DefenselL INK News: A Strategic Approach to the Challenge of Terrorism

taken serious steps to deal with their own terrorist problem.

The Palestinian-Isragli problem is another theater in this struggle. President Bush has laid out the
very clear solution to that problem, the establishment of two states, living side by side in peace.
Getting to that solution is an enormous challenge. But getting there will be enormous benefits for
our other efforts.

It's been said that diplomacy without military capability is nothing more than prayer. Brave
American troops are performing their roles magnificently, giving our diplomacy enormous
credibility. In other theaters, our diplomacy has been strengthened by military success. Not long
ago, Libya saw what was happening in the region, and agreed to peacefully dismantle its weapons
programs.

For our military forces, the two central fronts are Afghanistan and Irag. Today, in those two
countries, 50 million people have been freed from brutal tyranny. Afghanistan and Irag are on the
way to becoming America s newest allies in the fight for freedom.

In Afghanistan, the Taliban has been overthrown and replaced by a new constitution and
government, more representative of all the people than at any time in the country’s history.

In Iraq, the government is under Iragi control. Children no longer learn by textbooks that teach,
“2 Saddams plus 2 Saddams equals 4 Saddams.” And substantial progressis being made evenin
the face of an enemy who continued to fight long after the liberation of Baghdad, along with
Zargawi and its other terrorist alies, to prevent the emergence of afree Irag. In Afghanistan, too,
progress is being made despite the unwillingness of the Taliban to accept defeat.

Both Afghanistan and Irag are moving with determination toward self-government. For terrorists,
including associates of al Qaeda, the success of democracy in both countries will represent a major
defeat.
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