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Our officers and our enlisted men have no true counterparts in
military history. In time of our Nation's greatest affluence they and
their families willingly and courageously undertake the most Spartan
sacrifices and hardships for us all. Around the globe they are, in
Emerson's words, the '""brave men who work while others sleep, who
dare while others shy.' They are fighting men--the best in the world
today--but they are also thinking men, men whose mission is peace,
men who are devoted to peace, stern in their respect for our demo-
cratic values. The military career today demands a new order of
talent, training, imagination, and versatility. Our military men have
these qualities and they have them in abundance. Seventy percent of
our commissioned officers are college graduates compared to 49 per-
cent in 1952. Seventy-three percent of all of our enlisted men are
high school graduates compared to 53 percent in 1952.

I believe as I have often said that our country justly must and
safely can accord to our American military men a place in our soci-
ety long denied to soldiers throughout our history. I very much want
our uniformed citizens to be first-class citizens in every respect,

I want their wives and their children to know only first-class lives.

I am in this regard directing the Secretary of Defense to speed up

his present review of such matters as housing and medical care, pay,
and allowances, so that we can at the earliest possible moment take
whatever steps both human equity and national defense may require
to enhance the standing and the morale of those who defend us. 1

am also directing the Secretary of Defense to review the education
systems and major schools within the services and the opportunities
now offered to continue civilian education while still in service in
order to broaden and strengthen these programs.

One more thing:

I know and you know that in our system there is no more a sen-
sitive relationship than between the military and the political, the
military and the civilian sectors. Enemies of our system have al-
ways and will always make this relationship a point of their attack in
their efforts to divide us or to implant distrust among us. I want the
whole world to know that in this land there is today a strong mutual
confidence between military men and civilian political leaders. This
is true at every level.

T have myself the highest sense of personal trust for great offi-
cers like General Wheeler and the other members of the Joint Chiefs
f Staff. I have seldom if ever in my life been so inspired as by the



