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1. That it was perfectly clear from his data that it is
easily possible for the human animal to listen to human speech at a
rate three times the pace we normally hear it, without any signifi-
cant loss of comprehension of it whatsoever.

2. That it is a curious thing we have not taught our
young people how to listen, side by side with teaching them how
to read, from the first day the first public school-house opened
its doors.

A few educators read the report, worried a little, but
did nothing much about it. Shortly after that a very important fig-
ure in the television industry, Richard Hubbel, completed a year
of research, published a new book, and in it declared without
equivocation that 98 percent of all that a man learns in his lifetime
he learns through his eyes or through his ears. Hubbel's book
threw a spotlight upon a long-neglected organ you and I own, our
ears, and it threw into focus one of the most important researches
of our period, this one done by Paul Rankin at Ohio State University.

Rankin was determined to find out what proportion of our wak-
ing day we spend communicating with each other. He enlisted the
help of 65 white-collar folk, much like you and me, with each in-
dividual promising to keep careful log on all his conscious, waking,
daytime activities, at 15-minute intervals, for 2 months on end.
Rankin collected all these data, tabulated them, stared at the re-
sults, could not believe his own eyes, but published them. Im-
mediately they were republished in a score of professional jour-
nals.

Here is what he found: Seventy percent of our conscious,
waking day is spent in communication. Seven out of every 10
minutes that you and I are conscious, alive, and awake, we are
communicating. Rankin broke this down among its component
parts, found that we spend 9 percent of that time in writing, 16
percent reading, 30 percent talking, 45 percent in listening.

Now educators in all the States were upset, for, quantitatively
speaking, America has built her school system exactly upside
down. If a youngster goes through college some poor pedagogue
has spent a total of 16 years in all trying to teach him what a
sentence is. Then sometimes we hand the young man a 4-year
degree without knowing for certain that he really knows what a



