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* * *

I want to give a few definitions now before I go on. I use
"race' only for the broadest possible categories of physical
anthropology, that is, when we speak of the blacks, the whites,
the Indians, the Qrientals. Our present thinking about race is
still in a searching state; we still do not know what "race' means.
The present tendency is to talk of it in terms of a chemical con-
stituent in blood type--that it has very little to do actually with
physiogenomy, and certainly little to do with either inferiority or
superiority of psychological traits.

I use "stock" to indicate certain physical characteristics the
way the anthropometrists would measure them. I use "nationality"
to mean country of origin. There are Americans of various
nationalities in the sense that they or their ancestors come from
various countries. In that sense we are of English, or Italian, or
Polish, or Japanese in origin. I use ''religion,' of course, to
mean the broad categories--the Protestants, the Catholics, the
Jews, the Muslims, whatever else it may be. And, I use the term
"ethnic group'' as the term we use most frequently to mean a com-
bination of the other concepts, usually both country of origin and
religion. Thus the Irish Catholics, the Italian Catholics, the
Mexican Catholics, the African Negro, the Russian Jews, the
German Jews, even the Negro Jews or Jewish Negroes.

You probably know the golf story about Sammy Davis, who is
a Jewish Negro. The man he was playing with said, "Sammy,
what is your handicap?, " and Sammy answers, "Look! I am a
Negro, I am a Jew, and I have only one eye, and you ask me what
is my handicap.' I have sometimes wondered who would be the
most ethnically handicapped person in the United States--perhaps
a Negro-Jewish woman with some Indian-Mexican blood in her.
But she could also have built-in rationalization for the adversities
in her life. The unhappiest person is a WASP--White Anglo-
Saxon Protestant--because whatever happens to him he must attri-
bute to his own defects and not to any minority status. These
"Wasps' tend to develop a special neurosis, since they must
assign to their personal inadequacy what they cannot project upon
their membership in any group. One other term. When I speak of
"culture' and "'subculture, "' I speak of American "culture, "' I
mean the culture of the country as a whole. A "subculture" may
be the culture of a particular ethnic group.



