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communist takeover of Czechoslovakia in 1948, people in the West were still debating whether 
there was even a threat that we needed to confront.  And the idea that we would eventually win 
that struggle, after an effort that would extend over four decades was something that few besides 
George Kennan dared to predict.

So too, today, a problem that grew up in 20 or 30 years is not going away in two or three.  So, we 
must be resolved and patient.  Our adversaries have demonstrated remarkable patience.  They 
might be looking at Afghanistan, for example, and thinking:  it took us 10 years to drive the 
Soviets out; the Americans have been there less than three.  

But, we know how Europe’s story ends.  We know it can be done—when leaders are determined to 
persevere … when the American people and its allies are resolved to stand firm for freedom.

Freedom is the glue of the world’s strongest alliances and the solvent that has dissolved tyrannical 
rule.  The same values that held the Allies together over the course of four decades of often 
contentious debates are the values that have brought some 40 countries into the Coalition effort in 
Afghanistan, more than 30 countries with us into Iraq, and some 80 or 90 countries into the larger 
coalition against global terrorism.  The longing for freedom that penetrated even the Iron Curtain 
was what brought about the peaceful end to the Cold War.  That same universal desire for liberty—
among Muslims as well as non-Muslims—will be our strongest weapon in fighting fanaticism 
today.

Our enemies know us by our love of liberty and democracy.  We know them by their worship of death 
and their philosophy of despair.  We were given a window into their dark and barren world when we 
intercepted a letter from an al Qaeda associate in Iraq to his colleagues in Afghanistan.  Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi, a major terrorist mastermind, gives us an idea of how they view the benefits of 
a free and open society emerging in the heart of the Middle East.  “Democracy” in Iraq, Zarqawi 
writes, “is coming” and that will mean suffocation” for the terrorists.  He talks disparagingly about 
Iraqis who “look ahead to a sunny tomorrow, a prosperous future, a carefree life, comfort and 
favor.”  For Zarqawi, prosperity and happiness are inconsistent with the terrorists’ mission.  “We 
have told these people”—meaning Iraqi Muslims—Zarqawi writes, “that … the nation cannot live 
without the … perfume of fragrant blood spilled on behalf of God and that people cannot awaken 
from their stupor unless talk of martyrdom and martyrs fills their days and nights.”

In the contempt he displays for whole groups of human beings, including Muslim Kurds and 
Muslim Shi’a, Zarqawi calls to mind the racism of the Nazis.  And his glorification of death and 
violence also calls to mind the tyrannical movements of the last century.  While he claims a mantle 
of religion, his rhetoric recalls the death’s head that Hitler’s SS proudly displayed on their 
uniforms.
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