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energies of the American people from turning in upon themselves 

destructively. 
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Here was a new country without an aristocracy, without 
therefore any code-making group that could tell the population as 
a whole, as the European aristocrats told their masses, what to 
do and how to do it. Here was a new country where the people 
themselves had to make the codes. Tocqueville felt that this could 
result in anarchy, and his feeling about religion in America was 
that it prevented the anarchy from arising. Religion was one of 
the ways in which codes were made and maintained. But he felt 
there was another rel~gion in America, even more important than 
the Church religions. He did not quite find a name for it, but he 
spent considerable time describing it. I have myself called it 
"Civic Religion. " Tocqueville was speaking of the American feel- 
ing of c o m m i t m e n t  to  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a f e e l i n g  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the  
l i fe  of t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a f e e l i n g  of r e s p e c t  fo r  the  f a b r i c  of 
p o l i t i c a l  and  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i fe .  He found t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  in 
New E n g l a n d ,  but  he  found it t r u e  e l s e w h e r e  as  we l l .  W h e r e a s  in 
E u r o p e  t h e  C a t h o l i c  c l e r g y  w e r e  d e e p l y  c o m m i t t e d  to t h e  f u s i o n  of 
c h u r c h  and s t a t e ,  T o c q u e v i l l e  no t ed  t ha t  in A m e r i c a  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  
r e s p e c t e d  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of c h u r c h  and  s t a t e .  T h e y  had  b e c o m e ,  
he  fe l t ,  i n f e c t e d  by  t h e  c l i m a t e  of op in ion  in t h e  c o u n t r y  as  a who le .  
He gave  t h i s  as  an  e x a m p l e  of wha t  M o n t e s q u i e u ,  h i s  g r e a t  t e a c h e r ,  
had  c a l l e d  " the  s p i r i t  of t he  law,  " and  the  ex ten t  to w h i c h  the  s p i r i t  
of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  the  n a t i o n  as  a w h o l e .  With g r e a t  
p r e s c i e n c e  T o c q u e v i l l e  saw how r a p i d l y  C a t h o l i c i s m  wou ld  g row 
in  A m e r i c a ,  but he  fe l t  a l s o  tha t  i t s  g r o w t h  w o u l d  be  m a i n t a i n e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  f r a m e w o r k  of the  s p i r i t  of A m e r i c a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

About  t h e  A m e r i c a n  N e g r o e s  T o c q u e v i l l e  f e a r e d  a g r e a t  
d i s a s t e r  a w a i t e d  us ,  t ha t  we  w o u l d  have  to pay  h e a v i l y  in r e a p i n g  
t h e  h a r v e s t  of wha t  w e  had  sown.  He though t  the  d i s a s t e r  w o u l d  
c o m e  a f t e r  t h e  s l a v e s  had  b e e n  f r e e d .  He s a i d  tha t  only  a f t e r  a 
p e o p l e  ge t s  i t s  f r e e d o m ,  on ly  a f t e r  it l e a r n s  t he  t a s t e  of a d i f f e r e n t  
l i fe ,  d o e s  it b e g i n  to m a k e  d e m a n d s  fo r  t o t a l  equa l i t y .  As  a r e s u l t  
of t h e s e  d e m a n d s  of t he  N e g r o e s  T o c q u e v i l l e  f o r e s a w  a b loody  
s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  b l a c k s  and  w h i t e s ,  one  tha t  w o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  in 
t he  S o u t h e r n  S ta t e s  w h e r e  t he  s l a v e r y  i n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  s t r o n g e s t .  
T h i s  b l o o d y  s t r u g g l e  tha t  he  spoke  o f - - h e  r e a l l y  m e a n t  a b loody  
o n e - - h a s  not  t a k e n  p l a c e .  Yet  t h e  p r e s c i e n c e  w a s  t h e r e .  T h u s  
w e  s e e  how t h e  A m e r i c a n  t r a d i t i o n  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  in t he  e y e s  of 
p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  sub t l e  and  a c u t e  o b s e r v e r  of A m e r i c a n  l i fe  and  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  


