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"I  a m  Id. " T h e s e  a r e  m e n t a l  c o n s t r u c t s  on  F r e u d ' s  p a r t .  Bu t  g i v e n  
t h e s e ,  F r e u d  c a n  now g ive  y o u  in good  C a r t e s i a n  t e r m s  a r a t i o n a l  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  w a y  t h e  h u m a n  p s y c h e  w o r k s ,  a n d  o n e  c h e c k s  t h i s  
against human behavior. 

Cartesianism and Baconianism, then, are opposed. Baconian- 
ism is fact-finding. Cartesianism, is, if you will, theoretical phys- 
ics in a peculiar sense; a theoretical physics that builds on hypo- 
thetical constructs through the use of reason. Note the consequences 
of this system. First, it places emphasis here on the rational 
argument; notice, not on the ideas, for the ideas do not belong to 
the individual; they are God's; you are merely using these to start 
with. What you want is the chain of ideas; what links them together 
logically. 

Now see what a theory is. A theory in this sense is this chain 
of argument. And in this system see what the role of mathematics 
is. Mathematics is a logical tool. It is only in mathematics that 
Descartes and his followers would insist that you can avoid semantic 
traps that are set for the unwary in the use of ordinary language; 
when you use words that mean different things to different people 
and therefore you get trapped. 

You probably all know Jonathan Swift's little parody in Gulli- 
ver's travels where he takes this to its ridiculous ultimate extreme. 
I forget the people who do this, but they never speak; they carry 
great sacks on their backs and when they want to say something 
they reach in and pull out the object. So, they do not have ambiguity. 
They do not use words at all, but use the thing itself to make a 
point. 

F o r  t h e  C a r t e s i a n s ,  m a t h e m a t i c s  i s  t h e  m o s t  r e f i n e d  t o o l  of  
l o g i c a l  d i s c o u r s e ,  a n d  t h i s  is  i t s  p r i m a r y  r o l e .  N o t e  t oo ,  t h a t  
C a r t e s i a n  s c i e n c e  is  d e m o c r a t i c ;  d e m o c r a t i c  in a v e r y  odd  s e n s e ;  
d e m o c r a t i c  in  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  i n n a t e  
i d e a s ,  o r  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  i n n a t e  i d e a s .  E v e r y b o d y ,  t h e r e -  
f o r e ,  i s  c a p a b l e  of  g r a s p i n g  t h e s e  f u n d a m e n t a l  t r u t h s  a b o u t  t h e  
u n i v e r s e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o r i g i n  of  t h e  t e r m  " c o m m o n s e n s e .  " It w a s  
t h a t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  f a c u l t y  c o m m o n  to  a l l  o f  m a n k i n d .  So, d e m o c r a t i c  
in  t h i s  w a y ,  bu t  d o g m a t i c  a s  w e l l .  F o r ,  i t  i s  d o g m a t i c  in t e r m s  of  
i n d i v i d u a l  r e a c t i o n  to  t h e  i n n a t e  i d e a s .  L e t  u s  a s s u m e  t h a t  w e  a r e  
g o i n g  to  a r g u e .  I h a v e  a n  i n n a t e  i d e a  w h i c h  i s  c l e a r .  I s e e  it  v e r y  
c l e a r l y ;  i t  s e e m s  to  m e  i n d i s p u t a b l e .  I k n o w  it i s  t r u e .  Bu t  t h i s  i s  


