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i s  one th ing  c h a n g i n g ,  one only;  that  one th ing  is  the  r o l e  of the  
h u m a n  m i n d  in ou r  l i v e s .  It is  the r o l e  of the r a t i o n a l  p a r t  of the 
h u m a n  mind .  

T h e r e  a r e  a g r e a t  m a n y  th ings  in l i fe  that  a r e  not  c h a n g i n g  in  
any  a p p r e c i a b l e  d e g r e e .  Th i s  has  to do, fo r  e x a m p l e ,  wi th  the  r e -  
l i g ious  a s p e c t s  of l i fe .  I t  has  to do wi th  the s u p e r s t i t i o n a l  a s p e c t s ;  
wi th  the  a e s t h e t i c  a s p e c t s ;  wi th  the e m o t i o n a l  a s p e c t s .  I th ink  that  
h u m a n  be ings  a r e  go ing  to con t inue  to w o r s h i p  God, f a l l  in  love ,  
a d m i r e  b e a u t y ,  and  avo id  b l a c k  c a t s .  But  the ab i l i t y  to th ink  is  a 
a g r o w i n g  th ing  in  o u r  l i v e s .  And i t  i s  h a v i n g  an e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  
i m p a c t .  L e t  m e  i l l u s t r a t e  the point .  

T a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  the d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of the c i t i e s .  Look  at 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  What  is  i t  that  i s  h a p p e n i n g  h e r e ?  What  i s  
h a p p e n i n g  is  that  the  whi t e  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  in  W a s h i n g t o n  a r e  m o v i n g  
out of the c i ty .  T h e y  a r e ,  in e f f ec t ,  f l e e i n g .  Wel l ,  why do they  go?  
The  r e a l  r e a s o n  is  the inf lux  into  the c e n t r a l  c i ty  of p e o p l e  w h o m  we 
a r e  c a l l i n g  " d i s a d v a n t a g e d . "  T h e y  a r e  not  a l l  N e g r o ,  but  t hey  a r e  
l a r g e l y  N e g r o .  T h e y  a r e  peop le  who m o v e  off the  l and  of the  South  
and b r i n g  into  the c i ty  c u l t u r e s  w h i c h  canno t  be r e c o n s t i t u t e d  in  the  
c i ty .  T h e s e  peop le  canno t  m a k e  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  a d a p t a t i o n ,  and they  
a r e  p r o d u c i n g  a p r o b l e m  wh ich  is e a t i n g  at  the v i t a l s  of e v e r y  
A m e r i c a n  c i ty .  

Wel l ,  if they  c a n n o t  m a k e  a s u c c e s s f u l  a d a p t a t i o n  to the c i t y ,  
why,  you m a y  a s k ,  do they  c o m e ?  The  r e a s o n  they  c o m e  to the 
c i ty  is tha t  they  have  l o s t  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  r o l e  in the p l a c e s  they  
c o m e  f r o m .  W e l l ,  why h a v e  they  l o s t  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c  r o l e ?  T h e y  
l o s t  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  has  b e c o m e  m o r e  p r o f i t a b l e  to h a r v e s t  the s t a p l e  
c r o p s  of the South  by m a c h i n e  than by hand .  The  c r o p s  a r e  h a r -  
v e s t e d  b e t t e r ;  t h e r e  is  b e t t e r  qua l i ty  c o n t r o l ;  and  you  m a k e  
m o r e  m o n e y .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  wha t  h a p p e n s  is  that  the p e r s o n  who 
owns  the l and  e n c l o s e s  i t  and  f o r c e s  t h e s e  peop le  off the l and .  T h e y  
l e a v e  the  land ,  and  they  show up in  the c i t i e s .  

Wel l ,  why,  you  m a y  a sk ,  a f t e r  2 5 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  of t e c h n o l o g y  is  
i t  on ly  now that  m a n k i n d  has  c o m e  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e s e  
m a c h i n e s  ? C l e a r l y  th is  i s  b e c a u s e  of the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the  m o r e  
b a s i c  s c i e n c e s  upon w h i c h  t e c h n o l o g y  d e p e n d s .  Why,  you  m a y  then  
a s k ,  do we  c o m e  only  now to s c i e n t i f i c  d e v e l o p m e n t s  of th is  s o r t ?  
And wha t  you f ind  as  you  go back  down th is  r o u t e  is  tha t  you  c o m e  
at  l a s t  to a s y s t e m  of thought .  What  you  a r e  l ook ing  at  i s  the 
r a t i o n a l  t r a d i t i o n  of the Wes t .  I t  i s  tha t  f o r c e  of the  m i n d  w h i c h  


