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QUESTION:  You r e f e r r e d  in y o u r  t a lk ,  to g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r -  

v e n t i o n .  A p r e v i o u s  s p e a k e r  m a d e  r e f e r e n c e  to wha t  he t e r m e d  a 
"p l anned  a p p r o a c h "  on the p a r t  of l a b o r  w h i c h  would  n a t u r a l l y  e n -  
c o u r a g e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  Would  you  c o m m e n t  on t h i s ?  

MR.  C A P L E S :  W e l l ,  of c o u r s e ,  I b e l i e v e  t h i s ;  tha t  the  on ly  
p e o p l e  who can  i n d i c a t e  the pub l i c  i n t e r e s t  a r e  the e l e c t e d  g o v e r n -  
m e n t .  And I b e l i e v e  tha t  t h e r e  a r e  t i m e s  w h e n  the e l e c t e d  g o v e r n -  
m e n t  m u s t  i n d i c a t e  wha t  the pub l i c  i n t e r e s t  i s .  Now,  you  as  a f r e e  
p e r s o n  c a n  a g r e e  o r  d i s a g r e e  wi th  i t .  You c a n  a g r e e  o r  d i s a g r e e  
wi th  the a m o u n t  of i n t e r v e n t i o n .  In P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y ' s  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t ion ,  when  A r t h u r  G o l d b e r g  was  S e c r e t a r y  of L a b o r  he i n t e r v e n e d  
a lo t  f o r  the s i m p l e  r e a s o n  tha t  th i s  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  tha t  A r t h u r  l i k e d  
to do and  did w e l l .  I th ink  m o s t  p e o p l e  f e l t  t ha t  t h e r e  w a s  too m u c h  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  a t  t ha t  t i m e .  I p e r s o n a l l y  f e l t ,  u n d e r  P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n -  
h o w e r ,  tha t  t h e r e  was  too l i t t l e ;  tha t  the a t t i t u d e  of g o v e r n m e n t  then  
s e e m e d  to be ,  "If I d o n ' t  look  it  w i l l  go a w a y .  " Of c o u r s e ,  i t  d id  
not. 

T h i s ,  a g a i n ,  is  a j u d g m e n t .  But  I th ink  on the w h o l e  in  a d e m o -  
c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  tha t  the e l e c t e d  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  d e t e r m i n e  the pub -  
l i c  i n t e r e s t  and it m u s t  a c t  w i th in  tha t  i n t e r e s t .  I do no t  q u a r r e l  
w i th  tha t  at  a l l .  And I th ink  tha t  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  the e l e c t e d  
o f f i c i a l s  in th i s  c o u n t r y  have  done  a r e a s o n a b l e  good,  if  not  a v e r y  
good job,  in k e e p i n g  th ings  on a f a i r l y  e v e n  b a l a n c e .  You h e a r  
p e o p l e  c r y  abou t  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  in one w a y  o r  the o t h e r ,  
but the hard, cold fact is that we are less interfered with in the 
United States than any business anywhere in the world that I know 
of. 

About  the on ly  r e s t r a i n t  on us  is  tha t  we c a n n o t  c o m b i n e  in r e -  
s t r a i n t  of t r a d e .  But  w h e r e  we put  a p l an t ,  w h e t h e r  we expand  i t ,  
w h e t h e r  we cu t  i t  out ,  wha t  we m a k e  o r  do not  m a k e ;  a l l  of t h e s e  
d e c i s i o n s  w h i c h  in the f r e e  c o u n t r i e s  of E u r o p e  m u s t  be t a k e n  up 
wi th  s o m e  g o v e r n m e n t  s o u r c e ,  we do not  have  any  s u c h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on us at  a l l .  And I have  a f e e l i n g  tha t  if we w e r e  as  r e s t r a i n t e d  as  
m o s t  E u r o p e a n  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e - - a n d  t hey  do not  th ink  t h e y  a r e  too 
r e s t r a i n e d ,  I m i g h t  po in t  o u t - - w e  m i g h t  have  s o m e t h i n g  to s c r e a m  
abou t .  But  I t h ink  at  th i s  po in t  in t i m e  nobody  c a n  m a k e  a c a s e  tha t  
i n d u s t r y  has  b e e n  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  by a n y t h i n g  the g o v e r n m e n t  has  
done ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of w h i c h  p a r t y  was  in p o w e r .  


