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e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  m i l i t a r y  l i fe  in  A m e r i c a  h a s  c o m e  f r o m  
q u a l i t i e s  t ha t  w e r e  b r o u g h t  to  t h i s  c o u n t r y  by the  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  
f r o m  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r e s  and  by t he  i n t e r m i n g l i n g  of t he  c u l t u r e s  and  
t h e  i n t e r m i n g l i n g  of t h e  s t o c k s .  T a k e  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s .  
The "Protestant ethic" in the sense of the Calvinist tradition of 
salvation by "vocation" or calling--what you choose to do with your 
life as shown by the proofs or witness of your life--this Protestant 
ethic is integral to American culture. In the sense of self-dicipline, 
in the dignity of work, in the role it has played in the building of the 
structure of business enterprize, the Protestant ethic has become 
a part of the spirit of American institutions. It has recently been 
suggested that we have lost the basic characteristics of the 
Protestant ethic. I think this may be so. Hence, one of the themes 
in my own writing is that the most valuable elements of this ethic 

must be recaptured. 
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I f e e l  d e e p l y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  we h a v e  l o s t  o u r  s e n s e  of t h e  
m e a n i n g  of  w o r k .  We now t a l k  and  t h i n k  in  t e r m s  of t he  " job .  " 
T h e  job  i s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  t r y  to  ge t  a s  m u c h  f o r  as  you  can ,  to  g ive  
a s  l i t t l e  to  a s  y o u  can ,  to  ge t  a w a y  f r o m  as  s o o n  as  y o u  a r e  t h r o u g h .  
T h a t  i s  t h e  job .  W o r k  is  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t .  W o r k  is  s o m e -  
t h i n g  you  do b e c a u s e  y o u  c o u l d  no m o r e  h e l p  d o i n g  i t  t h a n  y o u  c o u l d  
h e l p  b r e a t h i n g .  I t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  f u l f i l l s  you ,  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  
w h i c h  y o u  do no t  k e e p  a t i m e  c lock ,  s o m e t h i n g  to  w h i c h  y o u  h a v e  
a c o m m i t m e n t .  W o r k  h a d  t h i s  m e a n i n g  o n c e  in t he  P r o t e s t a n t  e t h i c ,  
a n d  we l o s t  i t .  We n e e d  to f ind  i t  a g a i n .  

The great creativeness of the Catholics in America has been 
the human warmth that some of the Catholic groups--the Italians, 
the Irish and others--have brought with them, as against the dour- 
ness of the Calvinist strain. It includes political skills they brought 
with them, the sense of continuity they have in their religious tra- 
dition, their sense of the family as a web and of society as a web. 
These are very valuable in the whole American tradition. 

T h e  c r e a t i v e n e s s  of t h e  J e w s  in  t u r n  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
T h o r s t e i n  V e b l e n  f r o m  w h o m  I l e a r n e d  a good  dea l ,  h a s  an  e s s a y  
c a l l e d  " T h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  P r e - e m i n e n c e  of t h e  J e w s  in  W e s t e r n  
E u r o p e ,  " in  w h i c h  he  a s k s  a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n :  

Why  i s  i t  t ha t  a p e o p l e  w h o s e  n u m b e r s  a r e  so  s m a l l ,  
in  t e r m s  of  t h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r s ,  and  who h a v e  b e e n  d r i v e n  
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  so  p e r s i s t e n t l y  by p e r s e c u t i o n ,  h a v e  
a c h i e v e d  p o s i t i o n s  of  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p r e - e m i n e n c e  in W e s t e r n  
E u r o p e  ? 


