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these attacks. But the total number of attacks, to include attacks against Iraqi civilian defense corps -- Civil 
Defense Corps, police and coalition forces combined, are still down from what they were in November, 
significantly down.
 
     Q:  Could you give us figures on the attacks on the Iraqi civilians and police and Civil Defense Corps?
 
     Odierno:  I don't have it in front of me, but to give you an idea, for the last two weeks, in my total AOR we had 
about 15 attacks on Iraqi Civil Defense Corps or police.  Some -- most of those are what I call drive-by shootings, 
people in cars that go by checkpoints that they're manning that shoot at them.  There have been some mortars 
shot at their control points, almost all ineffective.
 
     What they've done and what's encouraging to me is, independently, then, they have then conducted 
ambushes on these individuals trying to conduct these attacks.  And we had one successful one last night 
conducted solely by the Iraqi Civil Defense Corps.  Now, I said 15, and that's above what it was a month ago 
when it was two or three in a two-week period, so it has increased.  And again, I think it's because of their 
effectiveness. But when you add total number of attacks to even include those, it's still significantly less.
 
     Q:  General, Jamie McIntyre again from CNN.  Is there any way that you could -- do you have any educated 
guess on a time frame that it's going to take to effectively neutralize the insurgency in the area that you're 
responsible for? 
 
     Odierno:  Well, I think -- and again, it depends on how you quantify "neutralize."  You know, what's interesting 
is -- I had this discussion today with my commanders, actually.  And what we talked about is how do you quantify 
that?  You know, how do we know that some of this isn't normal activity?  What I mean by that is, there was 
always some level of -- there's always some level of violence in a society; what is the level of violence here that's 
normally associated? And it's hard for us to determine what that is. 
 
     But what's interesting is we are now talking in those terms now, and I think that gives you an idea how we 
think the level of violence is.  You know, when does it get down to where we're seeing some small- arms fire that 
can be classified as, you know, drive-by shootings, and how much of that has occurred forever here in this 
country?  So, what is normal, might not be normal for what we're used to, but what is normal for this region? 
 
     But on a timeline, it's hard to say.  But I would tell you I believe within six months I think you're going to see 
some normalcy. I really believe that. 
 
     Now, it depends on the effectiveness of the foreign fighters being able to get organized and how well they're 
able to do that.  I think the threat will change.  And we've already seen the adjustment. You'll see the threat go to, 
again, more suicide attacks, vehicle- borne IEDs, which I think shows desperation for both so they can get 
themselves in the news so people around the world can see them, and to show that they are in fact frustrated that 
they can't really make an impact any other way.  So you could see more of those activities here in the near term, I 
believe.  And we'll have to wait and see.
 
     Q:  General, Bret Baier again with Fox News Channel.  Right after Saddam's capture, we learned of this cell 
structure that had been set up, not only in Baghdad, but in your AOR.  And with the new intel, we were hearing 
that these cells were being broken up.  In fact you, when we were there in Iraq, talked about that in Samarra.  I'm 
wondering if you can give an estimate of how many cells of former regime members you believe are still active in 
your AOR and if you're having success breaking them up, still.
 
     Odierno:  We are.  And in fact, we've been extremely successful in Samarra.  We conducted an operation in 
December, and we are now turning that back over to the police and the ICDC.  And in fact, it's a different city than 
it was 45 days ago.  So we have broken up.  I believe there's probably still one cell, small cell operating out of 
Samarra. 
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