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is one thing changing, one only; that one thing is the role of the
human mind in our lives. It is the role of the rational part of the
human mind.

There are a great many things in life that are not changing in
any appreciable degree, This has to do, for example, with the re-
ligious aspects of life. It has to do with the superstitional aspects;
with the aesthetic aspects; with the emotional aspects. I think that
human beings are going to continue to worship God, fall in love,
admire beauty, and avoid black cats. But the ability to think is a
a growing thing in our lives. And it is having an ever-increasing
impact. Let me illustrate the point.

Take, for example, the deterioration of the cities. Look at
Washington, D.C. What is it that is happening here? What is
happening is that the white middle classes in Washington are moving
out of the city. They are, in effect, fleeing. Well, why do they go?
The real reason is the influx into the central city of people whom we
are calling 'disadvantaged." They are not all Negro, but they are
largely Negro. They are people who move off the land of the South
and bring into the city cultures which cannot be reconstituted in the
city. These people cannot make a satisfactory adaptation, and they
are producing a problem which is eating at the vitals of every
American city.

Well, if they cannot make a successful adaptation to the city,
why, you may ask, do they come? The reason they come to the
city is that they have lost their economic role in the places they
come from. Well, why have they lost their economic role? They
lost it because it has become more profitable to harvest the staple
crops of the South by machine than by hand. The crops are har-
vested better; there is better quality control; and you make
more money. Consequently, what happens is that the person who
owns the land encloses it and forces these people off the land. They
leave the land, and they show upin the cities.

Well, why, you may ask, after 25,000 years of technology is
it only now that mankind has come to the development of these
machines? Clearly this is because of the development of the more
basic sciences upon which technology depends. Why, you may then
ask, do we come only now to scientific developments of this sort?
And what you find as you go back down this route is that you come
at last to a system of thought, What you are looking at is the
rational tradition of the West. It is that force of the mind which



