DefenselL INK News: A Strategic Approach to the Challenge of Terrorism

against Nazism and fascism, and then later in the “long twilight struggle”’ that was the confrontation with
totalitarian communism. Each time, we achieved victories of truly historic proportions, united with allies
dedicated to halting the spread of the totalitarian menace. Each time we thought, with the evil eliminated,
we could enjoy along period of unbroken peace. Each time, we suffered rude awakenings. Thistime,
September 11, 2001 was our wake-up call.

With the cold-blooded murder of 3,000 Americans and citizens of many other countries, we were once
again in the middle of awar we didn’'t look for. It found us. We learned in one shattering and horrific
attack that evil remains on the loose. Like each past confrontation, the target is freedom itself.

Three days after the Twin Towers crumbled into dust, the President stood among the smoking ruins, and
assured rescue workers, and the rest of the nation, that “the people who knocked down these buildings
will hear from all of ussoon.” And Americans did fight back—for the same reasons Americans went to
war in the past. During one of my recent visits to Capitol Hill, Senator Joseph Lieberman described it
well, reminding us that when Americagoesto war, “it’s not for conquest, it’s not for imperial colonial
plunder. It’'sfor security and a principle that has driven American history from the beginning, whichis
freedom and democracy.”

To be successful once again in defending our security and our freedom, four basic principles need to
guide our strategy in combating terrorist fanaticism:

. We must recognize that the struggle will be along struggle, not something we will win in three
years or eight years or perhaps even decades. But, we will win it, even though victory will
probably not be marked by anything as dramatic as the signing ceremony on the USS Missouri or
the collapse of the Berlin Wall.

. Wemust use al the instruments of national power, including military force but not solely or even
primarily military force. Indeed, the different instruments of national power, including the “ softer
ones, reinforce one another;

. Thisisastruggle that will be waged in multiple “theaters,” including our own country. We cannot
ignore any of these theaters, but we need to sequence our efforts so that we focus our energiesin
the right places at the right times;

. Perhaps most important, thisis an ideological aswell asaphysica struggle. We must do more
than ssimply kill and capture terrorists. We must, as the President said in hisfirst State of the
Union Message after September 11, work to build a“just and peaceful world beyond the war on
terror,” particularly in the Muslim world, so that we can offer avision of life and hope and
freedom to counter the terrorists’ vision of tyranny, death and despair.

From the beginning, President Bush recognized that this fight would be long and difficult. Just
five days after the attacks on New Y ork and the Pentagon, the President said:

“Thisisanew kind of evil. ....Thiswar on terrorism is going to take awhile. And the
American people must be patient. 1’'m going to be patient. ....[T]hiswill be along
campaign, a determined campaign; a campaign that will use the resources of the United
Statesto win. They have roused a mighty giant. And make no mistake about it, we're
determined.”

On October 8, 2001, the day after Operation Enduring Freedom began in Afghanistan, Secretary
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