ling recollections which you can do if you just start anywhere and pro-
ceed, and on the other hand, to avoid attempting to cram X number of
facts within each minute, I decided to take four separate cuts at the
question as follows:

First, strategicy to discuss its importance and its place in the
world balance; second, to consider United States' policy the way we've
approached the area and have conducted the cold war, or not conducted
it there; third, some remarks on the local scene, particularly the poli-
tical forces at work and the problems they pose for us. And finally,
some specific questions to give a little light and concrete facts as to
the theoretical generalizations that will have been mentioned before;
three of these, o0il, the Arab-israel question, and finally, the Yemen
affair.

Traditionally and historically the Middle East has been an area of
contention among the great poweas for a number of centuries. We don't
have a map here but T will assume a certain knowledge of geography. The
British had been much concerned as they were building their empire, to
maintain the routes to India and the Far East, and to establish them-
selves in positions which would keep other powers out of the area of
such great importance to their own world position; the French building
up an empire in the Mediterranean and in Africa were rivals of the Bri-
tish all through the 18th and 19th Centuries, and even into the 20th,

The Russians, of course, were pursuing a general southward expan-
sion toward the Persian Gulf, toward Constantinople and the Straits in
the Eastern Mediterranean, and have had a historic policy of pushing
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