
this area remains one in which there are tremendous, deep-seated antag- 

onisms. It's a powder keg of antagonisms which simply can't be glossed 

over by a conquest. Conques~ results in making the thing more dangerous, 

more explosive. 

Of course, for years, this region which I forgot to talk about 

while I was giving my lecture here has been a crossroads region° At one 

time the crossroads were those that were based on the technology of the 

caravan, the overland route. For years the routes developed by the car- 

avans were of major importance in this area. Then, when steam was in- 

vented, the steamship made the Red Sea navigable. The Suez Canal became 

important, and this became the major route, of course. Everybody talks 

about this lifeline of emplr% and so on. Well, the lifeline of empire 

is simply the water route that goes across that region, which is a cross- 

roads region. In 1907 oil was developed° Then the region became the major 

source of oil. 

You have a very complicated picture of crossroads plus oilo Now, 

of course, you have tremendous oil resources under the Sahara. This 

again changes the economic picture of Europe with respect to oil resources. 

That changes Nasser's position with reference to the control of the oil. 

Then, right smack in the middle of this powder keg is Israel° You 

don't have a more exciting situation in the world than the North African- 

Southwest Asian region. 

QUESTION: I have felt that the world has shrunk to a point where 

mileage is relatively unimportant, with communications and rapid trans- 

portation. Will you amplify your remarks about why Western Europe stands 
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