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W h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  not  jobs  a v a i l a b l e  I th ink  tha t  the job of t r a i n -  

ing  m e n  fo r  jobs  a v a i l a b l e  e l s e w h e r e  i s  a g e n e r a l  c h a r g e  on the 
s o c i e t y  and has  to be b o r n e  by the s o c i e t y .  And I th ink  th is  is  g e n -  
e r a l l y  the v i e w  of the C o n g r e s s .  B e c a u s e ,  wi th  the M a n p o w e r  and 
T r a i n i n g  Ac t  w h i c h  has  j u s t  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  a m e n d e d  in two ov t h r e e  
ways ,  as  I th ink  i t  shou ld  have  b e e n ,  you can  now take  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  
even  the  i l l i t e r a t e s ,  and give t h e m  s o m e  b a s i c  l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g .  
And I s u b m i t  tha t  in th i s  w o r l d  today  the b a r e  m i n i m u m  of l i t e r a c y  
to hold the s i m p l e s t  job is  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  and a r i t h m e t i c .  And 
aga in ,  t h e r e  a r e  p r o v i s i o n s  m a d e  so t h e s e  p e o p l e  can  be pa id  and 
t r a i n e d  fo r  the  job.  

Now, one of the big problems is that we have a big pool of il- 
literacy, and how we get rid of that, again I am not sure that any- 
body knows. For instance, as the packing houses have mechanized 
they have eliminated a great many people, most of whom happen to 
be Negro, and most of whom are illiterate. These are people who 
were making $3 to $3.25 an hour. They have been very good citi- 
zens; they have been dependable people; they have raised families 
and have been a good influence in the community. All of a sudden 
they are out of a job and they are not really trainable for anything. 

R a l p h  H e l s t e i n  who is  the p r e s i d e n t  of the P a c k i n g h o u s e  W o r k -  
e r s  Union  has  a t h e s i s  tha t  in any f a c t o r y  or  town the jobs tha t  can  
be done  by i l l i t e r a t e s  shou ld  be r e s t r i c t e d  to i l l i t e r a t e s  ; no p e r s o n  
who i s  l i t e r a t e  shou ld  be a l l owed  to t ake  the job;  h is  a r g u m e n t  b e i n g  
tha t  th is  is  the  only  way in wh ich  the i l l i t e r a t e s  can  be v a l u a b l e  in 
the s o c i e t y .  

One of the  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  of t r a i n i n g  that  they  a r e  ge t t i ng  at  in 
the c i ty  of C h i c a g o  is  that  any i l l i t e r a t e  on r e l i e f  in the c i ty  of Ch i -  
cago  m u s t  go to s choo l .  And the i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing  is  tha t  they  do go 
to s c h o o l  and they  want  to go to s choo l .  The  only  p r o b l e m  o c c u r s  
w h e n  they  have  c h i l d r e n  in s choo l .  It i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  a l i t t l e  
d i f f i cu l t  to ge t  s o m e o n e  to go to the f i r s t  g r a d e  when  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a r e  
in the  s e v e n t h  or  e igh th ;  but ,  t hey  a r e  o v e r c o m i n g  tha t  one.  

Now, I th ink  tha t  at  th i s  po in t  I have c o v e r e d  the a s s i g n e d  t h ings ,  
and i t  is  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  tha t  we take  a t e n - m i n u t e  b r e a k  and then  
I am s u b j e c t e d  to y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  wh ich  I hope I can a n s w e r - - a t  l e a s t  
s o m e  of t h e m .  
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Thank you. 


