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The Iraqi regime’s propaganda campaign went far beyond normally-expected protests over
civilian casualties.  The Iraqis quickly realized that placing military assets – including tanks,
missiles, and command-and-control facilities – close to civilians and civilian infrastructure could
yield substantial benefits.  By shielding military assets with civilians and civilian infrastructure,
Saddam understood that coalition forces would either avoid attacking targets close to civilians or
risk severe political damage from unintended civilian deaths at what would have appeared to be a
purely military site.

The co-location strategy has three objectives:
• To conceal military assets;
• To deter coalition attacks on military assets that could not be concealed; and
• Failing the first two objectives, to capitalize on attacks by generating civilian casualties and

destruction of cultural sites.

Some of the regime’s co-locations were clearly detectable through overhead imagery.  Those that
were not yielded tragic results – and a rich vein of propaganda.  This is a long-standing practice:
Throughout the country, the Iraqi government continues to locate military assets close to or
together with civilian facilities and cultural sites, and it continues to build new mosques and
other civilian facilities in or near military areas.

Iraqi Co-Locations of Military and Civilians.  Then…
CNN reporter Peter Arnett wrote that one night during the Gulf War a SCUD missile and
launcher appeared on the front lawn of the Al-Rashid Hotel, where he and other journalists were
staying.2

In 1990, the international press widely reported that Iraq had held more than 1,000 Western and
Japanese men, women, and children as human shields at about 70 sites in Iraq, including air
force bases, military garrisons, weapons factories, and power plants before eventually releasing
them under international pressure.

During the Gulf War, the Iraqi regime placed two military aircraft next to the ancient Ur ziggurat
near Tallil, Iraq.  A coalition strike on the aircraft could well have caused extensive damage to
this ancient Mesopotamian cultural treasure.

When coalition leaders publicly stated that religious sites would not be targeted, Saddam began
using these sites to shield military equipment and units.  In other cases, dual use facilities were
exploited for propaganda value.


