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between the Western power-cluster and the Communist power-

cluster is what I call political war. It is a struggle of aid and
trade, of diplomacy and Peace Corps, of ideas and ideals. It is
a struggle of intelligence. This political war must continue for
some time until we have been able to create some kind of world
policing force which can nail down the peace. Until that time we
have to use the best weapons we can in the political struggle. In
that struggle we are being tested and judged and valued all around
the world by the kind of image of a living democracy that we
present.

We speak of the nuclear weapons as ''credible'' weapons, we
speak of our deterrent as a ''credible’ deterrent. It had better be
credible: the others had better believe in it. But there must also
be a credible democracy, a credible society. The fact is that in
these pluralistic terms, we have tolerably made our society
credible, although we still have a long way to go.

(3) We do not have in America any exclusive "American

stock, "' as against ''foreign stock.' We sometimes tend to use

the terms "American' and "foreign' to suggest degrees of recency
of immigration. Although my family and I have been here only
since 1907, I feel as deeply American as those whose families
came over in the early 1600's. In a pluralistic society, where
there are no native Americans except for the Indians, the question
of whether one is ""American' depends not upon origin but upon the
way one has lived and the kind of commitment he has made.

This recalls an interesting experience I had. I worked on
one of Marshall Field's newspapers once, and I had a chance to
see something of him. I helped him on a book and so he mentioned
me in the Foreword. A reviewer on one of the New York news-
papers, noticing my name in the Foreword used a rather interest-
ing sentence. He said (I am paraphrasing):

It is curious that Mr. Lerner and Mr. Field should
have worked together on this book, curious because when
Mr. Field's ancestors were merchant princes in Chicago,
Mr. Lerner's ancestors were wandering on the steppes of
Russia. Mr. Lerner is a transient in this country. We
ought to make a distinction between those who are real
residents of the hotel and those who are just transient
guests.
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