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community will find additional ways to support Iraq in that transition. 

And then finally, just on the security side, as I mentioned a little bit earlier that as we're all aware, the 
last month has been a very difficult month for Iraq on the security front, that there has been an 
increase in violence, particularly in Baghdad, really. And that violence in Baghdad is not exclusively but 
largely of a sectarian nature. There has been a Baghdad security plan in place for about five weeks 
now, and I would say it's fair to say that the results -- or the initial results of that plan have been 
disappointing. 

The Prime Minister has talked about that. I think our own commanders are probably on record talking 
about that the plan has not had the results anticipated. So what General Casey and General Dempsey 
and our other commanders in the field are doing, they are in the process of working with Maliki and his 
security ministers to make adjustments to the plan because Baghdad is such a critical part of 
stabilizing Iraq that there needs to be -- they assessed that a month was generally the right amount of 
time to see if what they were doing was having the right effect. 

So overall, I think that security will figure very large in their bilateral conversations; they'll probably get 
down to some very specific conversations about what's going on in Baghdad, what can be done to 
improve the situation there, what we can be doing to adjust our strategies. When I say, "we," I mean 
both the Iraqis and the United States. 

I'm happy to take questions. I think I will stop there because I'm beginning to feel like I'm talking to 
myself. 

Q Do you think that the President and the Prime Minister will come out of this meeting with a specific 
plan on improving security? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I think that they -- it is possible that they will come out with 
agreement on certain kinds of steps that need to be taken. But I think that it's important for me to 
stress that the more tactical decisions -- i.e., about the possible deployments of troops from one part of 
the country, whether it's ISF or coalition troops -- will be made in Baghdad, and possibly discussed 
here in Washington when they come, but that General Casey is engaging Maliki on those kinds of 
decisions. 

But I think that it's very possible there could be some concrete agreements that could be made during 
the trip about shifts in emphasis, shifts in resources, those kinds of things. 

Q Thank you. 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Sure. 

Q Yes, I was wondering, will Prime Minister Maliki be traveling with an interpreter? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I believe that he will have -- first of all, the Prime Minister 
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