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82nd Airborne Division Commanding General's Briefing from Iraq 

     Staff: Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Welcome to this evening's press conference. Tonight Major 
General Swannack will be speaking to you about the 82nd Airborne Division Area of Operations during his 
opening comments. When he's concluded his comments he will take your questions.

     If you have a cell phone or radios, please turn them off at this time. Cameramen, please do not walk in and 
among the journalists that are seated. When you are given the opportunity to ask your question, please state your 
name and the news agency that you work for, and then after you've asked the question, turn off the speaker.

     Major General Swannack will address you on operational information which relates only to the operations 
within the 82nd Airborne Division's sector. He will not address policy issues or governmental issues. Please keep 
your questions to the operations within the 82nd Airborne Division area of responsibility.

     "Shukran." Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, Major General Chuck Swannack.

     Swannack: Well, first of all, to the Baghdad press corps, good evening. And to the Washington press corps, 
good morning. And to all, a happy new year. I think our world's a safer place this new year. As a matter of fact, 
right now on Iraq's Army Day, I'd like to compliment the Iraqi Army today, and especially congratulate the 
graduates of the second new Iraqi Army battalion.

     It's great to some of you again, and our welcome mat is still out out there in Al Anbar Province if you ever want 
to come out and visit us. I'll make a few opening remarks, then I'll go ahead and take your questions.

     About six weeks ago, I stood here and described for you the state of Al Anbar Province, which has almost one-
third of the land mass of all of Iraq and was part of the former Ba'athist stronghold. I described then that we were 
turning the corner in the West, and I'm here to tell you that we have turned that corner.

     I also can tell you that we're on a glide-path toward success as attacks against Task Force All American forces 
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