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breast and childhood cancers) in those who were in Halabja at the time … are at least three to
four times greater, even 10 years after the attack.  An increasing number of children are dying
each year of leukemias and lymphomas.  The cancers tend to occur in much younger people in
Halabja than elsewhere, and many people have aggressive tumors ….”19

Dr. Gosden also described a visit to a hospital in Halabja: “The staff in the labor ward told of the
very large proportion of pregnancies in which there were major malformations.  In addition to
fetal losses and perinatal deaths, there is also a very large number of infant deaths.  The
frequencies of these in the Halabjan women is more than four times greater than that in the
neighboring city of Suleymania… The findings of serious congenital malformations with genetic
causes occurring in children born years after the chemical attack suggest that the effects from
these chemical warfare agents are transmitted to succeeding generations.”20

According to Dr. Fouad Baban, Chairman of the Department of Medicine of Suleymania
University, “Congenital abnormality rates in [Halabja] are four to five times greater than in the
post-atomic populations of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Rates of stillbirths and miscarriages in the
town are even more alarming.  Rare and aggressive cancers in adults and children are found at
levels far higher than anywhere in the world.”21


