s  of S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n "  e m e r g e d .  Th i s  was  
the h i g h w a t e r  m a r k  of wha t  I c a l l  the ' B e h a v i o r a l  m o v e m e n t "  in  
A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n .  It  s a i d  tha t  the g r e a t  goa l s  of e d u c a t i o n  a r e :  
c o m m a n d  of f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s ;  e f f e c t i v e  c i t i z e n s h i p ;  good u s e  
of l e i s u r e  t ime ;  e t h i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ;  v o c a t i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e ;  th ings  of 
tha t  s o r t .  The  p l u r a l i z i n g  of the p h i l o s o p h y  of A m e r i c a n  e d u c a t i o n  
da t e s  f r o m  that  t i m e .  

Was  i t  w r o n g ?  Wel l ,  f r o m  the f ac t  tha t  we h a v e  p r o v e d  tha t  the  
s c h o o l s  we bui l t  on tha t  p h i l o s o p h y  a r e  p r o d u c i n g ,  in  s o m e  s e n s e ,  
w e l l  f o r  us ,  I t ake  i t  tha t  i t  c o u l d  not  be w r o n g .  It  had  to be,  in 
s o m e  p a r t ,  r i g h t  fo r  then .  But  if you  s t a r t  to ta lk  abou t  po l i cy ;  if  
you  t ake  e d u c a t i o n  f r o m  the poin t  of v iew f r o m  w h i c h  you  g e n t l e m e n  
m u s t  t ake  i t ,  you  get  a d i f f e r e n t  a n s w e r .  We m u s t  a s k  d i f f e r e n t  
q u e s t i o n s .  It i s  not  enough  to a s k  w h e t h e r  th ings  tha t  we did 50 
y e a r s  ago have  b e e n  of bene f i t  to o u r  c o u n t r y .  O u r  r e a l  c o n c e r n  
i s  to d e c i d e  wha t  w i l l  we  do now that  w i l l  b e n e f i t  o u r  c o u n t r y  in the 
f u t u r e .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the f u t u r e  we m u s t  look at  i s  not  c l o s e .  If  you  
a r e  p r o p o s i n g  s o m e  kind of s t r u c t u r a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  w h i c h  you  
m i g h t  m a k e  in  s c h o o l s  wi th in  a p r a c t i c a b l e  f u t u r e ,  you  a r e  r e f e r -  
r i n g  to a r a t h e r  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .  If you  knew what  to do n o w - - a s  
of this  m i n u t e - - h o w  long  would  i t  t ake  b e f o r e  you  cou ld  have  c o n -  
s t r u c t e d  the l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s e n s u s  at  the n a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e ,  and l o c a l  
l e v e l s  tha t  would  e n a b l e  you  a c t u a l l y  to i m p a c t  what  i s  done in 
schools. '? How m u c h  t i m e  would  go by b e f o r e  you had  p o l i t i c a l  


