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prevents pilgrims from making the Hajj.  The regime also has made many false claims
designed to incite Muslims against its adversaries.

• Corrupting the Public Record:  To corrupt the public record, the regime uses a
combination of on-the-record lies, covert placements of false news accounts, self-inflicted
damage, forgeries, and fake interviews.

The Iraqi regime uses several tools in various combinations to disseminate false information and
images in the expectation that supporters and commentators will cause it to reverberate through
the media.  Many of these falsehoods die quickly, but even the most implausible claims can find
believers or at least a permanent home in the public record.  Under certain circumstances, some
will gain vigor and continue to be repeated and grow, even after they have been proven false.

The Iraqis have adapted and varied their mix of themes and techniques over the years, depending
on the situation, and they have quickly seized new opportunities to spread false information.
Iraq’s disinformation effort is serious and sophisticated.  The regime commits substantial
resources to this effort and has achieved some remarkable successes.

Main Tools of Iraqi Disinformation
• Staged suffering and grief
• Co-location of military assets and civilians
• Restricting journalists’ movements
• False claims or disclosures
• False man-in-the-street interviews
• Self-inflicted damage
• On-the-record lies
• Covert dissemination of false stories
• Censorship
• Bogus, edited, or old footage and images
• Fabricated documents

An important priority of Saddam’s deception apparatus is to manipulate the televised images the
world sees. This is accomplished by controlling the movements of foreign journalists, monitoring
and censoring news transmissions, disseminating old or fake footage, and carefully staging
events or scenes.  The regime’s most cynical strategy is to actually cause severe civilian hardship
or even deaths and then exploit the Iraqi people’s suffering by placing the blame on UN-imposed
sanctions or other nations.

Recent U.S. government reports, including A Decade of Defiance and Deception, have
documented Saddam’s deceit regarding UN resolutions and weapons inspections.  In order to
raise awareness of many of the regime’s other forms of deception, particularly those likely to be
repeated, Apparatus of Lies examines the facts behind Iraqi disinformation and propaganda since
1990.  Given the nature and history of the regime, evidence of further deception is almost certain
to come to light.


