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Q U E S T I O N :  
g e t  by  t r a i n i n g ?  

27 
If our retention is 25 percent, h o w  g o o d  c a n  w e  

DR. NICHOLS: This is an excellent question. I am awfully 
glad you raised it. I think it is right at the heart of the whole dis- 
cussion. We have to do this thing by measuring the immediate 
comprehension and recognize that there will probablybe a severe 
fall-off in that comprehension level. So what we try to do is to 
raise it from 50 percent in the immediate listening situation up to 
close to i00, and then expect a 50 percent fall-off. Now, with our 
freshman trainee group, we have never failed to get at least 25 
percental ranks gain in listening proficiency from the training 
received in a single term. That would be about 20 class hours 
devoted to it. With 60 adults in a night class I had, business and 
professional people, the gain was 42 percental ranks in listening 
proficiency from the training received. 

N o w ,  t h i s  m a y  s o u n d  p r e t t y  g o o d  to s o m e  of  y o u .  I t  i s  n o t  a s  
g o o d  a s  w e  a r e  d o i n g  i n  r e a d i n g .  We  h a v e  b e t t e r  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  
r e a d i n g .  We h a v e  m o r e  r e s e a r c h  b e h i n d  i t .  A n d  m a n y  t i m e s  w e  
c a n  m u l t i p l y  b y  3 o r  4 in  r e a d i n g  r a t e  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n ,  w h e r e a s  
w e  o n l y  d o u b l e ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  r a t e  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .  

N o w ,  I t h i n k  i m p l i e d  in  y o u r  q u e s t i o n  a l s o ,  i f  I m a y  go a b i t  
d e e p e r  i n t o  i t ,  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  H o w  c a n  a p e r s o n  f l a t t e n  t h a t  
f o r g e t t i n g  c u r v e ?  L e t  m e  d r a w  a p i c t u r e  o f  i t  on  t h e  b l a c k b o a r d .  
N o w ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h a t  i s  an  o u t l i n e  of  a f o r g e t t i n g  c u r v e .  T h e r e  
i s  a l w a y s  an  e a r l y  d o w n w a r d  s w o o p ,  a n d  t h e n  a l e v e l i n g  of f .  T h e  
i d e a l  t h i n g  f o r  a n y  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  o r  i n s t r u c t o r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w o u l d  
b e  to  b e  a b l e  to  f l a t t e n  t h a t  f o r g e t t i n g  c u r v e .  If  we  c o u l d  g e t  a 
f l a t t e n e d - c u r v e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n s t e a d  of  t h i s  f a / 1 - o f f ,  i t  w o u l d l e a v e  
a t r e m e n d o u s  i m p a c t  o n  a l l  l e a r n i n g .  

A s  f a r  a s  I k n o w ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t w o  w a y s  to  f l a t t e n  t h e  f o r -  
g e t t i n g  c u r v e .  O n e  i s  t h r o u g h  r e p e t i t i o n .  W h e n  I w a s  a k id ,  I 
s a i d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r ,  p l a y i n g  o n  t h e  s i d e w a l k ,  " H i  d i d d l e  d i d d l e ,  
t h e  c a t ' s  i n  t h e  f i d d l e ,  t h e  c o w  j u m p e d  o v e r  t h e  m o o n .  " F o r  40 
y e a r s  I h a v e  t r i e d  to  f o r g e t  t h a t  s t u p i d  t h i n g .  I c a n n o t  f o r g e t  i t ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  d r i l l e d  i n  t h r o u g h  r e p e t i t i o n .  T h e  b e s t  w a y  to  
f l a t t e n  a f o r g e t t i n g  c u r v e ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  to  r e p e a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
l e a r n e d  r i g h t  a f t e r  y o u  l e a r n  i t ,  a n d  t h e n  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  e v e r y  
h o u r  o r  e v e r y  d a y ,  f o r  a f e w  h o u r s  o r  a f e w  d a y s ,  a n d  t h e n  y o u  
c a n n o t  g e t  i t  ou t ,  e v e n  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o .  I t  i s  g o i n g  to  s t a y  t h e r e .  


