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Let me add just one more word. There is complete unanimity, 

I would say, in the view that the present tax structure leaves a lot 
to be desired. 

QUESTION: Dr. Brazer, a former Commissioner of Internal 

Revenue has recommended abolition of the income tax. Can you ex- 

plain the rationale for this ? 

DR. BRAZER: My personal view is that he was a poor choice 

for Commissioner. I cannot really elaborate on that answer other 

than to say that this is a common view held by people who ordinarily 

are closely associated with the far right. I think it involves in large 

part the question of the role that ought to be played by the Federal 

tax structure in the distribution of income. And there is, as you 
know, a movement of which the gentleman of whom you speak is a 

member that favors either the abolition of the personal income tax 
or a constitutional amendment limiting the top rate to 25 percent. 

Fortunately, these people are in a very small minority. Com- 

missioners of Internal Revenue are not necessarily experts in tax 

policy. They may be experts in administration. They may be ex- 
perts in the law of taxation, as in the case of Commissioner Caplan; 

they are not necessarily experts in the economics or philosophy of 

taxation. They are not necessarily keen and astute observers of the 

social scene, shall we say, and in some cases they are even none 
of the first three things I mentioned, but happen to be convenient 

political choices. 
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