DefenselL INK News: A Strategic Approach to the Challenge of Terrorism

But, the great majority of human beings, Muslims along with everyone else, want to embrace life
and freedom, if given the chance. Indeed, afew months back, Hamid Karzai said that if they
registered six million to people to vote, he'd consider it a success—currently, 10.5 million people
areregistered. Inlrag, the early caucuses for the Iragi National Conference were met with an
amost overwhelming number of Iragisinterested in serving Irag—In Kut, more than 1200 people
competed for 22 seats; in Ngjaf, 920 candidates vied for 20. Thus, just like Nazism and
Communism, this latter day brand of totalitarianism contains the seeds of its own decay. But it
will not collapse simply of its own weight. We must go on the offense.

Our offensive of necessity involves many and varied fronts. Not just different geographical
theaters, though there are many of those. And not even primarily military fronts. Thisstruggleis
not just about killing and capturing terrorists, although that’s critically important. More than three-
guarters of al Qaeda’'s key leaders and facilitators have been killed. We will never know how
many September 11" s have been prevented by intercepting the plotters and facilitators who have
been killed or captured in the three years since.

The successes of the last three years have disrupted or prevented alarge number of terrorist plans.
But we can be virtually certain that there are still people out there plotting major attacks against
us. Even capturing or killing bin Laden will not eliminate al Qaeda much |ess other terrorist
groups.

While we cannot concentrate our efforts on only one front at atime, we also can’t afford to put
equal effort into each ssimultaneously. We need to sequence our effortsin away that makes sense,
recognizing also that what we do in one theater has impacts on others. We cannot have an al
Qaeda strategy by cutting aid to, and thereby isolating, a country like Pakistan, for example, which
iswhat happened in the 1990s. At the same time, success in one theater can provide a platform for
success in others. Success in Afghanistan has not only deprived Al Qaida of a sanctuary there, it
has also supported President Musharraf’ s bold position as afriend of the United States, and drove
al Qaedaterroristsinto Pakistan where it has been possible to capture them. The capture of
terrorist operatives in Pakistan has led to the arrests of key associates in places as distant as
London and Chicago, and provided significant new information about terrorist plans.

Terrorists once found Saudi Arabiaafriendly place to find money. But, since the suicide
bombingsin Riyadh on May 12, 2003, it’s been afar less hospitable place. The Saudis have been
ableto kill or capture more than 600 a Qaeda associates. And their counter-terrorist efforts have
benefited substantially from the ability of the U.S. to remove the threat of Saddam Hussein as well
as the burden of supporting alarge military presence on Saudi territory, which was made possible
by the liberation of Iraq.

Morocco, Egypt, Algeria, the UAE, Oman, Y emen, and other nations in the Arab world are giving
us valuable cooperation. Uzbekistan, where we are encouraging internal political and economic
reforms, is also a key state in the war on terror.

Indonesia, with the largest Muslim population of any country in the world, faces the challenge of
terrorism at the same time that it is struggling to build new democratic institutions. For
Indonesians, the attacks in Bali and Jakarta were their equivalent of September 11, and they have

http://www.defenselink.mil/cgi-bin/dl print.cgi ?http://ww...enselink.mil/speeches/2004/5p20040908-depsecdef 0721.html (5 of 10)12/13/2005 10:15:10 AM



