
25

Corrupting the Public Record
Lies and false images placed in the public record are important elements of Iraqi disinformation.
Iraqi officials have forged documents, staged scenes for international photographers and
television, placed false stories covertly in newspapers and magazines, and lied on the record.
During the Gulf War the Iraqis falsely asserted on the record that there had been victories by the
Iraq armed forces, Israeli involvement in coalition military operations, and internal fighting in
the coalition between Muslims and Westerners. Some examples were clearly intended for the
Iraqi and Arab public, such as an official claim reported by Radio Monte Carlo on January 17,
1991: “There were massive pro-Saddam demonstrations in Cairo.”  Or an Iraqi News Agency
claim on January 22, 1991: “25,000 Saudis, including key figures, have sought refuge in
Yemen.”

Self-inflicted Damage
During the Gulf War, on February 11, 1991, the Iraqis deliberately removed the dome of a
mosque in Al-Basrah and dismantled it, in an attempt to make it appear as if the damage had
been caused by coalition bombing.  But there was no damage to the minaret, courtyard building,
or the dome foundation, which would have been the case if the building had been struck by
coalition munitions.26


