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Dr. L. Pearce Williams, Associate Professor, Department
of History, Cornell University, was born in Harmon, New York, on
8 September 1927. He was graduated with honors from Cornell
University in 1349 where he received a B. A. degree in history and
was awarded a Ph.D. degree by that University in September 1952,
He served in the U.S. Navy from 1945 to 1946. He entered the
Graduate School of Cornell during the academic year 1950-1951
where he worked in the Archives Nationales in Paris collecting ma-
terial for his dissertation, ''The Teaching of Science in France Dur-
ing the Revolutionary and Imperial Periods, 1789-1815." He was
an instructor in the department of history of Yale University from
1952 to 1956. In 1956 and 1957, he was an associate historian for
the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis doing important re-
search and writing of the histories of the Salk vaccine and the
gamma globulin field trials. In September 1956 he was appointed
assistant professor of history at the University of Delaware. He
returned to Cornell University as an assistant professor in history
in 1960 and was elevated to associate professor in 1962. His writ-
ings on the history of science, resulting from his research in
France in 1951 and in England in 1959 under a National Science
Foundation post doctoral fellowship, have been widely published.
Dr. Williams is a member of the American Historical Association,
a member of the Royal Institution (London), a fellow, The Chemical
Society (London), and for many years has been an official of the
History of Science Society. This is his first lecture at the Indus-
trial College of the Armed Forces.
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