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very upbeat, that talk about the insurgency being defeated and not succeeding in impeding progress.  But we're 
also continuing to get a lot of bad news.  Can you just give us an idea -- do you -- are you -- do you think you're 
presenting a realistic portrait of what's actually going on in Iraq and the challenges that you're facing there and 
the difficulties that you're having?
 
     Odierno:  I do.  Listen, it's -- believe me, it's extremely frustrating to me, because I know these soldiers that 
are giving their lives for this.  And so it's frustrating to me.
 
     And it's important that we do honor them and we do report when soldiers have been killed, because they're 
over here for a very honorable cause.  And it's important that we do that.
 
     However, it is so clear here on a day-to-day basis the difference -- the difference from 30 days ago, the 
difference from two weeks ago.  If you -- you see the construction going on, the roads being paved in the center 
of Kirkuk.  You see the amount of people now working.  You see the amount of people volunteering to be 
policemen, volunteering to be in the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps.  You see improvements in -- the gas lines have 
now gone away again.  So I mean, we see constant improvement.  And so it is getting better.  The type of attacks 
are really much less violent, much less coordinated, but they still do have effects sometimes.  
 
     So I think -- that's why I try to make sure I paint the picture that it is improving, that we are making significant 
progress.  That's not to say that there are still not people shooting at us here, there are still not people trying to 
work our will.  But the progress really is very, very good.  And that's why it's important for me to say it because I 
want you to hear it from me, that it is in fact improving every day, and it's significantly better than it was a month 
ago right now.
 
     Q:  Sir, this is Jim Garamone.  I'm with American Forces Press Service.  More and more of the attacks seem 
to be directed at Iraqis. Is this having a backlash within the Sunni population against these anti-coalition forces?
 
     Odierno:  I believe it is.  I believe that the Iraqis feel why are they doing this?  They're getting very frustrated 
with some of these attacks, where a lot of civilians, young children are being killed, and we are seeing a 
backlash.  There's a backlash in several ways.  Again, a backlash in that they are coming forward more readily 
and freely with information.
 
     We're standing up joint operations centers in all the major cities -- in Baqubah, Tikrit, Samarra, Kirkuk -- and 
those are joint centers with Iraqi police, Iraqi Civil Defense Corps.  We have people coming in and giving us 
information in these joint operations centers. We have Iraqis conducting more of our -- when we do a raid, almost 
every one of them now have Iraqi Civil Defense Corps or police involved in it.  They're leading; we're there in 
support.
 
     So I mean, that's what's -- that's what's happening.  They are more readily volunteering.  They more readily 
want to get involved in fighting this insurgency.  That's another big difference I have seen here lately.  The people 
are frustrated.  They're tired of the violence.  They're tired of seeing loss of life, and they want to get on with it.  
They want to get their sovereignty.  They want to take over control of themselves, but they also know that we 
have to be here for security until we can get their police force and other civil defense forces stood up.
 
     Q:  General Odierno, Martha Raddatz again.  Could you just -- to make sure I'm clear on this, when you say 
the number of enemy attacks is down, are you including the attacks on Iraqi civilians? And do you have any sort 
of figures on that?
 
     Odierno:  We do.  What we've seen is -- first, the total number of attacks are down.  The attacks on Iraqi police 
and civil defense are up, actually.  Those attacks are up.  In a way, I see that as positive because that shows that 
they are capable of doing their operations, and they fear them being successful and so they've done some 
attacks, more attacks on the police and Iraqi Civil Defense Corps.  And they've actually done heroically well in 
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