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Oppression of Shi’a Muslims
The hypocrisy of the supposed commitment of the Saddam Hussein regime to Islam is shown by
its long oppression of the country’s Shi’a Muslim majority. Restrictions on Shi’a Muslims
include: placing conditions and outright bans on communal Friday prayer; prohibiting Shi’a
mosque libraries to loan books; denying permission for Shi’a programs on government-
controlled radio or television; banning Shi’a books, including prayer books and guides; banning
many funeral processions and other funeral observances other than those organized by the
government; and prohibiting certain processions and public meetings commemorating Shi’a holy
days.  Shi’a groups report capturing documents from the security services during the 1991 Shi’a
uprising that listed thousands of forbidden Shi’a religious writings.25

Images showing Saddam Hussein in acts
of Muslim piety are widely disseminated
in Iraq and other Muslim countries. [Reuters]


