
Background Briefing by a Senior Administration Official on Iraqi Prime Minister Maliki's Visit

speaks Arabic and is not an English speaker. So he will have his own interpreter. The President 
generally uses his interpreters in the meetings that the two of them do, although it's possible Maliki 
could bring his along, as well. 

Q Okay, thank you. 

Q Hi, it's Olivier. A quick question on -- we've been asking about Prime Minister Maliki's comments 
about Israel's "criminal" strikes in the Middle East, and every time we ask we get told that the President 
is going to raise this issue during their meeting. What is the President going to say? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I think there will be a discussion. I would say that it's an 
opportunity for both leaders to talk about how they see the situation. It will be an opportunity for our 
President to lay out a little bit more about how he sees the situation in the Middle East and what the 
overall trends are, and that here the situation is one where things are interlinked, and the role of Iran 
and the role of Syria and the role of Hezbollah. So I think that will be the nature of the discussion. 

I think really the Prime Minister's comments -- our reaction is this is -- may be the one kind of 
demonstration of the fact that we're dealing with a sovereign government here, and in fact, it's not a 
government that takes an American position on everything. 

Q Hi, I'd like to ask you about the Prime Minister's address to Congress, and just wondering whether or 
not the U.S. is advising him at all in his speech, if he's asked for any advice. What would you like to 
hear him talk about, what kind of messages would you like to hear him raise during his address? 

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I can say I certainly -- I have not seen his speech, I have not 
heard the discussion of what's in the speech. Our ambassador, Zal Khalilzad is talking to Maliki often 
about the trip, about the logistics of the trip and the different parts of the trip and the possible meetings. 
So I don't doubt that they've had a discussion about it, but Maliki is preparing his comments by himself, 
of course. And I don't expect to see them before the rest of the country sees them. 

I think in terms of what we would anticipate that he would address in Congress, he has in other forums 
demonstrated or expressed his thankfulness to the American people and particularly to the American 
troops that are in Iraq or have been Iraq for the sacrifices that they have made for Iraq. So I imagine 
that that would be one of the themes that we'll hear. 

But I also think that he'll probably spend quite a bit of time explaining -- he's the leader of this country, 
and that this is his plan for improving the situation there, and for stabilizing the situation and bringing 
Iraq to a better security environment and political situation that contributes to a more stable security 
environment. So I imagine that he'll lay out a lot of his own agenda and a lot of the steps that he's 
taken, and basically his vision for his country, which I think certainly will be of interest. And it's 
important for the United States to hear from him directly. 

Q If I could just follow up very quickly, when you said that you expect that he'll write it himself, do you 
literally mean that he will write it himself, or that his foreign -- his advisors will write it for him? Do you 
know? 
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