
DoD News: Ask the U.S. Commander in Iraq, BBC

            So it may have been that at the time of the attack there was a celebration going on but we 
certainly don't think it was a wedding. We observed no children killed, there were six women killed and 
we acknowledge that.

            But all the indications that we had, the intelligence that brought us to that location, the 
intelligence we found at that location and frankly subsequent intelligence that we continue to pick up, 
would lead us to believe that there was not a wedding going on at that location at one o'clock in the 
morning in the middle of the desert but there may have been some sort of meeting of foreign fighters and 
smugglers that were at work in that area.

            Bridget Kendall:  Can I just come back to Haider on that? Haider that's a pretty detailed 
explanation.

            Haider Al-Najjar:  Well the thing is the Associated Press - it's contradicted totally by the 
Associated Press because they had individuals who were in the wedding video who were - and their 
corpses were shown afterwards and they were in the wedding video wearing the same clothes and this is 
detailed on - and the BBC have reported this indeed.

            I would just like to quickly move on to another point about the Abu Ghraib scandal as well 
which Brigadier Kimmitt has not answered. I mean it's either one of two things - either there's no 
discipline in the US military which is leading individuals to commit these acts, which is a big problem 
because you have to have discipline in the military. Or it's approved, if not at least tolerated, by senior 
people in the military.

            Bridget Kendall:  Okay, let's just stop there and give the General a chance to reply.

            General Kimmitt:  Well on the issue the Associated Press video that you saw was taken during 
daylight hours. The attack was conducted at night time. We think there might have been some sort of 
celebration going on at one o'clock in the morning, it may have been that the singers were in fact 
entertaining this group - so we're not disputing that.

            I think it's important to finish up this by saying we were concerned about those videos as well. 
We were concerned about what we saw. And because of our concern, because of the discrepancies and 
the similarities we've launched a full investigation.

            We are conducting that investigation right now. We're going to find out what happened, we're 
going to be very open and honest about it and we're going to find out if in fact there were some 
discrepancies between the reports we got and what we saw in those videos. So let's see how that 
investigation turns out.

            The gentleman then talked about Abu Graib and …
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