
DefenseLink News Transcript: 82nd Airborne Division Commanding General's Briefing from Iraq

 
     Now, the way ahead for the 82nd Airborne in Al Anbar.  Task Force All American will depart and the United 
States Marines will take over MND West in the next couple of weeks.  This transition has been well planned, 
rehearsed, synchronized, and will be seamless.  The Marines are mostly combat veterans and know best, how 
and where to assist. They have a great plan to help the citizens of Al Anbar attain the next level.  So the future for 
Al Anbar in Iraq remains very bright.
 
     Now, before you depart today, we have some information packets and CDs for you to take with you.  All the 
details on the progress that I've talked about today, and more, are available for you in this pamphlet and a CD 
that we'll provide for you.
 
     Thank you.  And I'll go ahead and take your questions right now. Any questions?
 
     Right here, sir.
 
     Q [Through interpreter.]:  (Name and affiliation inaudible.) As you are leaving our country, what are your 
impressions about our people?  What about the mission you have come to accomplish?
 
     Swannack:  Very good question about as I leave, what is my impression of the Iraqi people.
 
     First of all, I appreciate very much the warm hospitality of the Iraqi people.  I find them very much loving of 
their country, very much committed to go ahead and take care of their country and bring it to the future.  Most 
impressive, though, I think, is their work ethic. They are very -- have a very strong work ethic and get the job 
done. That's why I'm very confident in the future of this country.
 
     Over here.
 
     Q:  James Hider (sp) from The Times.  General, what lessons have been learned from the attack last month 
on the ICDC position in Fallujah?  Because in many ways that was one of the testing points for the new security 
forces and they didn't do particularly well.  What lessons have you drawn from that experience?
 
     Swannack:  Okay, on the 14th of February there was an attack on both the police station and also the ICDC 
headquarters in Fallujah. Now, it is very tragic that about 15 police and several civilians were killed.  But on the 
positive note, what was learned from that is the dedication of Iraqis to fight for their freedom.  Specifically, the 
ICDC battalion there in Fallujah requested no assistance from coalition forces, other than additional ammunition 
and some heavy weapons, which we've provided them.  They attacked -- counterattacked, actually, after securing 
their own base camp, counterattacked a couple of blocks away and re-secured the police station, killing nine 
enemy and driving off the rest.
 
     And so what has come of this, I believe, is a sea change for Fallujah.  That's when the 20 Imams issued the 
fatwa not to go ahead and have Iraqi-on-Iraqi violence.  The community has come together to deter any violence, 
Iraqi on Iraqi. The council is working together better now for the future of Fallujah. And I'm very proud of the 
security forces in Fallujah.
 
     The town also held a memorial ceremony for those fallen security forces and issued valorous awards and 
payments to the police who were wounded -- in ICDC who were wounded.  So it's tragic that they had the deaths, 
but I believe it's a very positive step forward for Fallujah. And since that time there has been almost negligible anti-
coalition or anti-Iraqi attacks.
 
     Let's go one -- is there a question now from Washington, D.C.? Got one?
 
     Q:  Yes, General, this is Jim Mannion from Agence France- Presse.  I wonder if you could say, you know, as 
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