DoD News: Ask the U.S. Commander in Irag, BBC

first place?
General Kimmitt: Well the peaceful solution wasn't being offered.

Bridget Kendall: Well I'm afraid we're having alittle bit of trouble with the line there from
Baghdad. Well let's go back to the questions that we were seeking from people in Baghdad. Here's
another question from the streets of Baghdad.

Mustafa Hasan: Hi I'm Mustafa Hasan, I'm from Baghdad. | came back here from Najaf
yesterday. So | would just like to ask General Kimmitt a simple question. Do you know whereis
Moqtada al-Sadr for the time and | hope you can answer that? Thanks.

Bridget Kendall: Well General Kimmitt, | hope we've got you back, we were having afew flash
frames there but | hope you could hear that question. It was asking about what's going on in Najaf and
whether you know the whereabouts of Moqgtada al-Sadr.

General Kimmitt: Well right now we don't know where Moqgtada al-Sadr is, however, things are
guite quiet at the time.

Bridget Kendall: 1I'm afraid we're still having problems with our line to Baghdad but joining me
in the studio is Middle East expert Adel Darwish, who's been listening to General Kimmitt. Adel
Darwish what's your assessment of where we arein Ngjaf? Thisis an American attack which is still
going on, unlike the one we were discussing in Falluja, with quite alot of violence today.

Adel Darwish: Yes| think what actually makesit different from what went on in Fallujais Najaf
Is an area of the heartland of the Shia. Where the Shia are on the same side as the Americans and on the
same side of the largest of the forces who wanted to see the back of Saddam, they suffered alot under
Saddam and there must have been some questions to be raised and the Americans would need to ask
themselves, what went wrong to alienate the Shia.

The second point of course is Mogtada al-Sadr himself - a young man who is playing a power
game. His motives are not sort of entirely kosher. He's got his own sort of way of wanting to be included
in through the means of violence and he does not enjoy the support of people like Ayatollah Ali Sistani,
for example, and people who matter.

Again another question - why was he actually allowed to go that far? We know that he was
implicated in the assassination of Ayatollah Khoel over - about 15 months ago, now so why has he not
been arrested earlier rather than actually growing into power. So again this question of the political
judgement of the CPA - that's the coalition occupying force there?

Bridget Kendall: We heard General Kimmitt say that in Falluja after a certain point they were
approached by the Iragi governing council to try a peaceful solution which they went to, quite a corner
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