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Case Study

The Al-Fahd Forgery
In late October 1990, Iraq’s ambassador to the United Nations submitted to the UN Secretary
General what he claimed was a “Top Secret” memorandum from Brigadier Fahd Ahmed Al-
Fahd, Director-General of Kuwait’s State Security Department, to the Kuwaiti Minister of the
interior, describing a meeting the security chief supposedly held in Washington with Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director William Webster in November 1989.

This memorandum was a complete forgery and was designed to bolster false Iraqi claims
that the United States and Kuwait had engaged in a conspiracy to destabilize Iraq.

The forged Kuwaiti memorandum stated:

            “We agreed with the American side that it was important to take advantage of the
deteriorating economic situation in Iraq in order to put pressure on that country’s
government to delineate our common border.  The Central Intelligence Agency gave us
its view of appropriate means of pressure, saying that broad cooperation should be
initiated between us, on condition that such activities are coordinated at a high level.”

In an accompanying letter, Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz charged that the alleged
Kuwaiti document:

            “…illustrates the conspiracy between [the Kuwaiti] government and the government of
the United States to destabilize the situation in Iraq…  This document clearly and
unequivocally confirms the connivance between the United States Central Intelligence
Services and the intelligence services of the former Kuwaiti government in plotting
against Iraq’s national security, territorial integrity and national economy.”28

The forgery was reported in the media on October 30 and immediately denounced as a
forgery by both the CIA and the government of Kuwait.  The CIA described Gen. Al-Fahd’s
visit with Director Webster as “a routine courtesy call….  There was nothing discussed in the
meeting concerning Kuwait’s relations with Kuwait or any other country .”29  In an October 27
letter to UN Secretary General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah had said the document contained “falsehoods and
groundless lies” and “linguistic expressions that have never been used in Kuwait….”  He
also noted that “its style differs from that used between Kuwaiti officials.”30


