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vast majority of, for example, military police who are doing their job proudly and the vast majority of 
military intelligence professionals that are doing their job proudly as well.

            Bridget Kendall:  We've got a caller on the line who'd like to ask about this. It's Eliceu Maximo 
Filho from San Paulo in Brazil. You're on the line, what would you like to say to the General?

            Eliceu Maximo Filho:  General, I would like to know if those soldiers who have committed 
crimes against Iraqi people in the prisons, if they had committed the same crimes against American 
citizens if they would have the same punishment like one year in prison like they have?

            Bridget Kendall:  I don't know if you heard that General. If American soldiers were accused - 
had done the same thing to US citizens would they have the same punishment?

            General Kimmitt:  Exactly the same. We are not making a difference in the uniform code of 
military justice, whether these were Iraqi prisoners or if they'd been guarding American prisoners at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. They're exactly the same charges, exactly the same procedure. We're not making 
an exception just because these were foreign citizens.

            In fact my guess is that we're probably - well I won't even say that but we are - we are looking 
very hard at this. We're very, very determined to make sure this never happens again. But no we treat the 
court cases exactly the same whether these are Iraqi detainees or whether these are American detainees.

            Bridget Kendall:  Eliceu, you're in Brazil, what's been your impression of this whole abuse 
scandal?

            Eliceu Maximo Filho:  Well it was a very bad incident because it was completely against the 
treatment of prisoners and also the Red Cross who were the only organisation who had access to the 
prison itself didn't do anything about that. So it was like no one to take care of it, it's this type of feeling 
I would say.

            Bridget Kendall:  We've had an e-mail General from - this is from Christine Fortier, she's in 
Canada in Montreal. And she says: My friend's father died while in US army custody in Iraq and without 
disclosing any more details to protect his family's identity I will say the circumstances surrounding his 
death were suspicious to say the least. So how soon, if ever, will we have details regarding the fate of 
specific prisoners?

            General Kimmitt:  Well again we've given background briefings on the number of detainee 
deaths that we have had under custody. Over the past - since the beginning of operations there have been 
37 deaths while in detention. Of those seven were in Afghanistan, 30 were in Iraq. Of the 30 that were in 
Iraq 19 were considered justifiable homicide - a prisoner attempting to take a weapon from a guard and 
turn it on the guard and so on and so forth.
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