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effectiveness? Let us be unduly optimistic and say that if you are

really clever at it, you could do it in 5 years. I do not think so,

but just for the sake of argument let's say 5 years. How long, then,

would it be before you really changed the school structure in any

important way? Probably another 5 years.

How long would it then be before the children who are going to
have this improved education would be through these schools ?
Certainly another decade. And how long then before they would
have established a sufficient position for themselves that the im-
proved education that you gave them would make any difference in
American life? At least another 5 years. So, even on these min-
imum projections--all of which strike me as ridiculously tight--
you are talking about something a quarter of a century away.

The scientists tell us that they have learned half of all that
they know in the last decade. And they expect in the next decade
again to double what is known. Changes are going on at a pace
which tells us that our children are going to live in a different kind
of world from the one we live in, Is there some device by which
we might look at what we think will be the kinds of challenges our
children are going to be facing a quarter of a century hence? If
we can take that kind of a look, will we then see something we
ought to know about what our schools should be doing?

I am asking you to shift the frame of reference with me; to
take a look at the long future and then ask whether what we are
doing now in American schools offers promise of meeting the chal-
lenges of the future with a degree of effectiveness parallel to that
which we have already established for the past.

I think there is a way to look at what is going on in the world
and to read out of it the educational challenges. If you look at
what is changing the world today, what you find is a series of
changes which we call profound. I am thinking of things like the
technological revolution; revolutions in communication and trans-
portation; the changing character of the American population; the
movements of people from rural areas to urban areas, and from
urban to suburban areas. I am thinking of the race for space and
the harnessing of the atom and the cold war and the rising expecta-
tions of the underdeveloped peoples; pick your changes, any of
them. These are things that we call profound. None of these
changes ought to be called profound--any one of them. Every one
of them is nothing but a surface reflection of a single change. There



