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s e n t e n c e .  T h e  s e n t e n c e  r e a d :  " A c t  a s  m e n  of  t h o u g h t ,  t h i n k  a s  
m e n  o f  a c t i o n .  " T h i s  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  s t i l l  f o r  a l l  o f  u s ;  t o  m a k e  o u r  
d e c i s i o n s ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  m a y  be ,  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  r e f l e c t i v e  
t h i n k i n g ;  bu t  t o  do  o u r  t h i n k i n g  w i t h  a k n o w l e d g e  of  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
o f  o u r  i d e a s .  It  i s  f r o m  t h i s  d o u b l e  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  I w a n t  t o  t a l k  
t o  y o u  on  t h e  t h e m e  y o u  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d .  

I h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  r e r e a d i n g  t h e  g r e a t  c l a s s i c  o n  t h e  
A m e r i c a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  w r i t t e n  a l o n g  t i m e  a g o  b y  a y o u n g  F r e n c h -  
m a n  c a l l e d  A l e x  de  T o q u e v i l l e .  In  1831 t w o  y o u n g  F r e n c h m e n ,  
De  T o c q u e v i l l e  a n d  G u s t a v e  B e a u m o n t ,  c a m e  to  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
f o r  a v i s i t .  T h e y  f e l t  t h a t  A m e r i c a  r e p r e s e n t e d  a g r e a t  h o p e  f o r  
t h e  f u t u r e .  B u t  t h e y  a l s o  f e l t  i t  w a s  a g r e a t  l a b o r a t o r y  f r o m  w h i c h  
t h e  E u r o p e a n s  c o u l d  d e r i v e  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  a b o u t  t h e i r  o w n  p r o b l e m s ,  
a n d  t h e y  c a m e  h e r e  t o  s t u d y  in  t h i s  l a b o r a t o r y .  T h e y  s t a y e d  f o r  8 
m o n t h s ,  a n d  t h e n  De  T o c q u e v i l l e  s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  9 y e a r s . o f  h i s  l i f e  
m u l l i n g  o v e r  w h a t  h e  h a d  s e e n  h e r e .  Ou t  o f  i t  c a m e  d e m o c r a c y  
in  A m e r i c a .  

You will find in it a classic chapter on "The Three Races in 
America, " the European, the Indians, and the African slaves. 
He felt that we had done a cruel thing to the Indians: in other parts 
of the new world they had been destroyed with the sword; we had 
done it in a subtler way--by "civilizing" them and by process of 
law, nevertheless we pretty much destroyed them. About the 
African slaves he had some other things to say that I shall come 
to soon. I have said that De Tocqueville came to America with a 
feeling of great hope, but he did not integrate it with his discussion 
of the three races, which seems to stand out from the rest. 

H i s  h o p e f u l n e s s  c a m e  f r o m  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  w e  in  A m e r i c a  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  g r e a t  d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  f u t u r e ,  w h i c h  
t h e  E u r o p e a n s  w e r e  b o u n d  t o  f o l l o w .  H e  f e l t  a d e g r e e  o f  i n e v i t a b i l -  
i t y  a b o u t  i t .  B u t  h e  a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  w e  h a d  f o u n d  a w a y  of  c a r r y i n g  
t h r o u g h  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h o u t  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s ,  w i t h -  
ou t  v i o l e n c e ,  w i t h o u t  r e l i g i o u s  w a r s ,  w i t h o u t  r a c i a l  w a r s ,  w i t h o u t  
c l a s s  w a r s ,  a n d  h e  w o n d e r e d  w h e t h e r  i t  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
E u r o p e  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  e x p e r i e n c e .  A s  a y o u n g  
a r i s t o c r a t ,  h e  r a t h e r  d r e a d e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  h e  s a w  c o m i n g  in  
E u r o p e ,  a r e v o l u t i o n  w h i c h  h e  f e l t  h a d  t o  c o m e .  B u t  a s  a s e n s i -  
t i v e  p e r s o n  w h o  c a r e d  a b o u t  t h e  l i f e  of  t h e  m i n d ,  h e  a l s o  h o p e d  
t h e  E u r o p e a n s  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  i t  t h r o u g h  w i t h o u t  d e s t r u c -  
t i v e n e s s .  He  f e l t  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  in  A m e r i c a  h a d  p l a y e d  a v e r y  
c r u c i a l  r o l e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a f o r c e  w h i c h  k e p t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  


