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citizens, they certainly do have concern with education and matters 
of national policy that every citizen would have a concern for as a 

voter, and they can speak on those terms. 

So, what we ought to do and they ought to do, I think, is to 

separate their professional field of competence from what they 

have to say as a concerned citizen in some particular areas. 

QUESTION: Previous speakers have mentioned the collection 

of public speeches that are coming out and that probably a great 

number of scientific publications are produced. Would you care to 

comment on that? 

DR. VOLLMER: I think that this is a very serious problem. 

Certainly, it is a serious problem for scientists--the so-called 

"information explosion" which is occurring today. Because, most 
people who work in scientific fields find it very difficult to keep up 

with what is new in their field because there are so many things in 

their field nowadays that they have to read in order to keep up with 
it. Often there is an over-emphasis on quantity of publication, 

sometimes, many of us think, to the detriment of quality in publica- 

tions. 

The last comment that I want to make on this is that some of 
us have proposed some research. In fact, when Ileave here this 

morning I want to go to talk to somebody in one of the government 

agencies about a study that is being proposed, to determine the 

degree to which the present information explosion actually repre- 

sents an explosion in concepts--that is, worthwhile new ideas--or 

whether it represents a kind of increase in noise in the system; in 
other words, people talking more and more about the same old 

things to each other. We suspect in some fields it is the latter. 

So, what we would like to do is have a technique or methodology 

for measuring the growth of concepts rather than just the growth of 

written material, to find out whether we are really getting some- 

thing worthwhile out of this so-called information explosion. I 
think that this needs to be done by somebody. 

QUESTION: (Inaudible--too much coughing to make question 

coherent). 

DR. VOLLMER: Again, I am not sure whether I exactly under- 

stand the point of your question here. 


