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e f f e c t i v e n e s s  ? L e t  us be undu ly  o p t i m i s t i c  and say  that  if  you  a r e  
r e a l l y  c l e v e r  at  i t ,  you  c o u l d  do i t  in  5 y e a r s .  I do not  th ink  so ,  
but j u s t  f o r  the s a k e  of a r g u m e n t  l e t ' s  s a y  5 y e a r s .  How long ,  then ,  
would  i t  be b e f o r e  you  r e a l l y  c h a n g e d  the s c h o o l  s t r u c t u r e  in any  
i m p o r t a n t  w a y ?  P r o b a b l y  a n o t h e r  5 y e a r s .  
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How long  would  i t  t hen  be b e f o r e  the c h i l d r e n  who a r e  go ing  to 
h a v e  this  i m p r o v e d  e d u c a t i o n  would  be t h r o u g h  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  ? 
C e r t a i n l y  a n o t h e r  d e c a d e .  And how long  then  b e f o r e  they  wou ld  
have  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s u f f i c i e n t  p o s i t i o n  fo r  t h e m s e l v e s  that  the  i m -  
p r o v e d  e d u c a t i o n  tha t  you  gave  t h e m  wou ld  m a k e  any  d i f f e r e n c e  in 
A m e r i c a n  Hfe?  At l e a s t  a n o t h e r  5 y e a r s .  So, even  on t h e s e  m i n -  
i m u m  p r o j e c t i o n s - - a l l  of w h i c h  s t r i k e  m e  as r i d i c u l o u s l y  t i g h t - -  
you  a r e  t a l k ing  about  s o m e t h i n g  a q u a r t e r  of a c e n t u r y  away .  

The  s c i e n t i s t s  t e l l  us tha t  they  h a v e  l e a r n e d  ha l f  of a l l  tha t  
they  know in  the l a s t  d e c a d e .  And they  e x p e c t  in the next  d e c a d e  
a g a i n  to double  wha t  i s  known.  C h a n g e s  a r e  go ing  on at  a p a c e  
w h i c h  t e l l s  us tha t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  go ing  to l i ve  in a d i f f e r e n t  k ind  
of w o r l d  f r o m  the  one  we l ive  in.  Is  t h e r e  s o m e  d e v i c e  by w h i c h  
we m i g h t  look  a t  wha t  we  th ink  w i l l  be the k inds  of c h a l l e n g e s  o u r  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  go ing  to be  f a c i n g  a q u a r t e r  of a c e n t u r y  h e n c e  ? If 
we  c a n  take  tha t  k ind  of a look ,  w i l l  we  then  s e e  s o m e t h i n g  we 
ought  to know about  wha t  ou r  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  be do ing?  

I a m  a s k i n g  you to sh i f t  the f r a m e  of r e f e r e n c e  wi th  m e ;  to 
t ake  a look at  the long  f u t u r e  and  then  a s k  w h e t h e r  wha t  we a r e  
do ing  now in  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s  o f f e r s  p r o m i s e  of m e e t i n g  the c h a l -  
l e n g e s  of the f u t u r e  wi th  a d e g r e e  of e f f e c t i v e n e s s  p a r a l l e l  to that  
w h i c h  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  fo r  the pas t .  

I th ink  t h e r e  is  a way  to look at  wha t  i s  go ing  on in the w o r l d  
and  to r e a d  out  of i t  the e d u c a t i o n a l  c h a l l e n g e s .  If you  look  at  
wha t  i s  c h a n g i n g  the w o r l d  today ,  wha t  you  f ind  is  a s e r i e s  of 
c h a n g e s  w h i c h  we c a l l  p r o f o u n d .  I a m  th ink ing  of th ings  l ike  the 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  r e v o l u t i o n s  in  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n ;  the c h a n g i n g  c h a r a c t e r  of the  A m e r i c a n  popu la t ion ;  the 
m o v e m e n t s  of peop l e  f r o m  r u r a l  a r e a s  to u r b a n  a r e a s ,  and f r o m  
u r b a n  to s u b u r b a n  a r e a s .  I a m  th ink ing  of the r a c e  fo r  s p a c e  and  
the h a r n e s s i n g  of the a t o m  and  the co ld  w a r  and the  r i s i n g  e x p e c t a -  
t ions of the u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  p e o p l e s ;  p ick  y o u r  c h a n g e s ,  any  of 
t h e m .  T h e s e  a r e  th ings  tha t  we  c a l l  p ro found .  None  of t h e s e  
c h a n g e s  ought  to be c a l l e d  p r o f o u n d - - a n y  one of t h e m .  E v e r y  one  
of t h e m  is  no th ing  but  a s u r f a c e  r e f l e c t i o n  of a s i n g l e  c h a n g e .  T h e r e  


