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He a d d e d  tha t  he h i m s e l f ,  as  an  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c ,  w a s  a l s o  a t r a n s -  
i en t  gues t .  I d id  not  e x a c t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s ,  b e c a u s e  I f e l t  a s  
m u c h  a p a r t  of t he  h o u s e  of A m e r i c a  as  a n y o n e  e l s e .  T h e  q u e s -  
t ion  of w h e t h e r  we a r e  A m e r i c a n ,  a s  I say ,  does  not  d e p e n d  on 
w h e n  we c a m e  h e r e .  As a n o t h e r  A m e r i c a n  i m m i g r a n t  h a s  put it ,  
"Who can  know A m e r i c a  who has  known on ly  A m e r i c a ? "  One 
n e e d s  a s t a n d a r d  of c o m p a r i s o n ,  and  wi th  it one can  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s - - t h e  g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m ,  t he  t o l e r a n c e ,  the  a c c e p t a n c e ,  
l i f e - c h a n c e s .  When  I s ay  t h e n  tha t  t h e r e  a r e  no A m e r i c a n s ,  I a m  
r e a l l y  s a y i n g  tha t  the c o n c e p t  of " A m e r i c a n i s m "  is  e t h n i c a l l y  a 
s h a k y ,  p u z z l i n g  and  q u e s t i o n a b l e  c o n c e p t .  It  a p p l i e s  on ly  if  you  
a r e  t a l k i n g  of g e n u i n e  c o m m i t m e n t  to A m e r i c a .  

(4} The  i m m i g r a t i o n  quo tas  tha t  we  b e g a n  to adop t  in t h e  
1920 ' s ,  and  tha t  a r e  s t i l l  on the  s t a t u t e  books ,  a r e  i r r e v e l a n t  to 
any  m e a n i n g f u l  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  app ly  to c o u n -  
t r y  of o r i g i n .  T h e y  w e r e  se t  in  s u c h  a w a y  tha t  t hey  w o u l d  d i s -  
c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  E a s t  E u r o p e  and o t h e r s ,  and  
wou ld  f a v o r  i m m i g r a n t s  f r o m  W e s t  E u r o p e .  I a g r e e  wi th  t h e  n e -  
c e s s i t y  f o r  i m m i g r a t i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in  p u r e l y  n u m e r i c a l  t e r m s .  
T h e r e  is  a l i t t l e  book  by the  l a t e  P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y  c a l l e d  "A 
Na t ion  of I m m i g r a n t s ,  " w h i c h  t a k e s  a v e r y  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  in t h e  
t e r m s  tha t  I a m  d e s c r i b i n g .  We can  d e c i d e  to t ake  so m a n y  i m m i -  
g r a n t s  e a c h  y e a r ,  but  t h e  t e s t  of who s h o u l d  be  a d m i t t e d  in t ha t  
n u m b e r  shou ld  not  be a t e s t  of what  c o u n t r y  t h e y  c a m e  f r o m ,  o r  
wha t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  i s ,  o r  wha t  t h e i r  c o l o r  is .  It s h o u l d  be ,  f i r s t ,  
a t e s t  of t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s  and  c a p a c i t y ;  s e c o n d ,  of 
t h e i r  s k i l l s  as  a g a i n s t  t he  s k i l l s  we need;  t h i r d ,  in t e r m s  of t h e i r  
c h a r a c t e r  and  c o m m i t m e n t .  

(5} A new A m e r i c a n  s t o c k  is  e m e r g i n g ,  s lowly ,  but  e m e r g i n g .  
W h e n  I s a y  th i s  I m e a n  tha t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
a m o n g  the  v a r i o u s  e thn ic  g r o u p s  a r e  n a r r o w i n g .  M o r e  and  m o r e  
we f ind  o u r s e l v e s  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  wha t  m a y  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c o m e  a 
m o r e  h o m o g e n o u s  s t o c k  in p h y s i c a l  t e r m s ,  t han  what  we  h a v e  a t  
t he  p r e s e n t  t i m e .  Th i s  is  a r e s u l t  p a r t l y  of i n t e r m a r r i a g e  and  
i n t e r b r e e d i n g ,  p a r t l y  of c l i m a t e  and d ie t  and  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s .  
F r a n z  Boas ,  the  g r e a t  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  did a f a m o u s  s tudy  o n t h e  sons  
and  d a u g h t e r s  of i m m i g r a n t s  a f t e r  the  f a m i l i e s  had  b e e n  h e r e  f o r  
s o m e  t i m e .  He found tha t  even  in p h y s i c a l  t e r m s  t h e y  had  m a r k e d l y  
c h a n g e d .  Add  the  i m p a c t  of the  s p r e a d  of i n t e r m a r r i a g e ,  and  the  
r e s u l t  is  t ha t  we a r e  m o v i n g  t o w a r d  wha t  we  m a y  u l t i m a t e l y  s o m e -  
day ca l l  an  A m e r i c a n  s tock .  


